
Yemen: as cholera surges again, UN and
partners double down on vaccination
efforts

Following an “important increase” in the number of suspected cholera cases
recently in Yemen, a new vaccination campaign is underway in coordination
with the government to prevent a third major outbreak, said the World Health
Organization (WHO) on Tuesday.

About 540,000 women, children and men who received a first dose of the
vaccine in August, in Hudaydah and Ibb governorates, are targeted in this new
four-day campaign. More than 3,000 health workers have been trained and
mobilized for this effort.

During the latest campaign, close to 387,400 people were vaccinated, covering
72 per cent of those in need of inoculation.

Yemen, considered today by the UN to be facing the world’s worst humanitarian
crisis, has already suffered from the largest cholera outbreaks in recent
history, against the backdrop of heavy civil conflict.

According to WHO, since April 2017, there have been more than 1.2 million
cases of suspected or confirmed cholera in Yemen, including over 154,500
cases in 2018 alone. More than 2,500 people are reported to have died from
the preventable disease. Around 30 per cent of cases involve children under
the age of five and all but one of the country’s 23 governorates have been
affected.

Conflict in Yemen – already one of the poorest countries in the world before
the crisis – escalated in March 2015, when an international coalition led by
Saudi Arabia intervened militarily at the request of the Yemeni presidency,
against a widespread Houthi rebel insurgency. Airstrikes and ground-fighting
have become a daily occurrence for millions of civilians. More than 16
million people lack access to basic healthcare and only half of the country’s
health facilities are operational.
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