
What should primary schools teach?

The Education Secretary has said he wants primary schools to lace their
curriculum teaching children to read and write with more adventure, outdoor
activity and risk.

I invite you today to say what you think about this suggestion.

Are the things he has in mind like climbing trees and watching a sunrise
things for schools, or are they opportunities for families and leisure time?
Do we have to ask the schools to do these things, when children spend far
more time out of school than in it?

The state ensures everyone has an education, and provides a network of local
schools throughout the country to give all have the chance to learn. Almost
all of us agree that a good grounding in the basics at primary is central to
being able to get more out of secondary education, and necessary to be able
to navigate the complexities of adult life.

I saw sunrises, skimmed stones and climbed trees as a boy, but never at
school.
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