
What a difference winning makes

Well done the England men’s football team for getting further than past teams
in the European competition. England have never won the European Cup for
national teams, and has only won the World Cup once, 55 years ago.

In contrast the English men’s rugby team were world champions in 2003 and
runners up in 2007. The English cricket team won the World cup in 2019.
England have also been the No 1 Test team in the world.

England expects a lot of our teams. Years of disappointment about the
football has led to plenty of criticism of past managers over the years, and
of some of the players. It seemed at times that the players felt cursed to
play for England and keen to get back to their successful clubs where they
are paid a fortune and are respected by a loyal fan base. Club managers often
did not welcome the absence of their players on England duty with the threat
of injury and different manager and coaching routines to learn.

This England team have done better and have at times played some
inspirational football. They have expanded their fan base and reduced the
critical noise from the press.They need to use this to become a serious
challenger at the next World Cup.

Getting to the final lifted the team and the country. The manager’s choice of
specialist penalty takers backfired badly and cost them a victory.
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