Welsh Government announces North Wales
Growth Deal commitment

The Welsh Government’s investment in the Growth Deal will be in addition to
its existing commitments in North Wales.

The UK Government announced it will contribute £120m to the North Wales
Growth Deal in the UK Autumn Budget in October. But the Welsh Government will
urge the UK Government to go further and meet the deal’s original

aspirations

The Cabinet Secretary for Economy said:

“I'm pleased to announce today that the Welsh Government will match
the UK Government’s contribution to the North Wales Growth Deal.

“We are fully committed to delivering a transformative growth deal
and are working with partners to get the package and direction
right for North Wales.

“We will continue to work to ensure our funding contribution and
the UK Government’s meets the aspirations of the deal. We believe
we need to keep pressing the UK Government to provide what the
ambition board had been expecting and should its contribution
increase, we will match it.”

The Welsh Government’s contribution to the deal is above and beyond existing
investments and commitments in North Wales.

In the Cabinet Secretary’s portfolio alone, these include more than £600m in
transport infrastructure improvements, including the £135m Caernarfon to
Bontnewydd bypass and improvements to the A55 and A494. Plans for the third
Menai crossing continue to progress, with the recent announcement of the
preferred route.

Other investments include £20m in the Menai Science Park, which is the first
of its kind in Wales and the £20m for the Advanced Manufacturing Research
Institute, in Broughton, which will help attract businesses to North Wales
and improve skills.

Mr Skates added:

“With our existing investments, together with today’s announcement,
we are investing hundreds of millions of pounds in North Wales
demonstrating that the continued improvement to the infrastructure
and economy of the region is our priority.
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“We all need to work together, the UK Government, Welsh Government,
local authorities and private sector partners to make the best
possible success of the deal.”



