
Wales’ premium automotive business to
business event in Wales opens

Organised by the Welsh Automotive Forum (WAF) and supported by Welsh
Government, this is the premium automotive business to business event in
Wales.

Hosted in the Cardiff City Stadium, Autolink 2018 will bring together
delegates from across the sector.

In his speech, Ken Skates will say:

“These days, it seems the automotive sector is rarely out of the
news headlines.

“We find ourselves talking about a host of subjects, from the
unknown impact of Brexit and the associated effect on investment
and car sales, to the need to improve air quality fuelling issues
such as the debate over the future of the diesel engine, use
restrictions in city centres and the uptake of alternatively
fuelled vehicles. Not to mention being asked to consider the
development of autonomous vehicles and what they mean for future
car ownership and personal mobility.

“With these issues and more creating uncertainty, it is right we
should come together to put the spotlight on the sector in Wales.”

Autolink 2018 will consist of around 200 attendees including 50 exhibitors
drawn from the Welsh based automotive supply chain, representatives from
vehicle manufacturers and Tier 1 suppliers (companies supplying components
directly to the chain’s original equipment manufacturer), academia and
visitors from the wider supply chain community.

Ken Skates will continue by saying:

“There are many topics open to discussion here today – free
movement of goods and people and the absence of tariff and non-
tariff barriers, the Welsh Government’s Economic Action Plan,
reducing carbon emissions. I could go on.

“Here in Wales, we have strengthened our commitment towards
reaching our own emission reduction targets. Our Environment Act
sets out a clear decarbonisation pathway for Wales within the
context of our existing UK and international obligations, with a
reduction in emissions of at least 80% by 2050.

“Decarbonisation has a significant place in our new Economic
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Contract which is part of our innovative Economic Action Plan. This
will see a new way of working with businesses to create wealth,
jobs and wellbeing.

“Change and a degree of uncertainty are part of the environment
with in which we all operate. To prosper, we must all adapt to that
new environment.”


