Upgrade to busy Winchester junction
takes major step forward

Under the plans, the Winchester junction, where the M3 interchanges with the
A34, will be redesigned to create dedicated free flow lanes which will allow
drivers travelling between the M3 and the A34 to travel freely between the
two roads to avoid using the junction roundabout.

The roundabout itself will be redesigned into a new ‘dumbbell’ layout, which
will increase capacity, improve safety and make journey times more reliable.

The plans went on show yesterday with the consultation running for eight
weeks until 27 August 2019.

Highways England senior project manager Neil Andrew said:

We have worked hard on developing the plans for this busy junction
since we first published the designs early last year. As well as
making a real difference to peoples’ journeys, we are proposing a
better, safer, and quicker way to interchange between the M3 and
A34, which is a major route from the Midlands to the ports on the
south coast.

More than 6,000 vehicles use this junction each hour during peak
times and making the junction free flow will stop queues backing up
onto the main carriageway and reduce the risk of collisions. Not
only will the improvements help to separate local and long-distance
traffic, we are also improving access for pedestrians, cyclists and
equestrians. The plans are on show until 27 August and I encourage
anyone interested to come along to one of our exhibitions or send
us their feedback.

Winchester MP Steve Brine said:

This has been one of the longest-running issues over the past
decade, and I have fought for years for improvements to junction 9.
We have a massive opportunity to make a real difference here, so I
urge all constituents to take a look and take an active part in
shaping the scheme. We have to get this over the line.

Councillor Rob Humby, Deputy Leader of Hampshire County Council and Executive
Member for Economy, Transport and Environment, said:

Securing Improvements for this critical junction has been a top
priority for the County Council for a number of years, and we are
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very pleased that Highways England’s proposals are now published
for consultation. This is a critical junction on the national road
network as well as locally, and the planned improvements will help
to separate strategic and more local traffic at junction 9, as well
as improving facilities for cyclists and pedestrians.

The County Council has been pleased to work with Highways England
as they have been developing their proposals and encourages
everyone affected to take part in the consultation and express
their views on the scheme.

The improvements to the junction include:

e creating a new free-flow link road between the M3 and A34 to remove
through traffic — including thousands of freight vehicles each day -
from the roundabout

e widening the M3 from two to four lanes between the south-facing
roundabout slip roads and the new free-flow links with the A34

e new subways through the junction to create a continuous, segregated
route for pedestrians and cyclists between the South Downs National
Park, Winnall and Abbots Worthy

The M3 is the main road between London and the Solent Ports, while the A34 is
the main corridor between the south coast and the Midlands. Around 110,000
vehicles use the junction every day, including over 5,500 HGVs, from
Southampton and Portsmouth Docks.

Six public information events are being held in Winchester and Kings Worthy,
and details on the plans are available online on the scheme web page.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.
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