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We are deeply disturbed by credible reports out of Chechnya about renewed
attacks against individuals perceived to be members of the LGBTI community.
Civil society groups report that at least 40 individuals have been illegally
detained since December, including two who reportedly died in custody after
being tortured. We call on Russia to live up to its international obligations
and commitments and its own constitution, and launch an immediate
investigation into these human rights abuses. We also urge the Russian
Federation to ensure that the rights of all human rights defenders are fully
respected in Chechnya, and those illegally detained, including Oyub Titiev,
be immediately released.
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The United States condemns in the strongest terms the January 15 terrorist
attack at the DusitD2 Hotel Complex in Nairobi, Kenya. The United States
offers our deepest condolences to the families and friends of those killed
and a quick recovery to all who were injured. In particular, our thoughts and
prayers are with the family of Jason Spindler, an American who died during
the attack.

These craven attacks are a stark reminder of why the United States remains
resolved in our fight to defeat terrorism. We stand with the Kenyan
government and people as they confront violent extremism and work to bring
the perpetrators to justice.
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The Secretary of State reported on January 16, 2019, to the appropriate
Congressional committees that, consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (22 U.S.C. 6021 —
6091) and the authority delegated to the Secretary by the President on
January 31, 2013, the Secretary made a determination to suspend for forty-
five days beyond February 1, 2019, the right to bring an action under Title
ITIT of the Act. This extension will permit us to conduct a careful review of
the right to bring action under Title III in light of the national interests
of the United States and efforts to expedite a transition to democracy in
Cuba and include factors such as the Cuban regime’s brutal oppression of
human rights and fundamental freedoms and its indefensible support for
increasingly authoritarian and corrupt regimes in Venezuela and Nicaragua.

We call upon the international community to strengthen efforts to hold the
Cuban government accountable for 60 years of repression of its people. We
encourage any person doing business in Cuba to reconsider whether they are
trafficking in confiscated property and abetting this dictatorship.
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The United States stands with the people of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC) at this historic moment. It is the people who should determine
their country’s future through a fully transparent and constitutional
process. The United States recognizes the legitimate concerns over the
transparency of the electoral process.

As the tabulation process continues, we urge the National Independent
Electoral Commission (CENI) to ensure that the final declared results reflect
the will of the Congolese people, as expressed through the ballot box on
December 30, 2018.

The United States supports the lawful right of candidates to file a legal
challenge to the election results and urges the Constitutional Court to
execute a lawful, fair, and transparent process for resolving electoral
disputes. The United States will hold accountable those who perpetrate
election violence or undermine democratic processes. Maintaining peace in the
DRC depends on a fully transparent and legal process to resolve any concerns
regarding election results.
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The United States urges the Moldovan authorities to take all necessary
measures to ensure a free and fair electoral process and a transparent
outcome that respects the will of Moldovan voters. We encourage the
government to implement OSCE’'s Office for Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights (ODIHR) prior recommendations for Moldova that remain outstanding.
Local and national authorities should ensure that candidates are able to
register to participate in the elections and carry out their campaigns
without fear of harassment or physical harm. Media outlets should provide
equal access to all candidates and approach their coverage in a fair,
balanced, and impartial manner, consistent with Moldova’'s media laws.
Ultimately, we believe, the goal of all the parties and candidates is the
same, ensuring a prosperous and democratic future for Moldova and its
citizens. The United States will continue to help the Moldovan people achieve
this goal.
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