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The United States is pleased to note that the Government of Ukraine has
welcomed an important announcement made today related to reform of the
Ukrainian energy sector. The supervisory boards of Ukrainian state-owned
Naftogaz and Main Gas Pipelines of Ukraine signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU), committing to separate the production and transmission
portions of Naftogaz, Ukraine’s state-owned gas company. This reform is
consistent with market oriented policies encouraged by the EU, the United
States, and the international community.

Assistant Secretary of State for Energy Resources Frank Fannon traveled to
Kyiv, Ukraine from July 22-24, and played a key role in this effort. In
meetings with Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, Prime Minister Volodymyr
Groysman, committee chairs of the Verkhovna Rada, and other senior officials,
Assistant Secretary Fannon stressed the United States’ staunch opposition to
Nord Stream 2 and broader Russian attempts to use energy to harm Ukraine and
undermine European security. Assistant Secretary Fannon also discussed the
critical importance of continued energy sector reforms to advance a
transparent and competitive energy sector as key to the success of a stable,
prosperous, democratic, and free Ukraine.

The United States notes that reform-minded Ukrainians recognize that their
country has been constrained under a closed, non-transparent system beset by
corrupt actors. This MOU sets a course for the creation of a gas transmission
system operator that will function under anti-corruption and corporate
governance standards. The Trump Administration places a high priority on
energy security, and these actions represent a positive step for Ukraine as
an important transit country for gas delivered to Europe, and also for
European energy security more broadly.
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3:10 p.m. EDT

MS NAUERT: Hi, everybody. How are you?

QUESTION: Wow, a briefing.

MS NAUERT: I’m sorry?

QUESTION: Wow, a briefing.

MS NAUERT: It’s good to be back with you. As you know, it always is good
to be back with you. We’ve obviously had a very busy travel schedule
lately, Michelle. We look forward to having you on the trip. (Laughter.)

So I’d like to start out with a few announcements. I wanted to begin by
noting that the State Department welcomed our new assistant secretary
for the Bureau of African Affairs yesterday, Ambassador Tibor Nagy is a
retired Foreign Service officer who spent 32 years in government
service, including more than 20 years in assignments across Africa. He
served as the United States ambassador to Ethiopia and ambassador to
Guinea. He also served as deputy chief of mission in Nigeria, Cameroon,
and Togo. For the past 15 years, he’s served as vice provost for the
international affairs at his alma mater, Texas Tech University, and we
are thrilled to have him back here at the State Department. We’re
excited to have him get to work. There’s a lot of good stuff going on
there.

Next, I’d like to mention that on Monday, July the 30th, the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce will host the Indo-Pacific Business Forum, including
keynote remarks by Secretary Pompeo on America’s Indo-Pacific economic
vision. The forum will outline the economic and commercial components of
our Indo-Pacific strategy. The day-long program will include
participation from senior administration officials, the private sector,



and officials representing Indo-Pacific nations. The forum will
highlight U.S. Government initiatives to advance economic engagement in
the region, particularly on key sectors including energy and
infrastructure and the digital economy. The forum will also emphasize
the importance of public-private partnerships, the benefits of
transparency and good governance, and unlocking the power of markets for
sustainable development, and the need for U.S. collaboration with
regional partners.

The program on July the 30th will also include Commerce Secretary Wilbur
Ross, Secretary of Energy Rick Perry, OPIC President Ray Washburne,
Acting Ex-Im Bank Chairman Jeffrey Gerrish, and USAID Administrator Mark
Green. We’ll have some additional information for you all on that soon.

Next, I’d like to talk about the deteriorating situation in Nicaragua. I
know many of you are following that closely. The United States
Government condemns the ongoing the violence and intimidation by the
Ortega-controlled armed groups in Nicaragua. That includes the arbitrary
arrests of 700 Nicaraguans who have opposed the Ortega government, as
corroborated by multiple sources. We also condemn the cowardly attacks
on the Catholic Church leadership, the buildings, and adherents there.
Along with the deaths of hundreds of protesters, the attacks have been
widely documented internationally and are completely unacceptable. The
Nicaraguan Government cannot continue to its excuse its behavior and
blame others for its actions or the actions of those affiliated with it.
The United States continues to support church-led efforts to resolve the
ongoing conflict in Nicaragua. We join the international community in
calling for early, free, fair, transparent elections and the protection
of universal human rights in Nicaragua.

That brings me to the next point, and that is something taking place
here at the State Department today. I don’t know if any of you had a
chance to talk with some people who’ve joined us here for the
Secretary’s first-ever religious freedom ministerial that’s taking place
today through Thursday of that – this week. Today, in fact, we’ve had
many survivors of religious persecution join us here at the State
Department. Among the other people who are here at the State Department
today: a Catholic priest from Nicaragua. I understand some of you may be
interested in trying to contact him later to talk about some of his
experiences in that country. If anyone is interested in that, I’d be
happy to help put you in touch with some folks who are working with him.

To that end, Secretary Pompeo and the United States will host the first-
ever Ministerial to Advance Religious Freedom here in Washington. That
ministerial will bring together foreign ministers and representatives
from international organizations, religious communities, and civil
society from every region of the world. As the first such event with
high-level global and diverse participation, the ministerial will
reaffirm the international community’s commitment to religious freedom
and identify concrete ways to advance shared goals. We look forward to
that, and the Secretary will participate, as will the Vice President.
Later this week, on Thursday, he will be here at the State Department.



QUESTION: Heather, just on that, do you have a list of the participants,
the other foreign ministers who are coming? Or could —

MS NAUERT: I don’t have one handy, but I will see if I can make that
available to you. We have – I believe it’s more than 80 delegations here
taking part.

Okay. And with that, I’d be happy to take your questions.

QUESTION: Right. Thank you. Yesterday, there were some complaining from
the people on the Hill about the Secretary not being able to testify
before the House Foreign Affairs Committee. And today, the ranking
members of three committees have sent a letter to Secretary Pompeo,
Secretary Mattis, and DNI Coats in a – not really – not demanding, I
guess, but strongly encouraging them to schedule testimony before their
– the HFAC, the – and two other committees before Thursday at noon. Is
that – the Secretary said this morning he’s looking forward to
testifying tomorrow before the Senate.

MS NAUERT: Yes.

QUESTION: I realize he’s on a plane right now flying back. But is this
something – I mean, they say it’s urgent for him to brief Congress
about, in particular, the summit between President Putin and President
Trump.

MS NAUERT: Look, I can tell you the Secretary would very much like to
testify, as the House had invited him to do that, today. However, he’s
returning from California, where he’s been with Secretary Mattis meeting
with our important partner, the Australians, in San Francisco. Before
that, as you know, he was in the Los Angeles area.

He has an extremely busy schedule. That does not mean that talking with
members of Congress is not important to him, and that is why he will
spend considerable time tomorrow briefing the Senate. Unfortunately, his
schedule this week is extremely jammed. We have the religious
ministerial in which he will be hosting many foreign ministers from
around the country, and there’s simply not the time.

Now, perhaps if the Senate decides to stay in longer, perhaps there
could be some time found on his schedule.

QUESTION: The House.

MS NAUERT: The House. Excuse me. But the Secretary has a good
relationship with his counterparts, and I —

QUESTION: His former colleagues.

MS NAUERT: His former colleagues. Yes, exactly. And we’ve had good
dialogue going back and forth, and I’m sorry just his schedule does not
accommodate it tomorrow.



QUESTION: Okay. So basically – or not – they’re not saying tomorrow.
They’re saying by noon on the 26th. So basically, if they want to hear
from him in open testimony, they’re going to have to stay in Washington
longer?

MS NAUERT: Matt, this is the way it goes with every cabinet secretary
when the Hill tries to ask them to come testify. The secretaries,
whether it’s the Secretary of State or the Secretary of the Defense,
they have extremely packed schedules, and I’m sorry, it’s just not
something that is – he’s going to be able to accommodate at this time.
But that – no one should draw any conclusion that speaking with members
of Congress is not important to the Secretary.

QUESTION: So on the substance of this, when he testifies tomorrow, is he
going to be able to talk about the specifics of what was agreed to in
Helsinki, if anything? Because frankly, it’s been – it’s been more than
a week now. It’s been eight days and nobody seems to know, apart from
this business council and the track two idea —

MS NAUERT: I guess my question to you is: Why would you want to get
ahead of the senators? The senators will have plenty of questions for
the Secretary about what took place at the ministerial, and he will – or
at the conference.

QUESTION: (Off-mike.)

MS NAUERT: And I’m sure he will answer those questions.

QUESTION: My entire goal in life is to get ahead of the Senate.
(Laughter.)

MS NAUERT: Yeah, yeah.

QUESTION: That’s it.

MS NAUERT: He will be answering questions —

QUESTION: I have no other aspirations in life.

MS NAUERT: He will be answering questions tomorrow. And so I won’t get
ahead of the Secretary, but I will let him take care – control that.

QUESTION: All right, fine. I won’t ask you to answer the questions that
he will be asked tomorrow, but I just want to know: Is he going to be
able to put some meat on the very – I don’t even know if they’re bones –
fragments of —

MS NAUERT: I guess that is your opinion. The White House has talked
about how the President has had full conversations with his foreign
affairs counter – with colleagues who work with the President, including
the Secretary and other cabinet officials. And I am sure there will be
more coming.



QUESTION: So he will be able to provide details about —

MS NAUERT: I think the President has said and the White House has said
that the President had full meetings with cabinet officials after his
meeting in Helsinki. And I am not going to get ahead of the Secretary
and his testimony on the Hill, but the White House has said that they’ve
all been briefed.

Andrea, good morning.

QUESTION: Hi. Do you have any problem with the way Moscow has described
the so-called agreements from Helsinki?

MS NAUERT: Which in particular are you referring to?

QUESTION: On Syria, for instance.

MS NAUERT: Can you be more specific? Which exactly? Because they’ve said
a lot. Yes.

QUESTION: Well, I wish I could be, but I hesitate to take their word for
anything.

MS NAUERT: Right.

QUESTION: So were there agreements on Syria that might involve
disengagement in the situation on the ground?

MS NAUERT: So I will give you one example that we have seen reports
about, and that is about refugees. And I’m not going to be able to
comment on everything the Russian Government has said, but the Secretary
addressed this on Friday, that there is some sort of proposal regarding
refugees in Syria. That’s obviously a very serious situation. Our State
Department policy continues to be and will not change: We support
refugees going home under these conditions – safe, voluntary, dignified
returns at the time of their choosing and when it is safe to do so. I
don’t think the situation, as UNHCR backs up right now, allows for that
at this time. Hopefully, someday people will be able to be – to head
back home. There have been some parts of Syria where we have seen people
slowly be able to return home, but in other parts of country that
clearly is not safe.

So that’s one example that I can give you where —

QUESTION: I just wanted to ask you, sort of following up on other things
that the Secretary will clearly be asked about tomorrow – the President
said today that there had been progress on North Korea. Is he referring
to public reports that there has been some signs of deconstruction of
that missile launch site, or is there some other development on remains,
or are there other developments that are being alluded to?

MS NAUERT: Yeah, I can’t speak for the President, so I can’t comment on
that. But I can tell you we have —



QUESTION: (Off-mike.)

MS NAUERT: I can tell you we have working-level meetings, working-level
conversations continuing with the North Korean Government. There is
certainly a lot of work left to be done. I can tell you our Deputy
Assistant Secretary Mark Lambert is in – heading so Seoul, I believe
it’s actually today, where he’ll be continuing his meetings with his
counterparts. So again, a lot of work left to be done, but we look
forward to continuing that work.

QUESTION: Which counterparts, if I may ask?

MS NAUERT: He’ll be meeting with the South Koreans and the Japanese.

QUESTION: Can I —

MS NAUERT: Hi, Barbara.

QUESTION: Heather, just to clarify, when you say they’re continuing
working-level meetings, this is about the denuclearization agenda or is
it about the remains?

MS NAUERT: I’m not going to get into the specifics, but we are
continuing to have meetings. Okay.

QUESTION: (Off-mike.)

QUESTION: Syria?

MS NAUERT: Lesley, go right ahead.

QUESTION: A question on – well, can I just follow-up on something on
refugees? Yesterday, there was a letter sent to the Secretary —

MS NAUERT: Oh, I’m sorry. Let me go back to that for one second,
regarding Mark Lambert’s meeting. He’ll also be meeting with the Chinese
Government as well.

QUESTION: But not the North Koreans?

MS NAUERT: Nope. China, Tokyo, and Beijing. Excuse me.

QUESTION: No worries. Yesterday there was —

QUESTION: China, Tokyo, and Beijing. Wait. Are all his meetings in Seoul
—

MS NAUERT: South —

QUESTION: — or is he going to Tokyo, Seoul —

MS NAUERT: Seoul. All of his meetings are in Seoul. Pardon me.

QUESTION: So he’s not going to Beijing, he’s not going to – okay.



MS NAUERT: He’s not going to Beijing. He’s going —

QUESTION: All right. Thank you.

QUESTION: But he’s meeting —

QUESTION: I just have a follow-up.

MS NAUERT: I’m sorry. Let me back up. I’m sorry. I misstated this.
Forgive me, please. It’s —

QUESTION: (Off-mike.)

MS NAUERT: It’s been a long few weeks, so bear with me.

QUESTION: He also went to Mongolia. (Laughter.)

MS NAUERT: Yes, let me clarify. Mark Lambert is going to Seoul, Tokyo,
and Beijing, and that is where he will meet with his counterparts.

Okay. Lesley, go right ahead. Sorry about that.

QUESTION: All right. No worries. I just want to just follow-up quickly
something on – there was a letter yesterday to the Secretary from 32
former ambassadors and national security people about the possible
closure of PRM, the bureau. Did – can you confirm that he actually got
that?

MS NAUERT: I cannot confirm that. As you know, the Secretary’s on an
airplane. That is not a letter that I am familiar with the State
Department having received. It doesn’t mean that we haven’t received it.
I’m just not personally familiar with it.

As many of you know, OMB had included in a plan earlier this summer a
review of our humanitarian assistance structures or systems here at the
State Department in its reorganization report that it put forward. I can
tell you nothing has been finalized on that. Part of what the
Secretary’s job and role is to take a look at various programs here at
the State Department and make sure they’re effective and efficient and
the best use of taxpayer dollars and structured in the best way to
adhere to our mission. So nothing has been changed. Nothing has changed.
We’ve not made any kind of decisions, but this is something that the
Secretary’s certainly aware of.

QUESTION: Can —

QUESTION: Can we move on to Russia, please?

QUESTION: Hold on. Just one thing on that. Are you saying that OMB is
now going to be in the driver’s seat when it comes to refugee policy?

MS NAUERT: Of course not, Matt, but that was a plan that they – that is
a plan that they put forward, and I think you all are aware of that.



QUESTION: Well, yeah. But, I mean, is he seriously going to consider
this?

MS NAUERT: Matt, I’m not going to get ahead of any of the Secretary’s
decision making on this issue. It’s an important issue that will recover
a lot of – will require a lot of careful thought.

QUESTION: Well, does the Secretary believe that the functions of PRM
should stay at the State Department?

MS NAUERT: Matt, that’s not a question that I’ve asked the Secretary. We
have a lot of conversations about things, but I’ve not asked him that
question in particular.

QUESTION: Quick follow —

MS NAUERT: Lesley, did you have something else?

QUESTION: I want to go to Iran.

MS NAUERT: Okay.

QUESTION: So the President today said he’s ready to make a real deal on
Iran. Given his tweet this week that seemed to stir – to make one wonder
whether he’s pushing for regime change, this seems to backtrack a little
bit as to – that he’s ready to make – negotiate a follow-up on the
JCPOA.

MS NAUERT: Lesley, I’m going to be very cautious about not parsing the
President’s words. I’d have to refer you to the White House for anything
that the President said on that.

QUESTION: No, no, no. But this is it – is that – given that the State
Department has been in front of the pushing – making sure that countries
reimpose these sanctions and stuff, is it your understanding that
officials from the State Department are also prepared to engage in a
negotiation on a JCPOA?

MS NAUERT: I don’t have any – engage in negotiations on the JCPOA? We’ve
been talking with our counterparts all around the world about the re-
imposition of sanctions and holding the Iranian Government responsible
for the horrible acts that his government – its government has been
involved with in many parts of the world. And beyond that, I’m just not
going to have anything else for you.

QUESTION: It’s the Secretary, though, who suggested that the United
States stands with the Iranian people —

MS NAUERT: Yes, we do.

QUESTION: — but their regime is a mafia kleptocracy.

MS NAUERT: Yup, mm-hmm.



QUESTION: So there are certainly suggestions of support for regime
change.

MS NAUERT: The Secretary’s been very clear about that. He has said the
only change we want is a change of behavior. I would say anything beyond
that is an interpretation that is coming from whatever individual is
saying that.

QUESTION: Well, who would the —

MS NAUERT: That is not what the Secretary has said.

QUESTION: And you don’t think that the President’s remarks today, that
Lesley was just citing, are in any way a conflict with the tone and with
the tenor of the Secretary’s remarks?

MS NAUERT: I don’t think so. Okay? Okay.

QUESTION: (Off-mike.)

QUESTION: And just – on India?

MS NAUERT: Go ahead, Said.

QUESTION: Yeah. Thank you. I have a very quick question on the
Palestinian issue. Last week, Israel passed a controversial nation state
bill with no mention of equality to minority rights and so on. I wonder
if you are concerned that such a law would make some citizens of Israel
less equal than other. Do you have any comment on that?

MS NAUERT: We hesitate to respond – or to answer questions about other
country’s legislation, much like we don’t comment on pending
legislation. We are certainly aware of that new law. I’d have to refer
you to the Government of Israel for the specifics of that law and their
position on that. But I can tell as a general matter, and as it pertains
to this, that we believe in equality of all persons before the law.

QUESTION: Do you feel that such a law could compromise Israeli
democracy, that you highlight all the time?

MS NAUERT: I’m not going to comment from that. That would be a question
for Israelis. Please.

QUESTION: Really a couple quick other questions —

MS NAUERT: Yes.

QUESTION: — with your indulgence. One, there was a meeting today at the
Security Council regarding the situation in Gaza and in the Palestinian
territories. And of course, it calls for preventing war, another war in
Gaza. It also talks about aid, the humanitarian situation. And could you
update us on the status of, let’s say, this Gaza aid package that you or
that the administration has worked on for the past few months?



MS NAUERT: In terms of when we look at —

QUESTION: It terms of (inaudible) —

MS NAUERT: When we look at the situation in Gaza, we remind folks why
the situation there is as terrible as it is, and that’s largely because
of Hamas. And that’s because Hamas continues to foment disagreement and
discord among its own people. Hamas doesn’t spend the money that it
needs to on some of its own programs, such as electricity, food, clean
water, all of those things. So this government has been behind trying to
find alternatives and to try to create a better life for the people
living in Gaza. You’ve certainly seen Jason Greenblatt and also Jared
Kushner talk a lot about that. I believe it’s 13 trips or so that
they’ve made over to the region to discuss these issues. I’ll see if we
have anything new for you on that. I’d be happy to bring it to you when
we do.

QUESTION: Okay. Just to clarify there was a couple of back-to-back op-ed
pieces by Mr. Greenblatt, Kushner, and Ambassador Haley.

MS NAUERT: Right.

QUESTION: There seems to be a backtracking from this aid to Gaza first
as a way to, let’s say, put forth the deal of the century. Is that the
case now? Are we back to —

MS NAUERT: I would have to refer you to them for specifics about their
op-eds.

QUESTION: On India?

MS NAUERT: Hi Laurie.

QUESTION: Hi. Human Rights Watch has issued a —

QUESTION: Just – can we just go back to this law —

MS NAUERT: Matt —

QUESTION: — (inaudible) Israel for a second? I —

MS NAUERT: Well, Matt, I will come back to you. Laurie, go right ahead.

QUESTION: Human Rights Watch has issued a report about the Iraqi
suppression of protests, criticizing the excessive, unnecessary lethal
force, particularly from the Badr Organization and the Interior
Ministry. What is your comment on that?

MS NAUERT: Yeah. So we’re certainly aware of that Human Rights report
that was issued on July the 24th. It’s something that we’re watching
carefully. Our understanding is that the Iraqi Government is conducting
an investigation into this. That is something that we would certainly
support, that the U.S. Government does. But I’d also like to say we



support the right of the Iraqi people to peacefully protest, as we do
all around the world. The Iraqi Government has said that it will take
measures to try to safeguard both the right and security of both public
and private property. And I would just like to say I’d like to express
our – the loss of life. There’s certainly been a loss of life in this
and injuries as well.

QUESTION: Would you be willing to say that some elements of the Iraqi
Security Forces, like the Badr Organization are more thuggish than other
parts?

MS NAUERT: Laurie, I’m not going to characterize that. (Laughter.) I
think that’s – that would be an unfortunate trap.

QUESTION: Okay, and may I ask you about the Lavrov – the discussion
between Foreign Minister Lavrov and Secretary Pompeo. Your readout said
they discussed ideas on implementing counterterrorism process
coordination. What might those ideas be?

MS NAUERT: Well, I’m not going to be able to get into the specifics of
that, because some of that is private diplomatic conversation. But our
government has spoken numerous times about how there are ways that we
could work together with other governments on issues of
counterterrorism. Terrorism is not something, obviously, unique to the
United States. It’s also something that other countries have experienced
as well. And if we could find some small places in which we could work
together with the Russian Government on certain elements, on certain
things, that would certainly be a good thing. And that’s part of what
the President has talked about.

QUESTION: And did the arrest of Maria Butina come up?

MS NAUERT: That is something that I would not get into. That would be a
Department of Justice issue. And let me make something clear, that the
State Department – unlike other governments around the world, the State
Department would not be involved in any kind of law enforcement
situation like that. That would all be under the Department of Justice.
And so the Secretary would not have anything to say on that. Okay?

QUESTION: India?

MS NAUERT: Nazira, go right ahead.

QUESTION: Thank you, Heather. Two question. One question regarding
General Abdul Rashid Dostum returning back to Afghanistan, how much he
is useful or maybe not, or yes. What’s your comment? Election is close.

The other question is Abu Dhabi meeting for country Emirate,
Afghanistan, United States, Saudi. Do you know the result, how much is
going to be (inaudible)?

MS NAUERT: So first thing, I can tell you that our senior bureau
official for SCA, Alice Wells, is returning today from Doha, Qatar, and



that’s where she’s been meeting with the – she met with the deputy prime
minister. She also met with other government officials to talk about
their contributions to the situation in Afghanistan. Qatar has been an
important and valuable partner in that. They have helped with training
and equipping, they have helped with supplies, things of that nature
that are obviously needed by coalition partners to help facilitate what
is going on right there. So Alice is returning. She’s had good meetings.
And part of the reason she went there was to commend the government for
their ongoing support for peace in Afghanistan.

To your second question with reports about General Dostum returning to
Afghanistan, we would see that largely as an internal matter for the
Government of Afghanistan to handle. We’re certainly aware of the
reports. But while we are on the subject, I just want to say how gravely
sorry the United States Government is for the loss of life that took
place in the terror attack on – I believe it was on Sunday that killed
about 14 people, I believe it was.

QUESTION: Yes.

MS NAUERT: We want to send our deepest condolences to the government.
And Nazira, since it’s been a while since I’ve seen you, we had a good,
productive trip to Afghanistan, and it was really incredible to meet
with President Ghani and Abdullah Abdullah and have conversations with
their cabinet officials about the President’s overall strategy in
Afghanistan and what the United States Government sees as hope –
possible hope for Afghanistan. I know some folks in the media and around
the world have pooh-poohed that ceasefire that lasted a few days, but
our view on this, if you can get a ceasefire that lasts a few days,
perhaps you could get another one that lasts a little bit longer, and
that gives the people of Afghanistan hope. So I hope it gives you some
hope as well, and good to see you. Welcome back.

QUESTION: Thank you very much.

QUESTION: (Off-mike.)

MS NAUERT: Yeah. Hey, Nick. I’m going to try to get around to as many
people as possible (inaudible). Hi, Nick.

QUESTION: On China. U.S. airlines are saying they are going to comply
with this Chinese request to change how they refer to Taiwan. Some of
them are saying that —

MS NAUERT: They have said that they would? I haven’t seen that
development.

QUESTION: And they’re sort of laying the blame with the State
Department, saying that this was the result of failed negotiations
between State and the Chinese Government to come up with a solution.
State Department had said earlier that it opposed this Chinese demand.
Do you have any update?



MS NAUERT: Oh, we would oppose a government’s demand on private
corporations that private corporations label something the way that the
government demands it to do that. I was not aware that the companies
said that they would fold to the Chinese Government, so I would just
refer you back to those American companies.

Hey, Kylie.

QUESTION: Can we just, for a second, go back to North Korea? The
Secretary today said that he wanted inspectors on the ground at the Sohe
missile testing site location with – that they’re going to be
destroying. Was that the initial agreement that Trump and Chairman Kim
made when they established this plan in Singapore, or is this a new ask
that the U.S. is coming at with —

MS NAUERT: Well, I think the dismantling of that would be in line with
Chairman Kim’s commitments to the United States, and I’ll just leave it
at that.

QUESTION: Okay. And so if they dismantle this testing site and there
aren’t any U.S. inspectors on the ground, is that a signal of success?
Is that a positive thing?

MS NAUERT: Yeah, I’m just not going to get into the specifics of that.
Verification is obviously something that is paramount. Verification from
legitimate groups and done by legitimate countries is something that –
is something that the United States Government will be looking for.

QUESTION: But that’s only —

QUESTION: Just to clarify on this —

MS NAUERT: Okay. Hi.

QUESTION: — did North Korea notify to the U.S. Government that they were
beginning dismantling this site or do you just —

MS NAUERT: I don’t have anything for you on that.

QUESTION: — are aware of it by reports or —

MS NAUERT: I just don’t have anything for you on that. Okay?

QUESTION: (Off-mike.)

MS NAUERT: Uh-huh. Yeah.

QUESTION: Can we go – can we go to Russia?

MS NAUERT: Kylie, go right ahead.

QUESTION: U.S.-Burma?

QUESTION: So still on North Korea, there have been reports that some of



the remains will be repatriated this week. Is that true?

MS NAUERT: I’m not going to get ahead of anything that may or may not
happen. As you all know, we had some good conversations and feel like we
made some degree of progress when the last meeting was held on the 16th,
and our working group conversations continue. And I’ll let you know when
we have any changes. Okay?

QUESTION: What about —

QUESTION: India.

MS NAUERT: Okay.

QUESTION: India.

MS NAUERT: Hi. How are you?

QUESTION: A Kremlin aide has said that President Putin has not accepted
President Trump’s invitation to come to Washington, and saying that with
all the backlash and the negative reaction, it might be better to let
the dust settle. Do you have any comment on that? Is that – is the State
Department already involved in —

MS NAUERT: That would – I mean, that would be something that would come
out of the White House, so it’s – you’d have to direct that question to
the White House about whether or not it was a formal invitation. I don’t
believe it’s been a formal invitation, but really, I’m speaking – that’s
out of my lane, and so I’d just refer you back to the White House. My
understanding is that nothing has been set up at this point. Okay? Okay.

QUESTION: Can we stay on Russia?

QUESTION: U.S. border.

QUESTION: I’ve been asking – we’re back on Russia.

MS NAUERT: Michelle, this is not just about you. There are other people,
as you see. I’ve been trying to get around to various people in the
room. I will come to you now, but as you can see, I’m not —

QUESTION: Well, I only asked because it was Russia.

MS NAUERT: Yes, that’s fine. Go right ahead.

QUESTION: I wasn’t asking for personal reasons.

MS NAUERT: Sure.

QUESTION: So now that you’ve had several days since the summit in
Helsinki, and I’m assuming that you and your team have been able to
speak to the Secretary – when he was asked about it today, he said only
that he had conversations with Trump and Lavrov and that – and he called
it an incredibly important meeting. Do you know that he feels like he’s



fully aware of everything that happened between Trump and Putin —

MS NAUERT: I can tell you the Secretary and the President have an
excellent relationship. They talk frequently, as does the President with
other members of his foreign policy team. The Secretary and the
President spent time together shortly after that meeting, and they’ve
been in touch every day, if not several times a day, since then.

QUESTION: But does that mean that he feels like he fully knows what went
on in the meeting?

MS NAUERT: I think the Secretary does. He and the President are closely
connected.

QUESTION: U.S. border.

QUESTION: Okay. And on —

MS NAUERT: Last question, Michelle.

QUESTION: Okay. Well, let me try to narrow them down.

MS NAUERT: Okay. Well, I have other people to go to, so I’ll come – go
right ahead. Go right —

QUESTION: Before the summit —

MS NAUERT: Yes.

QUESTION: — he said that he was confident that President Trump would say
in no uncertain terms to Putin that interfering in the U.S. elections
was absolutely unacceptable. Does he know that that indeed happened
during the summit?

MS NAUERT: The President spoke about that himself. I’ll refer you to the
White House or back to the – hold on – back to the transcript where the
President said that he brought up the issue of meddling in the election.
The Secretary has also spoken to this —

QUESTION: But bringing it up isn’t making it clear.

MS NAUERT: — many times that that kind of activity would not be
acceptable. I can’t say it to you more than I already have that the
Secretary has addressed this issue, the President has addressed this
issue. 2016, unacceptable. If they attempt to do that again in the
future, that is also unacceptable in the eyes of the United States
Government. And I think that’s exactly why the White House has assigned
duties to the Department of Homeland Security, to the Department of
Justice, and other U.S. Government agencies and departments to not only
be on the lookout, but is also giving them tools and resources that they
need to try to combat against any of this.

QUESTION: So what did the Secretary think of that press conference in



Helsinki?

MS NAUERT: I have not asked him that question, Michelle.

QUESTION: Turkey.

QUESTION: U.S. —

MS NAUERT: Okay, go right ahead.

QUESTION: This question is about the U.S. border, where in the prison
there are hundreds of Indians now, confirmed reports, mostly from
Punjab, and they are coming through the human smuggling rings. So have
you reached out to the Government of India to stop these rackets
originating from Punjab? And the second – and what is going to be the
future for these young men? And the third one is about all this talk
about religious freedom here going on. These people have been asked to –
their turbans have been taken away, and – which is a religious symbol
for them, Sikh.

MS NAUERT: I understand.

QUESTION: And so what is the take on these points from —

MS NAUERT: I don’t have all the specifics on the case that you are
describing to me, so my apologies for that. I could certainly link you
up with some of our folks who are covering that and following that more
closely.

But what I can say as a general matter is that we support religious
freedom. That’s precisely why we are hosting this ministerial here this
week with people from around the world from various faiths, and frankly,
we’ve invited people who don’t have faith as well, because we want to
talk about the importance of religious tolerance and religious freedom,
thinking that – believing that that not only makes for better societies,
stronger countries, it helps with investment and bring investment into
various countries, because you know that governments and people are more
stable. But I’d be happy to link you up with some of our folks to
discuss —

QUESTION: About the – with the – have you reached out to the Government
of India on these rackets that – starting from – and it has been going
on?

MS NAUERT: Well, I’ll certainly look into that for you, okay? I just
don’t have any information on that. Okay? Okay.

QUESTION: (Off-mike.)

QUESTION: One more on India.

QUESTION: One more?



MS NAUERT: Last question. Last question, Matt.

QUESTION: Can I go back to this Israel law, and then – well, you said
that you believe in the equality of all people under the law, but yet
you don’t have any comment on this new law in Israel. So I’m just
wondering, does that mean that you do not think that this new law
affects the equality of all people under the law?

MS NAUERT: Matt, you know very well that we don’t comment on other
countries’ legislation or even pending legislation, okay?

QUESTION: That’s just not true, Heather. I can think of – I wrote them
down as you said this. I can think of laws in Hungary, in Poland, in
Turkey – and that’s just off the top of my head – that you guys have
opined on regularly. It’s not true that you don’t comment on other
countries’ laws. When other countries’ laws you find problematic or
concerning or offensive or whatever, you regularly speak out on them. So
I’m just going to assume, I guess, that you don’t have a problem with
this law in Israel because —

MS NAUERT: Matt, no, don’t ever assume. Don’t ever assume anything. When
we talk about equality and how equality is something that America stands
for, I would stand firmly behind that comment. So don’t assume anything,
okay? Don’t assume anything, okay?

QUESTION: I’m not assuming anything about the U.S. I’m trying to figure
out what you think, if anything, about the law in Israel.

MS NAUERT: Final – final question. Janne, go right ahead.

QUESTION: I’d also like to know if you have any comment about the
appointment, the promotion, the nomination of four senior State
Department officials to be career ambassadors by the President. This
building didn’t say anything about that when it came out last week. Is
this a good thing?

MS NAUERT: We did see that nomination come out, and that is something
that we were very pleased with, four career ambassadors. As you all will
recall, it was less than a year ago when many of you were making snarky
comments about the reduced number of career ambassadors, so we’re
pleased that the White House put forward the announcement of four career
ambassadors. I hope that won’t be lost in your reporting. I hope that
also goes to show the Secretary’s – how important he finds our career
folks here at the State Department and how much he respects what they
have to do. So we hope to —

QUESTION: (Off-mike.)

MS NAUERT: Hope we have a speedy process in Congress and through the
Senate.

Okay, final question.



QUESTION: So the U.S. Senate – six senators, bipartisan senators – have
proposed a bill to restrict international loans for Turkey. Would you
support those sanctions? They say they are there because – they proposed
the legislation because of the detainment of Pastor Andrew Brunson.

MS NAUERT: Yeah. And so —

QUESTION: Would you support such measures?

MS NAUERT: — if that’s a sanction matter, that’s something we just would
not preview. But I mean, I can certainly tell you that the case of
Pastor Brunson is one that we have all followed very closely, very
carefully, not just here at the State Department. The Vice President
has. The President has as well. And we would like to see Pastor Brunson
brought home soon.

Okay, and that’s all.

QUESTION: Just one more question?

MS NAUERT: I don’t have anything for you on sanctions.

QUESTION: One more?

MS NAUERT: Thank you, everybody. Good to see you.

(The briefing was concluded at 3:43 p.m.)
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Washington, DC
July 23, 2018

Pursuant to their shared goal of continuing to advance bilateral space
cooperation and further strengthen the U.S.-Japan alliance as declared by
their leaders, the Government of the United States of America and the
Government of Japan held their Fifth Meeting of the Comprehensive Dialogue on
Space in Tokyo, on July 20, 2018. This Dialogue represents the strong and
shared commitment of two of the world’s most advanced spacefaring nations to
further enhance bilateral space cooperation and to cooperate closely with the
international community toward ensuring the continuous, safe, and stable use
of outer space for current and future generations.

This meeting was co-chaired by representatives from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, and the National Space Policy Secretariat, Cabinet Office for Japan,
and by representatives from the National Space Council and the National
Security Council for the United States. Principal participants included the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs; National Space Policy Secretariat; National
Security Secretariat; National Ocean Policy Secretariat; Ministry of Internal
Affairs and Communications; Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science,
and Technology; Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry; Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism; Ministry of the Environment; Ministry
of Defense; Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA); National Institute of
Information and Communications Technology (NICT); and National Institute for
Environmental Studies (NIES) from the Japanese side, and the Department of
State; Department of Defense; Department of Transportation; the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and the Intelligence Community
from the U.S. side.

This Fifth Comprehensive Dialogue on Space continued the work to enhance and
strengthen cooperation between the two countries from a broad, inclusive, and
strategic perspective. With the participation of experts from a wide range of
government agencies, the Dialogue emphasized a whole-of-government approach
to civil, commercial, and national security space interest and cooperation.

At the Fifth Dialogue, both sides provided updates on their respective space
policies. In regard to space traffic management (STM), as outer space is
becoming increasingly congested with orbital debris and the volume and
diversity of activities in space grows, both sides affirmed the importance of
measures to maintain the safe and responsible use of outer space, and
confirmed strengthened cooperation on related issues such as space
situational awareness (SSA), orbital debris mitigation and international
norms and best practices for activities in space. Both sides also discussed
opportunities for cooperation in space resource development.

Both sides renewed their recognition that their leaders affirmed their strong
determination to further “expand bilateral security cooperation in the fields



of space and cyberspace” in their Joint Statement in February 2017, and based
on this, the U.S.-Japan Space Security Dialogue was held in Tokyo on July 19,
2018, and discussed space security cooperation. Both sides shared the view
that it is critically important to enhance space domain mission assurance,
including resiliency of their space systems. Both sides welcomed bilateral
security cooperation in outer space through participation in the Schriever
Wargame and the Global Sentinel Exercise. Both sides reaffirmed mutual
interest in sharing information and experience in space situational awareness
(SSA). Recognizing that space systems are essential to maritime activities,
both sides confirmed that they would continue to explore opportunities for
whole-of-government collaboration in order to build a foundation of
experience regarding the use of space for Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA).
Both sides affirmed to keep exploring the possibility of bilateral
cooperation in hosted payloads, satellite communications and human resources
development.

Recognizing that their leaders shared the view to promote further cooperation
in the exploration of space at the U.S.-Japan summit meeting held in November
2017, both sides reconfirmed the importance of the constructive discussion
and positive outcomes resulting from the second International Space
Exploration Forum (ISEF2) held on March 3, 2018 in Tokyo. The U.S. side
presented the Gateway, to be launched in orbit around the Moon and lunar
surface missions, and invited the participation of Japan. The Japanese side
expressed its intention to advance coordination on these missions with a view
towards participation. Both sides exchanged opinions on future cooperation,
and confirmed a desire to accelerate coordination on concrete bilateral space
exploration missions. Both sides welcomed the ongoing efforts under the
Japan-U.S. Open Platform Partnership Program (JP-US OP3) relating to the
International Space Station (ISS), discussed the operation and utilization of
ISS from 2025 onwards, the importance of encouraging private sector
activities in low Earth orbit, and the strategic and diplomatic significance
of future space exploration cooperation.

Both sides welcomed efforts to strengthen industry cooperation at the fourth
Dialogue. In February 2018, a Japanese public-private mission on space
industry visited the United States and deepened exchanges with U.S. companies
and government officials to encourage further cooperation in a proactive
manner. Both sides discussed further collaboration in space applications,
including satellite navigation systems such as the U.S. Global Positioning
System (GPS) and Japan’s Quasi-Zenith Satellite System (QZSS) and Earth
observation, as well as in space science including space weather.

Both sides reaffirmed the importance of the rule of law in outer space and
voluntary best practice guidelines. They exchanged updates on ongoing
activities in multilateral cooperation fora in which both nations
participate, including the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space (UNCOPUOS) and the G7, and reiterated the importance of continued
cooperative pursuit of the guidelines for long-term sustainability of outer
space activities, and transparency and confidence-building measures (TCBMs)
to strengthen stability in space activities. Both sides recognized the role
of space applications in the context of achieving the UN Sustainable



Development Goals (SDGs), and discussed cooperation in the Asia-Pacific
region for confidence-building and capacity-building for developing countries
in the field of space. Both sides further recognized the importance of
working cooperatively at ongoing meetings of the International
Telecommunications Union (ITU) to discuss appropriate usage of radio
frequency spectrum while preventing harmful interference.

Both sides reconfirmed the strategic value of the Comprehensive Dialogue on
Space as a mechanism to guide overall bilateral space cooperation policies,
and reaffirmed that this Dialogue would continue to strengthen cooperative
relations between the two countries across ministries, departments, and
agencies.

Both sides concurred on holding the Sixth Meeting of the Dialogue in the
United States, in 2019.
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QUESTION: Okay. Mr. Secretary, thanks for doing this. We really appreciate
it.

SECRETARY POMPEO: It is a blessing to be with you. Thank you.
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QUESTION: Let me ask you – the ministerial conference coming up, the message
you want to send on religious freedom. Explain why this event is so
important.

SECRETARY POMPEO: So this is a big deal, the first time the State Department
has ever hosted such a gathering. We’ll have folks from over 80 countries,
40-plus foreign ministers, all kinds of religious groups and NGOs all coming
together on a common theme, which is that the advancement of religious
freedom matters to every individual in every country. The human dignity,
human rights attached to religious freedom, I feel personally and I know
President Trump does as well.

So we want this administration to make religious freedom a true priority for
the United States State Department in every interaction we have with our
foreign partners. Not every country will achieve the level of religious
freedom that we have here in the United States. We think we can advance it
all across the world by bringing together folks from all faiths and frankly
those who have no faith, but their capacity to practice religion in the way
that they choose is important for the world.

QUESTION: A victory. What is a victory coming out of this? In other words,
what are some tangible results that you hope will eventually take seed, take
root, if you will?

SECRETARY POMPEO: So we have a number of initiatives that we’ll announce at
the ministerial, some things that are concrete – not just talk, but real
action. But second, we believe just the fact that we’ll get all these people
together in a single room – we don’t believe this has happened before under
the auspices of the United States Government. We know it has not. And their
presence, the capacity to get to know each other and work together and
understand that we know many countries struggle to give religious freedom to
their citizens – they’ll see how other countries have overcome those
challenges, how they have moved towards a more religiously tolerant society.
We think those will demonstrate real, tangible, positive results in the weeks
and months to follow this three-day gathering here at the State Department.

QUESTION: Explain a little bit about why this is personal for you. Because
you – your faith I know is very, very important to you. You’ve talked about
this in public before. So why – this seems – there’s a public policy aspect,
but it’s also personal. Tell me a little bit about that.

SECRETARY POMPEO: Look, it’s very consistent with what the Trump
administration is trying to achieve with respect to religious freedom, but it
also fits with my worldview. I am an Evangelical Christian. I know that not
everyone shares that faith, but it’s important. It’s important not only to
Christians, but people of all faiths have the capacity to worship in the way
that they desire, that they do so without fear of retribution from their
government or the risk that they’ll be punished or not have the ability to
raise themselves and their families in the faith the way that they want to.
It is incredibly important that all faiths have the opportunity – that every
individual have the opportunity to practice faith in the way they want. It’s
central to my understanding of my religion; it’s central to understanding my



role as the Secretary of State as well.

QUESTION: Pastor Brunson real quick, since it obviously ties in. What is your
message to President Erdogan and Turkey on this specifically? This has been
ongoing to the point of – many folks say – ridiculousness.

SECRETARY POMPEO: Time for Pastor Brunson to return home and to be free. We
have worked diligently. The President personally has worked diligently on
this issue. This is an example where a higher degree of religious freedom
around the world would create less risk not only for the citizens of their
own country but for Americans as they travel abroad. Pastor Brunson’s case is
very much a focus of the team that I lead here at the State Department, and
we’re optimistic that in the days and weeks ahead we’ll get a good outcome
for Pastor Brunson, his family, and frankly for many of those that are held
in places around the world.

QUESTION: While I have you here, obviously, as Secretary of State, I’ve got
to ask you about what’s been going on with Vladimir Putin and Russia. So I
just want to get that out. There has been talk at least about Putin wanting
these U.S., American citizens interrogated somehow as part of the deal for
election meddling and all of that, especially Mike McCaul, the former U.S.
ambassador. And that’s why I’m asking you specifically – the former U.S.
ambassador for Russia. Is that a nonstarter that American citizens like Mike
McCaul can be interrogated by the Russians? It’s getting a lot of pushback.

SECRETARY POMPEO: Yeah, that’s not going to happen. There’s been a lot of
heat and relatively little light in the past few days about the President’s
visit to Helsinki. He went there with the objective to create an opportunity
for leaders of these two powers that own enormous nuclear capacity to have a
channel to communicate. There were places they found overlap. We’re going to
work on counterterrorism together. We’re hopeful that on some of these grand
arms control issues that are very important to the world that there may well
be a path forward. But make no mistake; President Trump understands that
Russia doesn’t share our interests in every place, and so he was very clear
with Vladimir Putin about that.

With respect to the particular question, the administration is not going to
send or force Americans to travel to Russia to be interrogated by Vladimir
Putin and his team.

QUESTION: Fair enough. One last question as it relates to Russia. A little
bit about what happens now exactly in terms of a lot of folks believe that,
in essence, Russia is still spying on the United States. You’re a former CIA
guy and now Secretary of State. What’s the answer to that?

SECRETARY POMPEO: There is a long history, decades of history, of Russia’s
efforts to undermine Western democracy – the Soviet Union for decades, now
Russia for the last few. I don’t expect that will stop. It is this
administration’s mission to raise the costs for Russian activity of that kind
to attempt to deter them. We’re eyes wide open about Russia’s efforts to
undermine Western democracy. We’re going to do our level best to stop them.
And when we don’t stop them, we will call them out for it and make sure they



understand that that type of behavior is unacceptable. This administration
has been incredibly tough on Russia. We’re proud of that, and I’m confident
we’ll have to continue to do so as there is still Russian behavior that is
inconsistent with a good relationship between our two countries.

QUESTION: Do you think the media and liberals are a little bit out of control
on the treason stuff? I mean, they’ve been just hammering this President on
open treason. What has been your view of that?

SECRETARY POMPEO: Yeah, it’s silly. I actually looked back at some of the
senators’ statements when Obama was – the president was Barack Obama. They
were talking about the need for important and good relationship between
somehow – somehow they have either changed their mind, or they’ve become pure
political hacks. I suspect it’s the latter and not the former.

QUESTION: And while I have you, last question on North Korea human rights. Do
you trust Kim Jong-un? You’ve met him, obviously. What’s your sense of that?
And how much of human rights and that discussion, religious freedom, ever
come up in some of these discussions at all?

SECRETARY POMPEO: So I’m avoiding talking about the conversations I’ve had
with the North Koreans as we’re in active negotiations with them, but I want
your viewers to know that the United States rarely has an encounter with a
country where we don’t raise human rights concerns where they exist. We know
the history there in North Korea. We know the history of many countries with
which we deal.

We have a broad range of issues with these nations, so there are times that
we can’t make that the only issue upon which we focus. But your viewers
should understand that religious freedom and human rights are something that
the State Department puts at the center of our discussions with those
countries that aren’t living up to what the appropriate standard for those
types of behaviors ought to be.

QUESTION: Good luck with the ministerial.

SECRETARY POMPEO: Thank you very much.

QUESTION: A very important event. Thank you.

SECRETARY POMPEO: Thank you, sir.
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From July 20-23, U.S. government officials met with senior delegations from
the five Central Asian republics in Almaty, Kazakhstan, and Tashkent,
Uzbekistan, to discuss progress under the three C5+1 Working Groups —
Environment, Economic Connectivity, and Security. The C5+1 is the primary
regional diplomatic platform through which the United States and the five
Central Asian republics cooperate to advance economic integration, mitigate
environmental vulnerabilities, and strengthen security cooperation.

Assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau of Economic and Business Affairs
Manisha Singh led the U.S. delegation to the Economic Connectivity Working
Group on July 20, in Almaty. During that event, Assistant Secretary Singh
headed a conversation on bolstering connectivity and trade through increasing
economic ties, during which USAID Deputy Assistant Administrator for Asia
Javier Piedra also briefed participants on current C5+1 economic projects and
identified opportunities for future engagement.

Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Central Asia Henry Ensher led
the U.S. delegation to the Environment Working Group, held on July 20, in
Almaty, which introduced the Central Asian Regional Electricity Market
(CAREM) project to the C5+1.

Mr. Ensher also led the U.S. delegation to the Security Working Group on July
23, in Tashkent. Participants discussed regional counterterrorism efforts and
border security cooperation, as well as efforts to counter violent extremism
in the region and the launch of the first two Working Group projects. Those
Working Groups projects focus on community engagement as a means to prevent
radicalization to violence.
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