
Government enforces “restriction-
testing declaration” and compulsory
testing notice in respect of specified
“restricted area” in Pak Suet House,
Choi Hung Estate, Wong Tai Sin
     â€‹The Government yesterday (May 31) exercised the power under the
Prevention and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain Persons)
Regulation (Cap. 599J) to make a “restriction-testing declaration” effective
from 6pm yesterday, under which people (hereafter referred to as “persons
subject to compulsory testing”) within the specified “restricted area” in
Wong Tai Sin (i.e. Pak Suet House, Choi Hung Estate, Wong Tai Sin) were
required to stay in their premises and undergo compulsory testing. Persons
subject to compulsory testing are required to stay in their premises until
all such persons identified in the “restricted area” have undergone testing
and the test results are mostly ascertained.

     In addition, the Government issued a compulsory testing notice yesterday
to any person who had been present at the above building for more than two
hours from May 25 to 31, 2022 to undergo compulsory testing on or before June
2, 2022 even if they were not present in the “restricted area” at the time
when the declaration took effect. The Government finished the compulsory
testing exercise at around 7.30am today (June 1) and is now carrying out
enforcement actions in the “restricted area” to verify that all people in the
“restricted area” have undergone compulsory testing. The Government will
further announce the revocation time of the declaration.

     Starting from around 7.30am today, persons in the specified “restricted
area” in Wong Tai Sin who have undergone testing and are able to present SMS
notifications with negative test results or wear wristbands as proof of
having undergone testing may leave the “restricted area” through the
designated exit after providing personal information to a prescribed officer.

     The Government set up temporary specimen collection stations in the
“restricted area” yesterday and requested persons subject to compulsory
testing to collect combined nasal and throat swab samples at the stations to
undergo a COVID-19 virus test before 11.30pm yesterday. Around 1 480 people
within the area had undergone testing, among which one case tested positive
was found. The Centre for Health Protection of the Department of Health will
arrange to follow up.

     Regarding cases tested positive in the specified “restricted area”, the
Government has provided additional food packs, health advice for persons
tested positive pending admission to hospitals or isolation facilities,
disinfection products and surgical masks to these persons and their household
members pending follow-up arrangement.
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     Moreover, the Government also assigned staff to visit around 770
households within the “restricted area”, among which 102 households did not
answer the door. The Government will take measures to follow up.

     The Government reiterates that enforcement actions will be taken
seriously. Any person who fails to present an SMS notification with a test
result or wear a wristband as proof of having undergone testing breaches the
compulsory testing notice and may be liable to a fine of $10,000. The person
will also be issued with a compulsory testing order, requiring him/her to
undergo testing within a specified time frame. Failure to comply with the
compulsory testing order or the “restriction-testing declaration” is an
offence and the offender may be liable to a fine of level 5 ($50,000) and
imprisonment for six months.

Government follows up on positive
results of sewage surveillance and
appeals to residents to undergo virus
testing

     The Government announced today (May 31) that in order to fight the
coronavirus epidemic, the Environmental Protection Department and the
Drainage Services Department have been collecting sewage samples for virus
testing in all districts, and had detected positive results in some areas,
indicating that there may be hidden cases in the premises within these areas.
 
Rapid test
 
     As regards positive sewage testing results with relatively high viral
loads in the following areas, the Housing Department and the respective
District Offices will commence distributing about 240 000 sets of the
COVID-19 rapid antigen test (RAT) kits to residents, cleaning workers and
property management staff working in the following areas for them to take the
test on their own, in order to help identify infected persons:
 

Southern District – Tin Wan Estate, Shek Pai Wan Estate, Hung Fuk Court,
Yue Fai Court, Yue Kwong Chuen and residential premises around Hing Wo
Street, Ka Wo Street and Tang Fung Street (See Annex)
Sham Shui Po District – Shek Kip Mei Estate and residential premises
around 70A-178 Tai Po Road (See Annex)
Kwun Tong District – Richland Gardens
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     Members of the public may refer to
(www.coronavirus.gov.hk/rat/eng/rat.html) for enquiries relating to the use
of the RAT kits.
 
     When using an RAT kit, please pay attention to and follow the
instructions from the manufacturer to perform the test and read the result
properly. It is advisable to record the displayed result by taking a photo
immediately after reading. Users should wash their hands before and after
performing the tests, and avoid placing non-essential items within the
specimen collection area. After completing the test, wrap and seal all
components of the test kit carefully and dispose of them properly. If the
household environment is contaminated during the specimen collecting process,
disinfection should be conducted with 1 in 49 diluted bleach solution or 70
per cent alcohol.
 
     People who obtained a positive result through an RAT for the first time
can report via the online platform "Declaration System for individuals tested
positive for COVID-19 using Rapid Antigen Test" (www.chp.gov.hk/ratp). If
individuals encounter difficulties using the online platform, they can call
the automated system at 183 6119 to register their identification document
and telephone number. The Centre for Health Protection of the Department of
Health will contact the relevant person later to finish the report procedure.

Lincolnshire man fined £21,000 for
storing waste illegally
Two-year fly-tip racket catches up with pensioner

Effective Exchange Rate Index

     The effective exchange rate index for the Hong Kong dollar on Friday,
May 27, 2022 is 99.4 (down 0.2 against yesterday's index).

G7 health ministers unite to protect
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world from another pandemic
G7 health ministers agree to pandemic pact to help protect the world against
another pandemic
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