UN Human Rights Council 51: Statement
for the Interactive Dialogue with the
OHCHR on technical assistance and
capacity-building for South Sudan

World news story

The UK delivered a statement on for the Interactive Dialogue with the OHCHR
regarding the providing of technical assistance amid ongoing human rights
issues in the country.
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Thank you Madam Vice President,

The United Kingdom thanks the Director for his presentation and the continued
work of the Office of the High Commissioner in South Sudan.

The UK is deeply concerned by the continuing and dire human rights situation
in South Sudan. This year, hundreds of civilians have been killed or been
victims of Conflict Related Sexual Violence at the hands of government and
opposition forces. Horrific attacks in southern Unity State and ongoing
violence in Upper Nile State are prime examples of this. There needs to be
urgent action by the South Sudanese Government to protect civilians and hold
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perpetrators to account.

The UK commends the OHCHR and UNMISS for their continuing technical
assistance, but it is clear that technical assistance alone will not lead to
sustainable peace and justice without clear mechanisms for scrutiny and
accountability. The Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan therefore plays
a vital role in helping to hold those responsible for human rights violations
and abuses to account, including through their monitoring and reporting.

The UK acknowledges the Government of South Sudan’s extension of the 2018
peace agreement and accompanying Roadmap. We call on the South Sudanese
Government to implement the peace agreement, including all of Chapter V, in
full and to the timelines set by their new Roadmap.

Mr Director,

What prospects do you see for the establishment as soon as possible of the
truth and justice mechanisms under Chapter V, including the Hybrid Court? How
can this be most effectively supported?

Thank you.
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