UN Human Rights Council 49: UK
statement for the interactive dialogue

with the Special Representative on
Children and Armed Conflict

The United Kingdom reaffirms its strong support for the work of the Special
Representative, as we celebrate 25 years of the Children and Armed Conflict
mandate.

The UK remains deeply concerned about the sustained and alarming number of
grave violations committed against children.

In Ukraine, Russia’s unprovoked and brutal assault has already resulted in
hundreds of civilian casualties and deaths, including children. Continued
attacks on schools, as well as other civilian infrastructure, demonstrate why
we advocate for universal endorsement of the Safe Schools Declaration.

We fully endorse the statement by the UN Committee on the Rights of the
Child, demanding Russia immediately cease its aggression and military
actions. This is the only way to ensure the protection of children in
Ukraine.

Moreover, persistently high levels of sexual violence against children
globally remains concerning, which is why in November 2021, we launched the
Call to Action to ensure the rights of children born of sexual violence in
conflict.

It is critical the voices of young people are heard and that they shape
policy decisions. Qur Minister for Africa is hosting a roundtable with young
people this month to do just that.

Madam Special Representative,

Could you provide an update on the situation in Ukraine and the work your
office is doing to support children and monitor alleged violations?
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