UN Human Rights Council 46: UK
statement on freedom of religion and
belief

Thank you, Madam President,

We remain deeply concerned about the scale of abuses and violations of the
right to freedom of religion or belief: no one should suffer because of their
conscience.

We thank the Special Rapporteur for his work over the past five years, and
look forward to engaging with him on his report on combatting anti-Muslim
hatred, as well as on Christian persecution and other forms of
discrimination.

The United Kingdom is home to many thriving religions and beliefs. We reject
all forms of intolerance and hate. Internationally, we are concerned by the
societal impacts of the pandemic including rising hate speech, misinformation
and conspiracy theories which target minority faith communities in different
countries.

We are also concerned about actions of governments such as Sri Lanka, where
the government’s mandatory cremation policy for those deceased due to
Covid-19 has impacted Muslim and Christian minorities in particular. We hope
this practice will soon cease and we are ready to provide technical support
and evidence to counter misinformation.

This year, we will continue to assess the pandemic’s impact on human rights.

What steps can we, the international community, take to ensure it does not
fuel further global intolerance towards religious and belief minorities?

Thank you.
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