UN chief welcomes second anniversary
of ‘Implementation Day’ for Iran
nuclear deal

17 January 2018 — United Nations Secretary-General Anténio Guterres on
Wednesday welcomed the second anniversary of the day when Iran was confirmed
to have taken a series of nuclear-related actions under the nuclear agreement
reached with key countries in 2015.

“This marks another significant milestone” in the historic agreement, said UN
Spokesman Stéphane Dujarric in a statement, noting that the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) — reached by Iran, China, France,
Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom, the United States and the European Union
— constitutes a major achievement of nuclear non-proliferation and diplomacy,
and has contributed to regional and international peace and security.
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The day, known as “Implementation Day,” occurred on 16 January 2016 when the
Security Council received the report from the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) confirming that Iran has taken a series of nuclear-related
actions specified in the JCPOA’s annex.

“The Secretary-General remains convinced that the JCPOA is the best way to
ensure the exclusively peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear programme and to
realize the promised tangible economic benefits for the Iranian people,” Mr.
Dujarric said.

“The Secretary-General calls for concerns regarding its implementation to be
addressed through the mechanisms established by the agreement,” and “believes
that issues not directly related to the JCPOA should be addressed without
prejudice to preserving the agreement and its accomplishments,” Mr. Dujarric
added.
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