
UN chief urges Maldives to uphold rule
of law amid rapidly unfolding
political crisis

6 February 2018 – Following the declaration of a ‘state of emergency’ in the
Maldives, after which soldiers forced their way into the Supreme Court,
United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres on Tuesday urged the
Government to uphold the rule of law and ensure the safety of the people of
the island nation.

The UN chief expressed serious concern about the unfolding situation in the
Maldives and, in statement issued by his Spokesman Stéphane Dujarric, urged
the Government to uphold the constitution and rule of law, lift the state of
emergency as soon as possible, and take all measures to ensure the safety and
security of the people in the country, including members of the judiciary.”

According to media reports, the security forces arrested the top judge after
the declaration of the state of emergency – a development following the
Supreme Court decision that ordered the release of convicted opposition
leaders and the reinstatement of 12 parliamentarians.

Over the weekend, senior UN officials called on the authorities in the
Maldives to fully respect the top court ruling, with Mr. Guterres expressing
the continued readiness of the UN to facilitate all-party talks in finding a
solution to the Indian Ocean nation’s political stalemate.
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