
UN chief Guterres visits Saudi
Arabia’s relief aid centre, stresses
its catalytic role in region

12 February 2017 – United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres today
visited the King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre in Saudi Arabia’s
capital, Riyadh, as part of his first major trip to some Arab countries.

&#8220I was very encouraged today to see the centre developing its
activities, with a strong commitment to humanitarian principles, not only in
Syria and Yemen, but in so many countries around the world,&#8221 Mr.
Guterres said after being briefed on the activities of the center, which was
established in May 2015, under the sponsorship of the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques, King Salman bin Abdulaziz.

On the importance of partnership between the centre and the UN, Mr. Guterres
said that the dramas and suffering in today’s world are so big that no one
can do anything alone. &#8220Together we can do a lot. So, partnership is a
key word,&#8221 he said, noting that the centre can be play an important role
as a catalyst around the world and the region.

On Sunday, the Secretary-General was expected to meet with King Salman, Crown
Prince and Deputy Crown Prince, as well as senior officials before travelling
to Dubai, United Arab Emirates, in the late evening.

Mr. Guterres visited Turkey en route to Saudi Arabia. He is also scheduled to
visit Oman, Qatar and Egypt and Germany.
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