
Review Group calls for views on
teachers’ pay and conditions

Last year, Education Secretary Kirsty Williams announced an Independent Task
and Finish Group would be set up to review current arrangements for teachers
pay and conditions and consider where and how the system could be improved.

The overall aim of the group is to understand how the pay and conditions
structure contributes towards a highly motivated teaching profession and a
high quality education system.

The Task and Finish Group will be chaired by Professor Mick Waters who will
be assisted by Professor Melanie Jones and Sir Alasdair Macdonald.

The group will report back with recommendations by the autumn.

Kirsty Williams said:

“Taking over responsibility for teachers’ pay and conditions is an
incredibly important step for Wales and our education system. The
English system is no longer appropriate, relevant or to the
advantage of the profession here.

“Right from the offset, we want to make sure that we have a system
based on the values of equity and excellence and a commitment to
inclusive, public service education. This is fundamental to
supporting and strengthening the teaching profession.

“I have every confidence that our Independent Panel of experts will
provide the insight and expertise needed to deliver a system that
can support our teachers and raise standards for all.

“It’s essential, however, that we involve teachers as part of this
process and listen to their views on how we can make the new system
a success.

“That’s why we’re calling on everyone with an interest, both within
and outside the profession, to tell us what they think of the
current system, how it could be improved and how we can create a
system that is specifically targeted towards the needs of Wales and
the profession here.”

To submit your views, please visit
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/independent-review-school-teach
ers-pay-and-conditions-wales
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Works by one of Britain’s finest
wildlife artist amongst collections
being protected in Wales

The Collingwood and Charles Tunnicliffe archives are joined by Colwyn Foulkes
Architectural Drawings: the Forgotten Buildings – Banks, Churches, Charities,
Children’s Homes and Cinemas in being safeguarded for future. They will be
preserved at Cardiff University, Oriel Môn and by the Conwy Archive Service
respectively.

This forms part of a Welsh Government/NMCT partnership allocation of almost
£35,000 to conserve items currently held under restricted access because of
their fragile condition, making them much more accessible to students,
researchers and local users. 

Culture Minister, Lord Elis-Thomas said:

“Since 2008, this partnership has opened up access to, and
rediscovered, some truly amazing collections. This year is no
exception with some unique, truly remarkable works by some of
Britain’s most cherished and respected individuals and groups. 

“I am grateful to the NMCT Trustees for their continued support of
archive conservation projects in Wales and I’m very pleased Welsh
Government have again been able to support preserving such
historical and cultural gems.”            

Once the items are in a stable condition they can be studied, handled and
safely digitised before being made available online to a wider audience. 

Lord Egremont, Chairman of NMCT, added: 

“We are delighted to have been able to support the conservation of
three very varied and enormously important collections thanks to
our continuing and successful partnership with the Welsh
Government’s Museums, Archives and Libraries Division.”
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“Families First is supporting 1000s of
Welsh families to improve their lives”
– Huw Irranca-Davies

Families First is an early intervention and prevention programme, aimed at
improving outcomes for children, young people and families. It is designed to
reduce the numbers of families developing more complex needs and requiring
more intensive and costly interventions at a later date.

Families First is part of a wide package of measures the Welsh Government has
put in place to support parents and families.

The most recent data available show that between April 2015 and March 2017:

77% – 12,665 – of parents have benefited from a parenting intervention.
80% – 12,567 – of parents improved their ability to support their
child’s learning and development needs.
78% – 43,111 – of families improved their emotional/mental well-being.
73% – 23,395 – of families have reported improved family dynamics.

Later today, the Minister will visit a Families First project in Bangor to
see for himself the work they do to support families.

Huw Irranca-Davies said:

“The Welsh Government has made a firm commitment to making a real
difference to our youngest children, with a focus on improving
outcomes for children and young people through early intervention
and prevention. 

“Families First puts a team of highly specialised staff around the
family, and encourages families to be involved in the
identification of issues and the resolution of those issues,
recognising the strengths and resources within the family.

“I’m delighted to see literally tens of thousands of families have
received targeted support from our Families First teams right
across Wales, which in many cases, has proved to be absolutely
life-changing.”
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Plan launched to improve respiratory
health in Wales

It sets out the Welsh Government’s vision for respiratory services in Wales
and identifies the actions the NHS in Wales will take in response. The plan
will focus on delivering care that best impacts on patient experience and
outcome and tackling variation in the quality of care.

The plan outlines work to improve smoking cessation services, better diagnose
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and reduce variation in
prescribing.Health boards have all committed to:

appointing a flu jab champion
ensuring carbon monoxide monitoring and referral is routine smokers
attending a respiratory outpatient appointment
offering patients and parents asthma action plans for better self care
improve access to exercise-based programmes for people with chronic
respiratory conditions.

In 2015, around 15% of adults in Wales were being treated for a respiratory
condition and respiratory diseases caused more than 16% of all deaths in
Wales. Asthma UK estimates there are around 59,000 children with asthma in
Wales, 9.5% of the total. 

The Health Secretary has published the plan following a visit to Prince
Charles Hospital in Merthyr Tydfil to meet the winner of the prestigious
Royal College of Nursing Nurse of the Year award 2017, Louise Walby.

Louise has worked as a Respiratory Nurse Facilitator in a part of the Welsh
valleys with one of the worst mortality figures in Britain for chronic lung
disease. She was recognised for her work in improving the patient experience
and management of COPD, and her work is now being used as an example of best
practice across Wales.

Health Secretary Vaughan Gething said;

“I was delighted to speak to Louise again, following her great
achievement at the RCN Awards last year. I am in no doubt that the
people of Merthyr Tydfil will benefit from such a dedicated health
professional for years to come. 

“Improving the respiratory health of the people of Wales is a major
challenge for healthcare services. With this plan, we hope to
improve the quality of life for many patients with acute or chronic
respiratory diseases.

“This plan will support health boards to provide more consistent
services across Wales and to deliver services reaching national
standards of care for respiratory disease.”
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Head of Wales, British Lung Foundation Joseph Carter said; 

“We now need health boards to respond positively and deliver the
plan locally to improve the lives of their citizens. 

“We are delighted that the Welsh Government is continuing to
provide leadership with a new extended Respiratory Health Delivery
Plan. 

“The plan recognises the need to invest in pulmonary
rehabilitation, NERS and self-management in order to keep people
with lung conditions active, informed and out of hospital.

Statement by Cabinet Secretary for
Energy, Planning and Rural Affairs on
Avian Influenza

Commenting on the detection of Avian Influenza at two sites in England,
Cabinet Secretary for Energy, Planning and Rural Affairs, Lesley Griffiths
said:

Friday 19 January 2018

“I have carefully considered, with advice from our Chief Veterinary
Officer, the decision by DEFRA to implement an AI prevention zone
to cover all of England, following the raising of the risk level
for poultry to “medium” and for wild birds to “high”.

“There is currently no evidence to indicate the presence of avian
influenza in Wales and the veterinary risk does not warrant placing
compulsory controls on a country wide basis. The finding of avian
influenza is in wild birds, not poultry or captive birds, and
following veterinary advice I do not consider it is proportionate
to declare statutory controls in Wales. We will continue to closely
monitor the situation, keep the need for controls under review and
encourage poultry keepers to be vigilant and adhere to strict
biosecurity protocols to protect their birds. We are ready to step
up measures should the situation change.”
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Advice on biosecurity can be found on the Welsh Government website

http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/ahw/biosecurity/

