Combating human trafficking & modern
slavery

The unsettling truth is that modern slavery cases are on the rise here in
Britain. An estimated 100,000 victims of modern slavery currently reside in
the UK.

We all share a moral responsibility to confront and eradicate modern
slavery.

Yet too often, the plight of its victims is overlooked and ignored by a
Conservative Government that should be their defender.

Time and again, the Conservatives have let survivors down. They have
dismantled crucial protections enshrined within the Modern Slavery Act, and
abandoned their commitment to establish a single enforcement agency. They
have perpetuated unfounded claims that individuals are “gaming” the modern
slavery system. And they have left the UK without an Independent Anti-Slavery
Commissioner for over a year.

This cannot stand. Liberal Democrats are unwavering in our determination to
combat human trafficking and modern slavery.

Our commitment begins with immediately reversing the Conservative
Government’s rollbacks, and extends to creating a new system designed to
prevent exploitation, bring traffickers to justice, and provide survivors
with the support they so rightfully deserve.

e Justice for Survivors: Better resourcing for the criminal justice system
to bring more traffickers to justice, and establishing a civil remedy
that empowers survivors to seek redress from their traffickers.

e Support and Protection: Giving survivors the support they deserve. This
includes access to legal aid, protection from detention or removal, and
the right to work after three months in the National Referral Mechanism
(NRM) .

e Worker Protection: Establishing a powerful new Worker Protection
Enforcement Authority, focused on proactive intelligence-led enforcement
of labour market standards and a firewall that separates labour
standards enforcement from immigration enforcement.

Our new policy also underscores the importance of overhauling migration rules
to prevent exploitation from happening in the first place:

e Safe and Legal Routes: Creating safe and legal routes for sanctuary in
the UK, curbing the demand for people smugglers.

e Sensible Migration Rules: Removing arbitrary salary thresholds so that
employers and employees are less reliant on temporary worker visas.
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Read the motion in full

Modern slavery is an affront to our values and a stain on our society. It is

our collective duty to end this exploitation and cruelty.
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Resurfacing scheme for Portadown Road,
Armagh

A resurfacing scheme for Portadown Road, Armagh will now commence on Monday 2
October 2023.

Extension to the terms of appointment
of two Non-executive Directors to the
Northern Ireland Ambulance Service

The Department of Health has announced extensions to the terms of appointment
of two Non-Executive Directors to the Northern Ireland Ambulance Service
(NIAS).

Quarterly Carers Statistics for
Northern Ireland (April — June 2023)

The Department of Health (DoH) has today published “Quarterly Carers’
Statistics for Northern Ireland (April — June 2023)".
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Conservative inaction fuelling
economic crisis, Greens warn

21 September 2023

Responding to the news that the Bank of England has held interest rates at
5.25%, Green Party co-leader Carla Denyer said:

“Today’s decision to hold interest rates will come as some relief to
households who have been finding it hard to make ends meet over the last
couple of years.

“However, keeping the base rate at 5.25% will do nothing to actually help
those who are struggling as a result of this Conservative government’s
complete and utter inaction in the face of an economic crisis.

“It’'s clear the Bank of England feels it has been left with no option but to
use the blunt instrument of rising interest rates over the last few months,
and risk recession, due to the fact that the Chancellor and Prime Minister
see no need to do anything to help those who need it right now.

“It is clear as day that these two millionaires simply cannot see the
devastating impact the current economic climate is having on millions of
households.

“What we need to do is look for ways to support the economy without fuelling
inflation by shifting consumption from the wealthy to those on lower incomes.

‘This means paying public sector workers in line with inflation and funding
this through taxing the super-rich. Shifting spending power in this way would
reduce any potential consumption impact on inflation without piling pressure
on the struggling majority.

“It is the companies currently making billions in profits and the most
wealthy who can and should bear the burden of a crisis rooted in inequality.

“At the same time, an increase in Universal Credit of £40 per week, and the
same for legacy benefits, would provide immediate support to those that need
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it right now.”

ENDS

For more information or to arrange an interview contact the press office on
press@greenparty.org.uk or call 0203 691 9401
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