
Extension of Chair and Members to the
Historic Buildings Council

The Department for Communities has announced the extension of the first term
of appointment for the Chair and seven Members of the Historic Buildings
Council (HBC) from 1 July 2023 until a permanent reappointment is made:

Changes to Rail Fares to ensure
consistent and fairer pricing for
travellers

The Department for Infrastructure is today announcing a simplification of the
rail fares across Northern Ireland to ensure consistent and fairer pricing
for people using the rail network.

New Stalking Protection Orders will be
a key tool for police

The Department of Justice has announced that Stalking Protection Orders will
come into effect today (Thursday October 19) and will be a key tool for
police to use to protect victims of stalking where there is an immediate risk
of harm.

Green Party response to National
Infrastructure Commission report
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18 October 2023
Responding to the National Infrastructure Commission’s report advising that
the UK’s public transport, home heating and water networks are all in need of
renewal [1], Green Party co-leader Carla Denyer said:

“There is much to welcome in this report and it chimes closely with Green
Party policy in many areas. We agree people on lower incomes should have heat
pumps installed; that hydrogen has no place in home heating and on the need
to block more incineration in favour of massively ramping up recycling rates.

“There are also areas where we would go further. We agree on the urgency of
cleaning up our toxic rivers and waterways and modernising water
infrastructure, but rather than this being carried out by private water
companies – who continue to leak millions in dividends to shareholders – this
much needed investment should be carried out by a publicly owned water
industry.

“But overall, this report is extremely timely. The Conservatives have been
peddling a false narrative about how greening our society will increase costs
for households. However, the National Infrastructure Commission shows clearly
that boosting investment to transition our economy will result in lower not
higher household energy bills.”

ENDS

Notes

               1

https://nic.org.uk/news/long-term-review-sets-out-pressing-need-to-modernise-
infrastructure-to-support-economic-growth-and-climate-action/

For more information or to arrange an interview contact the press office on
press@greenparty.org.uk or call 0203 691 9401
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Green Party calls for immediate
ceasefire to end civilian deaths in
Israel-Gaza conflict  

17 October 2023
The Green Party has called on the UK government to push for an immediate
ceasefire to stop the mass killing of civilians in the Israel-Gaza conflict. 

Carne Ross, Green Party spokesperson for Global Solidarity and former UK
diplomat [1], said: 

“As more details emerge, we are appalled by the brutality of Hamas’s attacks
and its seizure of hostages.  The release of those hostages, who include
women and children, must be immediate and unconditional.  Israel’s people
have every right to safety and security. 

“There are also civilians in Gaza who must be protected. We are deeply
concerned at the civilian casualties from Israel’s military action, the
imposition of a blockade for food, water and fuel, and the forced
displacement of the civilian population. All parties, including Israel, are
obliged to adhere to international humanitarian law and the laws of war.
These actions are in clear breach of those rules. 

“The only way to prevent further mass civilian casualties and mass suffering
is for the fighting to stop.  The UK must join international calls for an
immediate ceasefire. At the same time there must be immediate access for
humanitarian assistance to the civilian population and the resumption of
water, fuel and food supplies. 

“There is only one way to secure peace between Israel and the Palestinians.
That is for a just political settlement based on the end of occupation of the
Palestinian territories. There should not be a return to a never-ending
‘peace process’ that risks disruption by extremists, but an urgent and
vigorous international effort to bring about the creation of a Palestinian
state, allowing Israel and Palestine to exist safely within their own
borders.” 

Notes
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1. Carne Ross is former head of the Arab/Israel desk at the Foreign Office
and former head of Middle East policy at the UK Mission to the UN. He
resigned over the Iraq War in 2004. 
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