Air Pollution in Northern Ireland 2022
report released

The ‘Air Pollution in Northern Ireland 2022’ report has been published today
by the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA).

2023 set to become warmest year on
record: response from co-leader Carla
Denyer

8 November 2023

Reacting to news that 2023 is set to become the warmest year on record
following unprecedented October temperatures [1], co-leader of the Green
Party, Carla Denyer, said:

“Another week, another indicator that our climate is in meltdown. News that
2023 will almost certainly be confirmed as the hottest year on record, comes
just a day after the government made the totally reckless decision to push
for new oil and gas licences. This represents a massive two fingers up at
communities at home and abroad who are on the front line of floods, droughts
and fires, and to future generations who face an uninhabitable planet if we
continue with business as usual. It’s also another alarming example of the
Conservatives’ allergy to evidence-based policymaking.

“This is another wake-up call — as if any more were needed — on the urgent
need to transform our economy and society — ramping up cheaper and abundant
renewable resources such as solar and wind power, insulating millions of
homes, investing in the infrastructure for active travel, boosting public
transport and changing land management practices so that nature can thrive
and help to soak up the emissions we’ve released.

“Only Greens give the climate crisis the focus it needs, which is why,
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whoever forms the next government, we need more Green Party MPs in parliament
pushing for climate action.”

Notes

1. Global heat: ‘Exceptional’ autumn sets 2023 up to break records — BBC
News
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Co-leader Adrian Ramsay reacts to
King’s Speech

7 November 2023

Responding to what is likley to be the last King’s Speech from the current
Conservative government, co-leader Adrian Ramsay said:

“This King’'s Speech, which must have really stuck in the throat of King
Charles, demonstrates a government out of ideas and out of touch. There'’s
nothing in it to offer communities any hope with the cost of living crisis or
the growing impacts of the climate emergency.

“Instead, Rishi Sunak has decided: when in a climate hole, keep digging.
Pushing for new oil and gas drilling licences is an act of environmental
vandalism. Especially at a time when the country is reeling from hugely
damaging storms and floods, which scientists warn will become more frequent,
ferocious and destructive as our planet heats.

“Encouraging energy giants to exploit fossil fuel reserves they then sell on
the global market at global prices cannot provide either security or cheaper
energy bills. Even the government’s own Energy Security, Claire Coutinho, had
to admit that the government’s plan to require annual oil and gas licensing
in the North Sea offers no guarantee of keeping energy bills down.

“Energy security, addressing high energy bills and reducing emissions will
only come from ramping up cheaper and abundant renewable resources such as
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solar and onshore wind together with a mass home insulation programme.

“With the Conservatives now looking increasingly like a zombie government
today is a big challenge for Labour. Will they pledge to undo the damage
inflicted on the climate by the Conservatives today and commit to not a
single new oil and gas licence from day one of a Labour government?

“What is clear, is that whoever forms the government after the next general
election, Green MPs are going to be needed to push for legislation that will
lead to a greener and fairer country.”
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Green Party urges Rishi Sunak to focus
on environment and climate in King'’s
Speech

2 November 2023

Green Party co-leader Adrian Ramsay has called for next week’s King’s
Speech to tackle the climate and nature emergencies.

Ramsay said:

“Rishi Sunak has decided when in a climate hole keep digging. Pushing ahead
with new oil and gas drilling licences is an act of environmental vandalism.
Especially at a time when the country is reeling from hugely damaging storms
and floods, which scientists warn will become more frequent, ferocious and
destructive as our planet heats.

“It seems fossil fools are driving government energy policy — pushing a false
narrative that extracting more climate-wrecking oil and gas out of the North
Sea will lead to energy security and lower bills. Nothing could be further
from the truth.

“Green lighting energy giants to exploit fossil fuel reserves they then sell
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on the global market at global prices cannot provide either security or
cheaper energy bills. This can only come from ramping up cheaper and abundant
renewable resources such as solar and onshore wind together with a mass home
insulation programme.

“That’s why Green MP Caroline Lucas has set out five Bills that the
government ought to introduce to tackle the climate and nature

emergencies and address the cost-of-living crisis, including a Just Fossil
Fuel Phaseout Bill and a Green New Deal Bill.

“The attack on road safety measures is a further deplorable and desperate
attempt to pick up a few votes through creating a culture war. But the fact
that the Conservatives need to go to such extremes to create a wedge issue
with Labour shows that Labour simply aren’t offering the bold alternative or
hopeful vision that our communities so desperately need.

“It is clear, whoever forms the government after the next general election,
we are going to need more Green MPs pushing legislation that will lead to a
greener, fairer, healthier and safer country.”

ENDS

To arrange an interview with Adrian Ramsay on a reaction to the King’s Speech
please contact the press office on press@greenparty.org.uk or call 0203 691
9401 or mobile 07971 598896
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Islamophobia Awareness Month

Today marks the beginning of Islamophobia Awareness Month — where we
acknowledge the anti-Muslim hatred that is too prevalent in our society, and
reflect on how we can stamp it out in all its forms.

This year, Islamophobia Awareness Month coincides with an incredibly
difficult time for Muslim communities here in the UK. The reverberations of
the horrifying Israel-Gaza conflict have led to an unacceptable rise in both
Antisemitism and Islamophobia across our country.

The figures are stark. Anti-Islamophobic organisation Tell Mama received 515
reports of anti-Muslim incidents between just 7th and 29th October - a
sevenfold increase from the same period in 2022. Similarly, the Metropolitan
police has recorded a 140% increase in Islamophobic offences this month
compared to the same period last year.
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And the stories accompanying these statistics are just as disturbing. From
reports of Muslim communities being targeted at public transport hubs, to
concerns raised with me by my local mosque.

We cannot let this type of hate fester.

There is simply no place for Islamophobia in our society, in any form. And
it’s incumbent on all of us with a public platform to stand up against hatred
of all kinds, including Islamophobia, Antisemitism, and racism.

I'm proud of the work that Liberal Democrats have done to combat religious
hatred, and will continue to do. In light of recent events, many of our calls
now feel even more timely.

Like giving law enforcement the resources and training they need to identify
and prevent hate crimes, including threats and incitement to violence on
social media. And providing funding for protective security measures to
public spaces that are vulnerable to hate crime, like places of worship,
schools and community centres.

Now more than ever, it is vital that we stand up against all forms of

Islamophobia, and work together to end religious hatred everywhere.
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