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The UK’s Chief Veterinary Officer has confirmed H5N8 avian flu at a premises
in Preston, Lancashire.

The UK’s Chief Veterinary Officer has confirmed H5N8 avian flu in a flock of
farmed breeding pheasants at a premises in Preston, Lancashire. A 3km
Protection Zone and a 10km Surveillance Zone have been put in place around
the infected premises to limit the risk of the disease spreading.

The flock is estimated to contain approximately 10,000 birds. A number have
died and the remaining live birds at the premises are being humanely culled.
A full investigation is under way to determine the source of the infection.
Public Health England advise that the risk to public health from the virus is
very low and the Food Standards Agency is clear that bird flu does not pose a
food safety risk for UK consumers.

Read the latest advice and information on avian flu in the UK, including
actions to reduce the risk of the disease spreading, advice for anyone who
keeps poultry or captive birds and details of previous cases. Journalists
with queries should contact Defra press office.

This is not a Charter for Budget
Responsibility, it’s a ‘Charter for
Alternative Facts’ – John McDonnell

John
McDonnell MP, Labour’s Shadow Chancellor, speaking after the vote tonight on
the revised Charter for Budget Responsibility, said:

“This
is not a Charter for Budget Responsibility, it’s a ‘Charter for Alternative
Facts’, as the Chancellor has tonight abolished the OBR’s ability to
determine
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when a negative shock occurs. This represents a lack of confidence by the
Chancellor in his ability to reach his own targets, as well as a rowing back
of
the welcome principles the OBR was created for – impartiality and credibility
of fiscal policy.

“Instead
of less scrutiny by the OBR, Labour would like to see more, such as our call
for the Chancellor to give power to the OBR to assess short-medium term
policy
decisions on health spending. Given the last six years of Tory underfunding
in
our NHS alongside the Government’s denials of the resulting crisis, we need
to
restore not diminish the public’s faith in the Government’s spending plans.

“Under
this new charter the OBR will assume the role of bystander rather than
arbiter
of whether or not the economy is facing a negative shock. This is a huge
power
grab by the Chancellor, as it means he can decide when and what such a
“shock”
will be, and therefore he can suspend his rules when he likes, and make up
his
targets as he goes along.

“This
Charter also continues with the practice of lumping infrastructure spending
in
with day-to-day spending, meaning that there
will be insufficient scope for investment in our economy, which could hinder
growth and therefore our ability to reduce the national debt.

“Despite all the rhetoric of “pressing the reset button”, the
Autumn Statement has shown that there would be a continuation of austerity
cuts
to public services. There is still no more money for the NHS and social care
crisis, or for ESA and Universal Credit recipients facing cuts.

“Labour’s
Fiscal Credibility Rule would provide the adequate level of investment our
economy needs, underpinned by independent oversight coming from both the MPC
and a beefed up OBR, which would report to parliament and not the Treasury.”



Kezia Dugdale responds to Supreme
Court Brexit ruling

Commenting on the Supreme Court’s Brexit ruling, Scottish Labour leader Kezia
Dugdale said:

“The Supreme Court has made its view clear and it’s right that the UK
Parliament should get a vote on triggering Article 50. It’s clear now that
this is a decision for the UK Parliament.

“Labour in the UK Parliament will seek to amend the Article 50 Bill to
prevent the Conservatives using Brexit to turn Britain into a bargain
basement tax haven off the coast of Europe.

“We will continue to work with the Scottish Government to get the best deal
for Scotland within the UK.

“But both the SNP and the Conservatives are casting about for an expedient
political position rather than working in the national interest. Unity cannot
be achieved by a politics that sees one half of the country constantly facing
off against the other.

“We are divided enough already. That’s why there will be no support from
Scottish Labour for any SNP plan for a second independence referendum.

“Only Labour is standing up for what the majority of Scots want – a strong
Scottish Parliament within the UK and close ties with Europe.”

Press release: Priti Patel statement
in response to $8bn appeal for Syria
in 2017

Finland and the United Nations co-hosted an event on the Syria crisis in
Helsinki today, which has seen the launch of a UN-led appeal for $8 billion
to meet humanitarian needs inside Syria and across the region in 2017.

Responding to the new appeal, International Development Secretary Priti Patel
said:

The UN’s call-out to the international community today is the
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single biggest appeal it has ever made, highlighting that the
conflict in Syria remains the world’s biggest humanitarian crisis.

The siege of east Aleppo at the end of last year reminded the world
of the suffering and brutality that continues to be inflicted on
the Syrian people after six years of unrelenting conflict. Schools
and hospitals were hit and starvation used as a weapon of war.
Hundreds were killed, tens of thousands more lost everything as
they were forced to flee their homes.

Sadly, the medieval siege tactics employed were not unique to
Aleppo, we are seeing them used again and again across Syria.

As many as 700,000 Syrians – nearly half of them children – remain
under siege in 15 different parts of the country. Millions more
have no regular access to the basic food, water and shelter they
need to stay alive. Yet there is a very real risk that the barrel
bombs, chlorine gas and indiscriminate violence that so shocked the
world in Aleppo now becomes the new normal. We cannot become
desensitised to such horrors.

Britain has repeatedly set the pace in responding to this crisis
and our commitment remains unwavering. UK aid ensured blankets,
medical care, clean water and food reached those fleeing Aleppo.
Across Syria, our support continues to mean the difference between
life and death to hundreds of thousands more. We have pledged more
than £2.3 billion to support those affected by the conflict, our
largest ever response to a single humanitarian crisis.

At the same time, we continue to call on all parties to the
conflict to implement fully the ceasefire announced by Russia,
Turkey and Iran and to allow aid to be delivered to all of those in
need. Since the ceasefire began, only one besieged area has been
reached by an aid convoy. That is unacceptable.

Ultimately, only a genuine and inclusive political settlement can
deliver a lasting peace. But while we continue to push for that,
the world must respond swiftly and generously to this new appeal in
order to save lives of desperate Syrians. We must not let the
depravities of this war become inevitable or give up hope. A new
year brings a new chance for real, meaningful change and we must
seize it.

ENDS

Notes to editors

Today’s conference provided an opportunity to present the objectives,1.
contents and achievements of the UN-led Regional Resilience and Refugee
Plan (3RP) to meet needs in Syria’s neighbouring countries, as well as
identifying the humanitarian and resilience priorities inside Syria.
More detail is available here: http://www.helsinki2017.org/

http://www.helsinki2017.org/


The UK is at the forefront of the response to the Syria crisis, with2.
life-saving humanitarian support reaching millions of people inside
Syria and in neighbouring countries.
The UK has pledged more than £2.3 billion to support those affected by3.
the conflict, our largest ever response to a single humanitarian crisis.
In 2016 the UK is the third largest bilateral contributor to the
humanitarian response in Syria, and the second largest overall since the
start of the response in 2012.
For more information on the UK’s humanitarian response, please see:4.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/factsheet-the-uks-humanitaria
n-aid-response-to-the-syria-crisis

Schools are struggling to plug the
massive budget deficits created by
Tory Government – Angela Rayner

Angela
Rayner MP, Labour’s Shadow Education Secretary, ahead of
the party’s Opposition Day Debate on schools funding, said:  

“Schools are struggling to plug the massive budget deficits
created by a Tory Government incapable of running a schools system.

“On Monday we heard from headteachers who are increasingly faced
with difficult choices of whether they can afford to have classrooms cleaned,
sport pitches mowed or to keep hold of vital support staff who are essential
to
school communities.   

“With three quarters
of school budgets taken up by staffing costs, the fear across the sector is
that classroom teachers could be cut next.

“At the election the Tories offered warm words to parents about
better schools and promised to protect school funding. It is clear that their
legacy will now be one of cutting school budgets, super-sized class sizes,
and
no progress made in the international league tables.

“Our children deserve better.”
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