Publication of “CAMHS Waiting Time
Statistics for Northern Ireland (June
2023)"

The Department of Health (DoH) has today, published quarterly Child and
Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) waiting time statistics for Northern
Ireland.

Eligible groups for Covid-19 autumn
booster announced

An autumn COVID-19 booster vaccination will be offered to those at high risk
of serious disease and who are therefore most likely to benefit from
vaccination.

Liberal Democrats WIN Somerton and
Frome

The Liberal Democrats have delivered another shocking blow to the
Conservative government by winning in Somerton and Frome.

Sarah Dyke overturned a Conservative majority of 19,213.
Sarah polled 21,187 votes, winning a majority of 11,008 with a swing of 29%.

What a night. What a result. Somerton and Frome has spoken for the country
and sent a message to this appalling government. Ringmaster Rishi is out of
touch, out of ideas and out of excuses. Time for a General Election to end
this Conservative circus and get these clowns out.

— Ed Dave EdwardJDave July 21, 2023

The extraordinary efforts of Liberal Democrat members and volunteers
delivered this historic result, securing the largest majority and swing on an
explosive triple byelection night which saw the Conservatives lose 2 of the 3
seats they were fighting desperately to defend.
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The people of Somerton and Frome have spoken for the country. Enough is
Enough. It is time for a general election to end this Conservative circus.

You can watch the iconic byelection stunt back on
our Twitter account here

This victory is further proof that in vast swathes of the country, the best
way to get rid of this Conservative government is to vote for the Liberal
Democrats.

Four historic by-election results in two years shows clearly that the Liberal
Democrats are a force to be reckoned with. We are going from strength to
strength, as voters across the country are backing hard working Liberal
Democrat candidates who fight hard for their area.
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Greens call for “Welcome Refugees
Week” as Tories announce further clamp
down on asylum seekers

7 August 2023

In response to the government’s so-called “small boats week,” the Green party
has called instead for a “Welcome Refugees Week”. As 500 asylum seekers are

set to be housed on a barge off the Dorset coast and the government announces
steep increases in fines for landlords and employers who house and give work
to asylum seekers [1], Benali Hamdache, Green Party spokesperson on Migration
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and Refugees, said:

“No barge is a suitable home for refugees. Most people who reach our shores
and claim asylum are doing so completely legitimately due to fleeing war,
persecution, discrimination or climate breakdown. The vast majority are
desperate people who need to be met with compassion. Housing them in a barge
is to treat them as prisoners and is heartless.

“The Green Party would open safe and legal routes for asylum seekers. With
such routes, many refugees would not be forced into making a dangerous
crossing of the English Channel.

“We want this week and every week to be “Welcome Refugees Week.” Rather than
a heavy-handed approach on landlords and employers who house and give work to
asylum seekers, Greens would enable families seeking protection to be
accommodated in a house or flat and for single applicants to have their own
room if in shared accommodation. We would also allow applicants of working
age to be allowed to take up employment. This is not only the humane
approach, it also acknowledges the economic and cultural benefits refugees
bring to communities across the UK.”

Notes

1. https://news.sky.com/story/bibby-stockholm-asylum-seekers-may-be-housed-o
n-barge-from-today-as-govt-unveils-new-migration-policy-12935246
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Green Party announces Earth Overshoot
action plan

2 August 2023

Today marks Earth Overshoot Day, the date when humanity’s demand for
ecological resources and services in a given year exceeds what Earth can
regenerate in that year. However, the UK’s overshoot day has already passed —
it fell onl9th May [1]. In a week when the government has made a series of
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measures which will make the overshoot even worse, the Green Party has
launched an ‘Earth Overshoot Day action plan’ to help move the UK date as
late as possible.

Co-leader Carla Denyer said:

“Earth Overshoot Day is an important reminder that as a globe and as a nation
we are currently living beyond the environmental limits of our one precious
planet. It falls in a week when the government seems hellbent on overshoot.
Maxing out on climate destruction by issuing new licences for oil and gas
drilling; failing to tackle the climate crisis in tandem with the cost of
living crisis through measures like home insulation; and fueling culture wars
over measures which seek to make our neighbourhoods safer and healthier.

“It is important we recognise the hugely unequal way in which the world’s
resources are consumed, with multi-billion pound corporations and a small
number of individuals bearing the largest responsibility for overshoot. This
is why Greens would increase taxes on fossil fuel polluters and the super-
rich to address inequality and fund the green transition.

“We have set out three key areas — energy, housing and transport — where if
policies for a fairer, greener country were implemented, we could help move
the date of Earth Overshoot Day as we move faster towards living within the
environmental limits of our one planet.”

Green Party Earth Overshoot action plan

If we are to move the UK’'s Overshoot date from its current date of May 19 —
there are three key policy areas that we need to address:

Energy

e No new oil and gas exploration. Ever. This follows the science. The
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the International Energy
Agency and the United Nations say that there can be no new fossil fuel
projects if there is to be any chance of keeping global temperature
rises under 1.5 degrees.



e Revoke all licences for oil and gas drilling in the North Sea. We
challenge Labour to commit to the same.

e A huge boost for renewable energy by investing in renewable energy
generation, including onshore wind and in the infrastructure needed for
powering up the country with green electricity.

Housing

e Launch a nationwide home insulation programme to cut both carbon
emissions and household energy bills, tackling the climate emergency and
cost of living crisis in tandem.

e Adopt new building standards that ensure all new homes are built to
passivhaus or similar standards, and all new homes are fitted with solar
panels and heat pumps as standard where possible.

e We need the right homes in the right place at the right price.
Expensive, energy-intensive homes built on greenfield sites with high
car-dependency will result in high carbon lifestyles. We need affordable
homes, built largely on brownfield sites close to where people work,
shop and engage in social activities.

Transport

The Tories have embarked on a culture war pitting ‘motorists’ against
everyone else. But most of us use a variety of ways to get about — walking,
cycling, public transport and cars. We all want clean air to breathe, safe
routes to walk and wheel, and reliable and affordable public transport.
Greens would:

e Support schemes which make streets safer for walking and wheeling — this
has been demonstrated to encourage more people to switch from cars to
cleaner and more active forms of transport.

e Introduce a ‘£1 fare to take you there’ for all single journeys on
buses, as well as free bus travel for under 22 year-olds. And investment
in buses and bus routes to serve more communities more frequently.

e Introduce a frequent flyer levy, where those taking the most flights pay
the highest tax. The majority of people take one or fewer flights in any



given year. We don’t think the tax burden should fall on them but
instead on the 15% of the population who take 70% of flights.

Notes

Country Overshoot Days 2023 — Earth Overshoot Day

For more information or to arrange an interview contact the press office on
press@greenparty.org.uk or call 0203 691 9401
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