
News story: Britain and Italy stand
together to tackle security threats

In meetings with his counterpart Roberta Pinotti, Sir Michael Fallon said
Britain was a key ally of Italy and would not be stepping back from European
defence and security commitments following the Brexit vote.

They reviewed their partnership within the NATO alliance in particular. After
the UK has spearheaded NATO’s Very High Readiness Joint Task Force this year,
Italy will take on the responsibility in 2018.

The UK and Italy are also working closely to tackle illegal mass migration.
The Defence Secretary confirmed the UK is considering providing more training
to Libya’s Coastguard as part of support to Operation Sophia, which focuses
on tackling human smugglers and arms traffickers who endanger the lives of
migrants seeking travel to Europe.

Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon said:

In leading NATO’s high readiness force and tackling illegal
migration in the Mediterranean, Britain stands together with Italy
to tackle threats to our security.

The Royal Navy has played a key role in training the Libyan
Coastguard and we’re now looking at extending this training
alongside Italy and other European partners.

A small team of specialist Royal Navy personnel successfully trained members
of the Coastguard before Christmas in the southern Mediterranean. They were
taught search and rescue techniques and how to sail alongside, board and
inspect vessels.

The purpose of the training, led by the Italians, is to increase Libya’s
ability to secure its own borders by increasing their Coastguard’s ability to
disrupt people smuggling and illegal arms trafficking in and around Libya.

Elsewhere, the UK has also supported NATO counter migration efforts in the
Aegean Sea, and HMS Mersey recently returned home following six months
supporting this task, contributing to nearly twelve months of Royal Navy
presence in the Aegean. She will now undertake maritime security operations
around the UK, maintaining the integrity of home waters.

Sir Michael added:

NATO is the cornerstone of our Defence, and the UK remains
committed to European security, working with Italy and our European
friends to tackle threats.
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The Defence Secretary and Defence Minister Pinotti also discussed the
development of the UK – Italian Defence industrial relationship, and
potential trade options in the future. Sir Michael extended an invitation to
host his Italian counterpart in the UK.

Sir Michael also recognised Italy’s contribution to peace operations around
the world and domestically, including support to disaster relief operations
after earthquakes and heavy snowfall.

HMS Echo continues to spearhead the UK’s role in Operation Sophia, and
Royal Navy ships have rescued more than 15,000 of the 32,000 lives saved
since operations in the Mediterranean began.
Echo has already rescued nearly 2,000 people and was involved in a
rescue incident as recently as last week, when more than 500 migrants
were saved.
Royal Navy vessels have destroyed more than 140 smuggler vessels, and in
addition to Echo, several other ships have been involved: HMS
Enterprise, HMS Bulwark, HMS Diamond, HMS Richmond and RFA Mounts Bay.
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A small team of specialist Royal Navy personnel successfully trained members
of the Coastguard before Christmas in the southern Mediterranean. They were
taught search and rescue techniques and how to sail alongside, board and
inspect vessels.

The purpose of the training, led by the Italians, is to increase Libya’s
ability to secure its own borders by increasing their Coastguard’s ability to
disrupt people smuggling and illegal arms trafficking in and around Libya.

Elsewhere, the UK has also supported NATO counter migration efforts in the
Aegean Sea, and HMS Mersey recently returned home following six months
supporting this task, contributing to nearly twelve months of Royal Navy
presence in the Aegean. She will now undertake maritime security operations
around the UK, maintaining the integrity of home waters.

Sir Michael added:

NATO is the cornerstone of our Defence, and the UK remains
committed to European security, working with Italy and our European
friends to tackle threats.

Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon today met with his Italian counterpart
Roberta Pinotti. Picture: Ministero della Difesa Italiana – Ufficio Pubblica
Informazione.

The Defence Secretary and Defence Minister Pinotti also discussed the
development of the UK – Italian Defence industrial relationship, and



potential trade options in the future. Sir Michael extended an invitation to
host his Italian counterpart in the UK.

Sir Michael also recognised Italy’s contribution to peace operations around
the world and domestically, including support to disaster relief operations
after earthquakes and heavy snowfall.

HMS Echo continues to spearhead the UK’s role in Operation Sophia, and
Royal Navy ships have rescued more than 15,000 of the 32,000 lives saved
since operations in the Mediterranean began.
Echo has already rescued nearly 2,000 people and was involved in a
rescue incident as recently as last week, when more than 500 migrants
were saved.
Royal Navy vessels have destroyed more than 140 smuggler vessels, and in
addition to Echo, several other ships have been involved: HMS
Enterprise, HMS Bulwark, HMS Diamond, HMS Richmond and RFA Mounts Bay.

Labour demands a review of Government
ending of Dubs Amendment scheme –
Abbott

Diane
Abbott MP,
Labour’s Shadow Home Secretary, speaking
in response to the Home Secretary’s defence of the Government decision to end
the Dubs scheme prematurely, said:

“Labour
cannot accept this decision. This seems to breach the spirit of the law
passed
with cross-party support. Accepting 350 unaccompanied child refugees is far
short of the expected 3,000.

“There
will no doubt be legal challenges to this decision. This government is not
above the law.

“In
any event, Labour commits to meeting the obligations of the Dubs Amendment.
We
will restore the scheme and accept some of the most vulnerable children in
the
world.”
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education under the SNP
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Scotland is “playing catch” up when it “used to lead the world” on education,
the Scottish Conservatives have said.

Pointing to a damning report by education experts the Sutton Trust, leader
Ruth Davidson said the blame lay entirely at the door of an SNP government
which has been in charge for 10 years.

The issue dominated First Minister’s Questions today, but Nicola Sturgeon was
unable to offer any explanation for the dreadful findings.

In addition, new analysis has illustrated just how badly Scottish pupils are
lagging their contemporaries around the world.

Using PISA statistics released at the end of last year, the Scottish
Conservatives found 15-year-old Scottish pupils are:

Two years behind Singapore on science
One year behind Ireland and Canada on reading
One year behind Estonia and the Czech Republic on maths

It backs up conclusions in the Sutton Trust report which states: “There is no
specific area where able children in Scotland really excel.”

It also found there had been “a pronounced and sustained decline in able
pupils’ performance in science, equivalent to around a year of schooling”
north of the border.

Today, Ruth also challenged the First Minister on why a scheme to twin
flagship schools with underperforming ones had been dropped by the Scottish
Government.

And she urged the SNP to do more than simply launch poster campaigns when it
came to attracting more people to the teaching profession.

Scottish Conservative leader Ruth Davidson said:

“Scotland used to lead the world in education, but under a decade of SNP
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government we are now playing catch-up.

“Pupils are not only falling behind their contemporaries south of the border,
but are struggling in comparison with countries right across the world.

“That’s the legacy of this SNP government’s 10 years in power.

“It is in sole charge of education and has no-one else to blame.

“The Sutton Trust made a range of recommendations, but Nicola Sturgeon seems
unwilling to commit to any of them.

“This inaction is harming the prospects of our children and, considering the
First Minister wants to be judged on education, it’s clear much more needs to
be done.”

For more information on the Sutton Trust report, visit:
http://www.suttontrust.com/newsarchive/three-year-attainment-gap-between-poor
-pupils-and-their-better-off-classmates-separates-britains-brightest-teenage-
girls/

For the methodology on the comparative PISA findings, contact the Scottish
Conservative press office.

Speech: Changes and challenges facing
UK bus industry

Introduction – change
Good morning.

It’s a real pleasure to return to the UK Bus Summit today.

I’m grateful to Professor Begg and the team at Transport Times for asking me
back.

It doesn’t feel anything like a year since I was last here.

And yet when you look back to January 2016, it seems like a different world
altogether.

David Cameron was in an apparently unassailable position as Prime Minister.

After leading his party to victory at the 2015 general election, he was
looking forward to securing Britain’s future EU membership in the upcoming
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referendum.

Hilary Clinton was hot favourite to become the next US President, while
Donald Trump was still 6 months away from even receiving the Republican
nomination.

And Leicester City were on their way to a Premiership title.

If 2016 taught us anything, it was to expect change.

The world is changing.

Britain is changing.

And we have to be ready for change in this industry too.

Challenge of growth
Because buses face a huge challenge.

How to grow?

The argument in favour of bus travel is as strong as it’s ever been.

No other form of transport can carry large numbers of people quickly,
affordably and cleanly in already congested cities and towns.

That’s why buses are still providing 4.5 billion passenger journeys a year.

Getting children to school.

Commuters to work.

And connecting communities with jobs and services.

That’s why they’re our most popular type of public transport.

More bus passengers mean fewer cars on the road.

Fewer cars mean more space for buses on congested city streets.

Which means faster and better journeys.

And in turn, that will attract more customer demand.

The bus isn’t just a highly effective form of transport.

It’s integral to the success of our economy.

To keeping our high streets thriving.

And to cutting pollution.

But last year bus passengers in England continued to decline.



And private bus operators saw patronage fall for the first time in 6 years.

So I see it as our shared goal to reverse that trend.

Successes
I’ve been hugely impressed with the strides many operators are making to
attract new passengers and make the experience of bus travel more attractive.

Over 90% of buses are now accessible.

It should be 100%.

Many have free wifi, CCTV and USB charging points.

And since I last stood here major operators have begun the roll out of
contactless bank card payment in earnest.

Arriva, First Group, Go-Ahead, National Express and Stagecoach have committed
to this.

Which will bring contactless payment to every bus outside London by 2022,
with many areas benefiting sooner.

The benefits of smart ticketing, whether on contactless cards, smart cards or
otherwise, are clear.

They make journeys across modes easier and speed up journey times.

There are now at least 700,000 smart cards in use outside London and they
will only get more and more popular.

So thank you to everyone who is supporting the ticketing revolution.

Bill
But we also need to innovate in other areas if we’re going to achieve our
objectives.

Chief among them is extending the range of options to improve bus services
where improvement is needed.

How we organise the operation of buses throughout the country.

A year ago I spoke about how the Bus Services Bill would help local
authorities and bus operators enter into partnerships.

Allowing them to agree their own standards for services to help attract new
passengers.

I spoke, too, about retaining the most valuable parts of the quality contract
process.

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/bus-services-bill-overview


So we can give Mayors and local authorities the choice to use new powers to
franchise bus services in their areas.

And I said the Bill would address passengers’ needs for better information.

Well, the Bill contains all of these things.

However, the journey of the Bill through Parliament has been longer than
anticipated.

That was inevitable considering the other pressures on Parliamentary time
over the past 6 months.

But although we came up against opposition in the House of Lords,

And although changes were made to the Bill as a result.

I can reassure you that I will be working hard to ensure that the Bill will
return largely in its original form.

And it will do what we always intended it to do.

Increase passenger numbers, improve services, and deliver on our devolution
deals.

Not by forcing any one approach on the industry, but by creating new options
and opportunities.

And I’m also expecting the Bill’s timetable to remain on track.

Article 50 has taken parliamentary time, but we are committed to getting the
Bill through Parliament before the Mayoral elections.

Partnership and open data
At its heart are partnerships – between local authorities and bus operators –
which are the bedrock on which a successful bus strategy for the future will
be built.

The thing about bus services is that everyone should share the same
objective.

Put bluntly, “more bums on seats”.

That’s how local authorities can cut congestion, support businesses and
improve air quality.

And it’s how operators can improve their bottom line – if you’ll excuse the
pun.

New enhanced partnerships will allow local authorities and bus operators to
agree their own standards for services in their area.

From branding and emission standards to ticketing.



Every enhanced partnership will have a plan which sets out the improvements
that the authority and operators will make.

To make bus travel more attractive.

To identify the problems that are preventing more people from travelling by
bus.

And through partnership commitments – to do something about them.

Partnerships offer major benefits for rural communities too.

So the Bill allows better integration between local bus services and other
modes of transport.

It will also make more information available to passengers through the open
data provisions.

I want bus passengers to have the same access to journey planning and real
time information as rail passengers.

And the same as those travelling in London.

So the provisions will require bus operators to make data about routes, fares
and the operation of bus services open and accessible.

Franchises
But partnerships may not be the best solution in all areas.

New powers to franchise services will be available to combined authorities
with directly elected mayors….

Just as they are in London.

And private operators will compete for contracts.

One of the most notable changes made to the Bill in the House of Lords was
the opening up of franchising to all local transport authorities in England.

The government’s position is clear.

We do not support that change.

Strong governance and accountability is needed to make franchising a success.

So it remains our intention that mayoral combined authorities will have
automatic access to franchising powers.

Reflecting the centralised decision-making responsibility for transport they
will hold.

Other local authorities will be able to access franchising powers with the
Secretary of State’s consent.



We want to ensure that franchising is only pursued where it makes sense to do
so, where the authority has a realistic plan in place, and – most importantly
– where it will benefit passengers.

Consultation
The Bill that leaves Parliament must be fit for purpose.

Above all, that means it will help both bus operators and authorities deliver
better services for passengers.

But it will only be a success if the powers it contains are easy to use – and
if they are taken up.

That is why we continue to focus on the practicalities.

Working with organisations like the CPT, ALBUM and the Urban Transport Group
to prepare key pieces of secondary legislation and guidance.

Your views matter.

So yesterday we launched a consultation to gather your opinions on those
detailed bits of policy.

So please go to our website and let us know what you think.

Conclusion
So the challenge is clear.

To unite as an industry.

Bus operators, local authorities and government.

To show that buses are just as much the mode of the future as the mode of the
past.

To do that, we have designed a Bus Services Bill that will work for every
area of the country.

For franchises and partnerships.

To deliver the services that passengers want.

I’m absolutely confident we can do that.

Not just because we’ve worked so hard on the legislation.

But because I know this is a resourceful and creative industry, which is
doing so much great work around the country.

With an average 85% of passengers satisfied with services.

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/bus-services-bill-draft-regulations-and-guidance


That’s why I’m proud to be Bus Minister.

To represent the industry in government.

And it’s why I look forward to working with you over the next year.

So thank you for listening.

And enjoy the rest of the day.


