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The Parole Board is committed to keeping stakeholders informed of our work
and progress towards achieving our objectives. As part of this openness we
will publish our quarterly performance report which is produced for the
Board’s Management Committee. This report represents a summary of Parole
Board operational performance in all its key areas of external delivery and
internal management. It provides a snapshot of that period which is used to
advise and guide on performance and executive decision making.

The data in this pack shows the large volume of business being processed by
the Board, and how that business feeds into hearing demand and outcomes. The
number of cases outstanding is now falling on a consistent trajectory and it
is hoped the Board will make further significant progress during the rest of
the year as we aim to increase the number of hearings held to 750-800 a
month.

Based on the year so far, the Board can be confident that by the end of this
year we will yet again have completed more oral hearings than ever before
and, as the backlog clears, will safely release more people. The deferral
rate of hearings remains a concern despite falling over the last few years,
as it remains at a high level. We are considering what further steps can be
taken to tackle these problems by sharing the reasons for deferrals with the
Public Protection Casework team within NOMS (National Offender Management
Service) and the National Probation Service.

The below information is intended to aid understanding of the attached
performance report, which covers quarter two of 2016/2017 (July — September):
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1. Paper Hearings — MCA assessments This graph shows the outcomes from all
paper based hearings on a 12 month rolling basis. All cases,
irrespective of sentence type or review category are assessed on the
papers in the first instance through the Member Case Assessment (MCA)
process.

There are a number of outcomes possible at the MCA stage, depending on
the sentence type: no release, direct to oral hearing, release, defer.

2. Listing Queue for oral hearings This graph shows the queue of cases
deemed ready to be considered at oral hearing and currently waiting to
be allocated a confirmed date. The graph additionally records those
cases that have been waiting more than 90 days for a confirmed oral
hearing date, including a figure specifically for IPP cases. This
highlights the capacity constraints across the system to list all those
cases that are ready to be heard.

3. Oral Hearings Outcomes and Release Rate This graph shows the outcomes
from all oral hearings on a 12 month rolling basis. In addition it shows
the conduction rate (cases that do actually progress to on the day
against the original number of cases listed) and completion rate, i.e.
those cases that are concluded on the day. The release rate is also
captured in the smaller chart.

4. Deferrals These graphs show the number of cases which are deferred on
the day for each month in a 12 month rolling period and also by quarter
since 2013. Identifying and mitigating against deferrals is a key aim to
contribute to reducing the backlog.

5. Generic Parole Process — Cases Outstanding This graph shows the volume
of Generic Parole Process cases that are outstanding in a 12 month
rolling period (it does not include recall cases) Case outstanding is
defined as all cases referred to the Parole Board for a GPP review,
where the original target date to conclude the review has now passed but
the review is still ongoing, and as such overdue. A case may be
outstanding for a variety of reasons including complexity of the case,
case readiness, justified and reasonable deferral or because of an
inability of the Board to list the case.

This is a key metric for the Parole Board and reducing this number down
to pre-0Osborn figures of around 1200 by the end of 2017 is a core focus
of our strategy.

If you have any questions relating to this report please contact our
Performance Team on info@paroleboard.gsi.gov.uk
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James Brokenshire issued a statement following the shooting of a child in the
Forest Street area of West Belfast on Thursday 16 February.

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Rt Hon James Brokenshire MP said:

This was a brutal and shocking attack on a child by abusive
criminals.

I will continue to offer all possible support to the PSNI and
Department of Justice to ensure that the thugs responsible are held
to account. Collectively we will continue to work to build a
society where violence of this sort has no place.

Neil Bibby launches Protect Our Pubs
campaign

Friday, 17 February 2017
Neil Bibby launches Protect Our Pubs campaign

Labour MSP Neil Bibby has lodged a draft proposal in Holyrood that could
transform Scotland’s pubs and give customers more choice over the drinks on
sale. A consultation on the proposal is set to open on Monday. You can read
the consultation document here.

The proposed Member’s Bill would make it fairer for tenants of pubs who have
a ‘tied’ arrangement with large owning companies — often known as ‘pubcos’.

This comes in the same week that the Competition and Markets Authority
announced that they are to investigate Heineken’'s proposed acquisition of
part of the Punch Taverns pubs portfolio.
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Under the current arrangements, these tenants often have a contractual
obligation to buy some or all products from the pubco, which can restrict the
choice of beer, cider, wine and spirits available — as well as forcing
tenants to sell more expensive drinks.

Mr Bibby’s proposed Bill would provide Scottish licensees the same
opportunities afforded to their counterparts in England and Wales.

A Pubs Code came into force in England and Wales in May 2016 that introduced
more relaxed rules. A new voluntary code was recently introduced in Scotland,
but is not adhered to by all pub companies and does not go as far as the
statutory code in England and Wales.

It is estimated there are nearly 1,000 tenanted pubs in Scotland. The
proposal has been welcomed by the Scottish Licensed Trade Association, the
Campaign for Real Ale and GMB Scotland.

Scottish Labour MSP Neil Bibby said:

“This proposal is about fairness, choice and jobs. Fairness for Scotland’s
publicans, greater choice for pub customers, and an opportunity to protect
and create jobs in Scotland’s pub and brewing industry.

“Scottish pub tenants should have the ability to opt out of the tied
arrangements if they wish. I know from speaking with tied pub tenants in my
own area in the west of Scotland how one-sided these arrangements can be.

“Access to a fair and reasonable market rent for premises, without strings
attached, should be a right for Scottish publicans. They will then be free to
source and purchase products as they see fit, on the same basis as other pubs
in Scotland, and pubs in England and Wales.

“Times are tough in the pub sector. Scottish licensees that choose to opt out
should have the flexibility they need in a crowded and competitive market
place to react to changes that could affect their business — from new pubs
opening in their area to changes in the way people socialise. My proposal
would give them that flexibility.”

Paul Waterson, chief executive of the Scottish Licensed Trade Association,
said:

“The SLTA are delighted to support Neil Bibby’'s bill advocating protection
for Scottish pub tenants. It is only fair that Scottish tenants are afforded
the same rights and safeguards as their counterparts in England and Wales.

“With more and more pubs closing in Scotland each week, it’s crucial the
government takes action to protect tenants who are the most vulnerable
operators in our trade. The SLTA and many others from within the brewing
industry have been campaigning for the government to legislate progressively
on this issue for a number of years, and we hope that Neil’'s bill will add
further weight to our collective position on the matter.”

Colin Valentine, CAMRA’s National Chairman, said:



“CAMRA fully welcomes the new consultation that has been launched into the
tied pub sector by Neil Bibby. We expect that it will paint a picture of pubs
struggling to survive across Scotland, with examples of large pub companies
taking more than is fair or sustainable from individual publicans’ profits.

“Earlier this year, the Scottish Government carried out its own research into
the tied pub sector. That report concluded that there is no need for reform
after surveying just 25 pubs — only 10 of which were tied to large companies.
This represents less than 0.5% of the 4,600 pubs across the country, and
cannot be considered a representative sample.

“The Scottish Government’s inaction on this issue is letting the pubs sector
down. Pubs in Scotland deserve the same level of protection as they have in
England and Wales, and we hope this new research will persuade the Scottish
Government to make the appropriate reforms.”

GMB Scotland Organiser Martin Doran said:

“GMB Scotland supports the proposed Tied Pubs Bill because by tackling the
pubco giants, it can deliver fairness for tied pubs tenants, give more choice
for punters and help create a more level playing field for Scottish brewers.

“Ultimately, this can help create better conditions for the protection and
growth of brewing jobs across Scotland, which is good for our members in the
likes of the historic Tennent’s Wellpark brewery and for the working-class
communities supported by their employment.

“This intervention is not before time and our members will warmly welcome
Neil Bibby'’s efforts to bring about changes to the industry that can only
benefit Scottish jobs and the Scottish economy in the long run.”

Ken Skates visits Chongqing and
Shanghai to cement Welsh links with
China

The Cabinet Secretary is being joined in Shanghai by a trade mission of 18
Welsh companies including Clogau Gold, i2L Research, Timberkits, and Tiny
Rebel, all looking to increase their trade relationships with the world’s
second largest economy.

As part of his visit Ken Skates will host St David’s Day events for
government, business and cultural leaders in both Chongqing and Shanghai, and
will promote Wales as an outward facing and forward looking nation, keen to
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cement links with its global trading partners.

The Economy Secretary will also meet Chinese companies and Government
representatives to discuss how trade and cultural links between the countries
can be strengthened and to consider how Wales can work to further increase
its exports to the lucrative Chinese market.

A Welsh cultural delegation is also travelling to China. It is hoped this
will lead to new partnerships, new learning opportunities, and new exchanges
of exhibitions and performers, to and from both countries.

Speaking about his visit to China, Ken Skates said:

“China is a huge global force and one that Wales is keen to cement
its already strong links with.

“There are currently 19 Chinese companies based in Wales, between
them employing more than 2500 people here. And latest figures put
annual Welsh exports to China at nearly £209m.

“These are impressive figures but through my visit and the trade
mission we will be seeking to build on this success, to grow our
share of exports to China and to attract more Chinese investors to
Wales.

“Wales has a huge amount to offer as a trading partner, a tourist
destination and cultural partner. Following the decision to leave
the EU it is more important than ever that we reach out to China

and other international partners and continue to work to build a

stronger and fairer Welsh economy for all.”
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The Troika (Norway, UK and US) urge signatories of the AUHIP-brokered Roadmap
Agreement to honour their commitments.

The Troika (Norway, the United Kingdom and the United States) expresses its
continued support for the African Union High-Level Implementation Panel
(AUHIP) peace process, led by former South African President Thabo Mbeki. In
support of the AUHIP-brokered Roadmap Agreement signed by both the Government
of Sudan and the opposition, the Troika urges the signatories to honor the
Agreement by concluding comprehensive cessations of hostilities and engaging
in an inclusive political dialogue. The Government of Sudan must now create
an environment that is conducive to freedom of expression and political
participation by both armed and unarmed opposition in Sudan.

The Troika is also encouraged by the Government of Sudan’s decision to accept
the United States’ proposal to support humanitarian assistance to South
Kordofan and Blue Nile states (the “Two Areas”). The U.S. proposal is
intended to facilitate humanitarian assistance to affected populations in the
Two Areas, in line with AUHIP efforts for broader negotiated humanitarian
access. The Troika urges the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North to
swiftly accept this proposal and facilitate the delivery of life-saving
assistance to those in need in the Two Areas. The ongoing unilateral
ceasefires are a significant step toward peace throughout Sudan. However, in
order to realize sustainable peace, all parties must engage in a political
process. The Troika also encourages continued engagement by the armed
movements from Darfur with the AUHIP peace process. We call on the Sudan
Liberation Movement — Abdul Wahid Al Nur to cease hostilities and immediately
engage with the AUHIP peace process. The Troika also encourages the
Government of Sudan to make progress on addressing the root causes of the
conflict.

Further information
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