
Press release: Defence Secretary
salutes Scots troops who keep us safe
at home and abroad

Visiting Glencorse Barracks, Penicuik, Sir Michael Fallon met 2 SCOTS (2nd
Battalion, The Royal Regiment of Scotland) where he praised the contribution
the troops would make to helping keep the UK safe and highlighted how the
range of their recent and forthcoming deployments “spanned continents”
contributing to security “at home and abroad”.

In Iraq on OP SHADER, 2 SCOTS’ non-combat role will strengthen the Iraqi
Security Forces as they fight to remove Daesh. They will provide the latest
training in urban combat, marksmanship and countering improvised explosive
devices.

Defence Secretary, Sir Michael Fallon, said:

The men and women of our Scottish-based Armed Forces perform a
pivotal role in keeping the people of this country, and our allies,
safe.

From Afghanistan to South Sudan to Cyprus as well as recent
deployments in the UK, the strength and versatility of 2 SCOTS
allows them to operate in varied roles that span continents and
project UK influence across the globe.

The men and women who serve here today can be proud of the valuable
contribution they make to our security both at home and abroad.

In May 2017, 2 SCOTS personnel deployed on Op TEMPERER to guard key
infrastructure sites in order to release 166 civilian Ministry of Defence
Police and Civil Nuclear Constabulary firearms officers in Scotland. This was
part of the wider UK response which freed an additional 1,000 armed civilian
police officers to help protect the UK public, following the Manchester Arena
terrorist attack.

Troops from 2 SCOTS will shortly also deploy on two United Nations’ missions:
joining comrades from the Scots Dragoon Guards in Cyprus over the next few
weeks, and deploying on Op TRENTON in South Sudan in 2018 to protect the UN
forces building hospitals and other new infrastructure.

Previously, 2 SCOTS deployed on NATO’s Op TORAL peacekeeping mission in
Afghanistan for nine months in 2015-16 where they helped develop the
professionalism of the officer cadre passing through the Afghan National
Army’s Officer Academy, and protected UK and allied troops in Kabul.

2 SCOTS will again be part of the UK Standby Battalion in 2018, contributing
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to an additional force of 2,800 military personnel to support civilian police
forces, should they request it.

2 SCOTS are a light role infantry battalion based in Penicuik comprised of
414 Scottish infantry soldiers and 35 officers, supported by 53 Army
personnel from other regiments and battalions.

Royal Canadian Air Force jets arrive
in Romania for NATO mission

ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE JETS ARRIVE IN ROMANIA FOR NATO MISSION

FOUR CF-188 HORNET fighter aircraft from Canada have arrived in Romania to
support NATO enhanced air policing operations.

From September until December the aircraft – from the Royal Canadian Air
Force’s 409 Tactical Fighter Squadron, based at Cold Lake in Alberta – will
operate from Mihail Kogalniceanu Air Base near the Black Sea port of
Constanta. More than 130 RCAF personnel are to deploy to the base, to take
over responsibility for the enhanced air policing mission from the Royal Air
Force’s 135 Expeditionary Air Wing (135 EAW).

Four Typhoon FGR4 fighter aircraft from the RAF’s 3(F) Squadron have been
based at Mihail Kogalniceanu since April as part of 135 EAW. 135 EAW is the
first unit to have supported NATO’s enhanced air policing operation, which
augments Romania’s existing quick reaction alert capability. During the
deployment, Typhoons scrambled once in response to Russian air activity over
the Black Sea, demonstrating NATO’s resolve to reassure the region of the
Alliance’s air defence capabilities.

Ahead of the CF-188s’ departure from Canada, Lieutenant-General Steve Bowes,
the Commander of Canadian Joint Operations Command, said: “The Canadian Armed
Forces is committed to the principle of collective defence of the Alliance,
which is at the very heart of NATO’s founding treaty. Our military personnel
are well-trained and committed to contribute to NATO enhanced air policing
that ensures the integrity of Allies’ airspace. They are proud to work on
behalf of Canadians, projecting the best of what Canada has to offer.”

The Commanding Officer of 135 EAW, Wing Commander Andy Coe, said: “We are
proud to welcome our Canadian allies to Romania to continue NATO’s vital
support for this region. As they arrive my team will start the final phase of
our detachment: safely dismantling our operations, while handing over
procedures, relationships and duties to our NATO partners. Already, it’s
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clear to me that we are working with Canada’s finest.”

The RAF’s Typhoons will depart Romania at the end of August, returning to
their home base at RAF Coningsby in Lincolnshire. 409 Tac F Sqn shares in
3(F) Sqn’s Lincolnshire heritage; the RCAF unit was first formed during the
Second World War at RAF Digby, near Lincoln, as a night fighter squadron. The
unit retains its wartime motto: Media nox meridies noster(‘Midnight is our
Noon’).
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Celebrity Aviator Carol Vorderman
Receives Flying Award

Celebrity aviator Carol Vorderman receives
flying award

Carol Vorderman, an honorary
Group Captain and Ambassador for the RAF Air Cadets has received a
prestigious aviation award.

The celebrity aviator, was
presented the Lennox-Boyd Trophy, whilst visiting young air cadets at RAF
Syerston, Nottinghamshire.

The award – from the Aircraft
Owners’ and Pilots’ Association – is for her work furthering interest in
aviation with the RAF Air Cadets.

Gp Capt Vorderman was visiting
the RAF Air Cadet Aerospace Camp at RAF Syerston where she also met 220
cadets,
who have travelled across the country to take part in a week of aviation and
engineering themed activities.

The majority of training and
activities on the camp is delivered by air cadets who have completed the
Qualified Aerospace Instructors’ Course.
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Ambassador Honorary Group
Captain Carol Vorderman said: “As Ambassador of the
RAF Air Cadets I am delighted to be receiving this award from AOPA in front
of
the next generation of young aviators at the Air Cadet Aerospace Camp.

“The Air Cadets
is an inspiring youth organisation for 12 to 19-year-olds and with the help
of
adult volunteers delivers fantastic STEM opportunities for young people
across
the country each year.”

The award was
presented to her by Chairman of the AOPA Mr George Done and Chief Executive
Officer Mr Martin Robinson.

Carol has her private pilot’s
licence and owns her own aircraft Mildred. 
She has been an Ambassador for the RAF Air Cadets since 2014 and hopes
to encourage more young people into science, technology, engineering and
maths subjects.

More
information about the RAF Air Cadets, including how to join as a cadet or as
an
adult volunteer, can be found at www.raf.mod.uk/aircadets
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News story: Royal Navy leads
international efforts to seize drugs
worth £400M

The UK and France commanded a multinational naval task force which has scored
eight drugs busts over the period, seizing 1.75 tonnes of narcotics worth
nearly £400m, including 265kg of heroin and 455kg of hashish worth £65m by
the Royal Navy Type 23 frigate, HMS Monmouth.

Since April, British, French, US and Australian warships in Combined Task
Force 150 (CTF150) took part in Operation Southern Surge to counter narcotics
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trafficking, which funds terrorism in the region, scoring eight drugs busts.

The naval task force polices more than three million square miles of sea in
order to track down vessels smuggling drugs and weapons, as well as providing
reassurance to ships using the international waters. The multinational
coalition is also focused on deterring and denying maritime terrorist
activity in the region, which includes some of the world’s most vital trade
routes such as the Suez Canal and Bab Al Mandeb Strait.
The headquarters of CTF150 has been made up of 24 British and French sailors
and commanded by French Rear Admiral Olivier Lebas.

Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon said:

The success of this join task force with our French allies is a
demonstration of Britain’s firm commitment to global maritime
security and our ability to work with European allies to tackle the
threat from drug smuggling.

The money made from these nefarious criminal activities fund the
terrorists who threaten us at home and abroad. As we leave the EU
we will continue to work alongside our allies to tackle smuggling
in the region and maintain the free flow of shipping.

Deputy Commander Combined Task Force 150, Royal Navy Captain Paul Pitcher,
said:

The deployment of a combined French-UK staff has successfully
demonstrated French-UK naval integration in an operational maritime
environment. The ships under our command have enjoyed considerable
success in seizing illegal drugs at sea, as well as providing naval
presence to reassure the shipping community in and around the
strategic chokepoint of the Bab Al Mandeb Strait.

The Franco-British team has been directing operations since April after
taking over from the Canadian Navy, and has just passed on command to the
Pakistan Navy. Navies from the Combined Maritime Forces, a coalition of 31
nations, take it in turns to lead the task force either from a command ship
or the headquarters in Bahrain.

The Combined Task Force joint command is the latest in a series of shared
commitments undertaken by the UK and France, demonstrating the enduring
closeness of the two nations’ defence relationship.

Earlier this year, around 60 Royal Navy and Royal Marine personnel joined a
French naval deployment to the Indian Ocean and Far East, while British and
French forces routinely operate together as allies in the Global Coalition
and NATO. This year, France is also contributing to the ongoing UK-led NATO



enhanced Forward Presence deployment to Estonia.

News story: UK and France complete
joint counter-terror mission

Combined Task Force 150 (CTF150) polices more than 3 million square miles of
sea in order to track down vessels smuggling weapons and drugs and other
substances that fund or support terrorism, as well as providing reassurance
to ships using the waters.

Between April and June, British, French, US and Australian warships, part of
a multinational coalition and commanded by the Franco-British headquarters in
Bahrain, scored eight drugs busts. These missions removed 1.75 tonnes of
narcotics from the market and included a seizure of 265kg of heroin and 455kg
of hashish by the Royal Navy Type 23 frigate, HMS Monmouth.

CTF150 is also focused on deterring and denying maritime terrorist activity
in the region. This includes some of the world’s most vital trade routes such
as the Suez Canal and Bab Al Mandeb Strait, the latter of which saw an
unsuccessful attack against a merchant vessel in May.

The headquarters staff has been made up of 24 British and French sailors and
commanded by French Rear Admiral Olivier Lebas. In 2019, the task force will
be commanded by a Royal Navy officer, with another combined UK-French staff.

Minister for the Armed Forces, Mark Lancaster, said:

The successful joint command of CTF150, supporting our French
allies, has demonstrated Britain’s firm commitment to global
maritime security.

From the joint leadership of this multinational task force to
fighting side by side against Daesh, the UK and France are
continuing to build on our historic defence relationship as we work
to tackle terror on the global scale.

The Franco-British team has been directing operations since April after
taking over from the Canadian Navy, and will pass on command to the Pakistan
Navy this month. Navies from the Combined Maritime Forces, a coalition of 31
nations, take it in turns to lead the task force either from a command ship
or the headquarters in Bahrain.

http://www.government-world.com/news-story-uk-and-france-complete-joint-counter-terror-mission/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-uk-and-france-complete-joint-counter-terror-mission/

