
News story: UK bolsters defence ties
in the Western Balkans

The trip marks the first time Mark Lancaster has been to Kosovo since he
served there in 1999-2000 and it’s the first visit to Serbia by a British
defence minister in more than 10 years.

Defence Minister Mark Lancaster said:

The Western Balkans is a key region for the stability and security
of Europe, and the UK continues to play a leading role in
supporting the Kosovo Security Force and the Serbian Armed Forces.

Our connections are historic; it is a hundred years since we fought
side by side with Serbia during the First World War, and we will
continue to build on our rich history with both countries in the
years to come.

Mr Lancaster’s visit to Kosovo comes at a time when the UK has boosted its
presence in the country, having recently deployed 30 troops to NATO’s Force
based there to work with allies to promote safety, security and stability in
the region. This is in addition to long-standing defence training assistance
and capacity-building of the Kosovo Security Force.

The Defence Minister went on to visit Belgrade, to meet with his
counterparts. It marked the hundredth anniversary since British and
Commonwealth troops successfully fought alongside Serbian counterparts to
secure the Salonika Front during the First World War. The UK has a proud
history of training side-by-side with Serbian forces, with the 2nd Battalion
the Royal Irish Regiment recently working on Exercise Platinum Wolf in
Cepotina.

While in Kosovo Mark Lancaster met with President Hashim Thaci, Prime
Minister Ramush Haradinaj, Minister for the Kosovo Security Force Mr Rrustem
Berisha, and Lieutenant General Rrahman Rama. He also laid a wreath at the UK
memorial in Pristina and saw a demonstration by the Kosovo Security Force. In
Serbia the Minister met Defence Minister Aleksandar Vulin, laid a wreath at
the Belgrade War Cemetery and addressed military personnel at the
Peacekeeping Centre.

The visit comes ahead of the major Western Balkans Summit in London in next
year.
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Press release: Defence Science and
Technology Laboratory appoints new
Chief Executive

Gary has spent his career in the development and supply of mission-critical
wireless communications solutions to public safety, industrial and
transportation sectors.

He has previously held senior global positions at Sepura and at Motorola
Solutions, where he had commercial responsibility for sales, services,
operations and product management.

As Dstl’s Chief Executive, Gary will lead an organisation of over 3,800
scientists and engineers providing specialist, and in many cases world-
leading expertise, across a wide-range of disciplines.

Ahead of his arrival, Gary said:

I am excited to begin a new challenge at Dstl, in an organisation
that provides such essential skills, knowledge and capabilities in
support of the defence, security and prosperity of the UK.

Sir David Pepper, Chairman of Dstl said:

I am delighted to welcome Gary to Dstl. He brings a wealth of
experience in research and development and in organisational
transformation that will be invaluable as Dstl moves into the next
phase of its development. I am looking forward to working with him
as he takes on his leadership role.

Gary will formally take up post on 1 January 2018. He replaces David Marsh,
who has been Acting Chief Executive since the previous Chief Executive
Jonathan Lyle left the organisation in September this year.
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News story: UK troops awarded UN
medals for South Sudan peacekeeping
mission

Updated: Text updated

MEDALS have been awarded to 106 UK troops currently deployed on Op TRENTON,
the UK contribution to the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS).

There are nearly 400 troops deployed in the world’s newest country, split
across three locations. Soldiers from the 32 Engineer Regiment led Task Force
were recognised for their service to the UN by the Special Representative of
the Secretary General Mr David Shearer on parade in Malakal. He said:

I would like to recognise the commendable efforts of everyone here
on parade and honour your dedicated service here in South Sudan.
Your efforts and professionalism are highly regarded and you make a
valuable contribution to UNMISS.Wear these medals as the proud and
worthy ambassadors of your country and of the United Nations that
you are.

The UK Engineering and Medical Task Force has made a vital contribution to
supporting the UN mission through improving infrastructure in the form of
helicopter landing sites, runways, jetty and drainage improvements and staff
accommodation builds. They have also been staffing the UK built Level 2 field
hospital which provides essential healthcare to over 1,800 UN civilian and
military staff based in Bentiu.

Air Vice Marshall Gary Waterfall, Chief of Staff for Joint Operations, also
presented medals and thanked the soldiers for their work which represents the
UK’s renewed contribution to UN peacekeeping operations. He said:

We are dipping our toe back into the peacekeeping waters. But this
moment marks that we have made it a step further, with our first
full rotation earning their medals. I am proud of this achievement,
and proud of all of you on parade that have made it possible.

The Commanding Officer of the UK Task Force is Royal Engineer, Lieutenant
Colonel Katie Hislop. She said:

Today is about our people and providing the recognition that all
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our soldiers deserve; not just those visible on the parade square
right now, but those who are in the sangars and behind the scenes
covering essential duties to protect and sustain us.

The Task Force has faced some unique challenges during its deployment which
began at the start of the wet season. However, through innovation and
teamwork, much needed improvements to UN infrastructure in both Malakal and
Bentiu have been made. These will have a lasting impact on the mission and
the next engineering contingent has been set up well for success next year.

The current contingent will remain in South Sudan over the Christmas period,
continuing to enable the mission to protect civilians and build durable
peace. They will return home to their families in January 2018.

News story: Royal Navy ship set for
Australia, Defence Secretary reveals

The Defence Secretary had announced that the ship would sail to the Asia
Pacific whilst addressing the crew on-board in Devonport on Friday, and has
now provided further information of the deployment.

During recent conversations with Australian Defence Minister Marise Payne and
Minister for Defence Industry Christopher Pyne the Defence Secretary
reaffirmed his commitment to strengthening the Australia-UK defence
relationship and exploring opportunities for our Armed Forces to work
together.

The visit of HMS Sutherland, a Type 23 anti-submarine warfare frigate, offers
further opportunities for the Royal Navy and the Australian Navy to
collaborate.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

Though we may be currently battling against each other on the
cricket field, when it comes to defence, we stand together with
Australia as allies not opponents. Our countries have fought
alongside one another since the First World War and we continue to
stand strong in the face of today’s intensifying global threats.

I am pleased to announce that HMS Sutherland will set sail across
the world next year and look forward to strengthening our close
relationship with Australia.
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The Type 23 frigate HMS Sutherland will deploy to Australia in the New Year.

The ship will visit Sydney, Perth and Adelaide and provides an outstanding
opportunity for joint exercising. The deployment has the added benefit of
showcasing Britain’s cutting-edge anti-submarine warfare technology.

Australia and the UK remain extremely close trading partners, exchanging
£13.1bn of goods and services in 2016. In that year we also agreed to
establish a bilateral Trade Working Group to begin scoping out the parameters
for a future Free Trade Agreement. This week International Trade Secretary
Liam Fox is in the country to advance the UK/Australia trade relationship,
following a visit from Minister for Defence Procurement Harriett Baldwin
earlier this month.

In August this year both countries’ Foreign and Defence Secretaries
strengthened the already close relationship in the 9th annual Australia-UK
Ministerial talks (AUKMIN), agreeing on further joint work on cyber,
Commonwealth and modern slavery. This deployment is a tangible demonstration
of that commitment.

Whilst in the country earlier in the month, Defence Minister Harriett Baldwin
announced the intention to look at the feasibility of fitting an Australian
radar on future British warships. The ‘CEAFAR’ radar, developed by CEA
Technologies, is already in service with the Australian Navy and a capability
study to fit the radar to British ships will begin early next year.
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News story: New fingerprint chemical
to ‘make it much harder for criminals
to escape justice’, Defence Minister
announces

The technology uses an innovative chemical to recover fingerprints from
surfaces that were previously extremely challenging or even impossible to
work with, making them visible so that forensic scientists can identify
guilty individuals.

This includes items exposed to high temperatures, including IED components
and fired ammunition cases in a warzone, as well as metal items that have
been deliberately cleaned, such as knives at a domestic crime scene. The new
technique could help identify criminals ranging from insurgents to burglars.

Defence Minister Harriett Baldwin said:

British innovation is progressing at a rapid pace and we are
investing millions in it to keep our country safe. Whether it’s
used on a foreign battlefield or a British crime scene, this
pioneering fingerprint technology will make it much harder for
criminals to escape justice.

Steve Thorngate, from the Defence Security Analysis Division of
Dstl, said:

Through our work with Dr Paul Kelly at Loughborough University, the
ability to significantly increase fingerprint recovery rates from
items recovered, means that criminals will find it much harder to
conceal their identity. Although the technology needs further
refinement, it will be of significant benefit to forensic
scientists across the world.
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The new technology uses a chemical to recover fingerprints from challenging
surfaces, such as bullets.

The advanced fingerprint visualisation technology has been developed jointly
by the Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl), the Centre for
Applied Science and Technology (CAST) and Loughborough University.

The project started life at Loughborough University where the concept was
inadvertently discovered by Dr Paul Kelly, and developed by Dstl into an
operational capability. Foster + Freeman (F+F), one of the world’s foremost
forensic science equipment suppliers, will refine the technology before
making it commercially available early next year.

The announcement also comes as the MOD prepares to host the two-day
Artificial Intelligence Hackathon this week to explore the opportunities that
‘AI’ can provide to the defence of the UK.

Funded by the MOD’s £800m Innovation Fund, the Hackathon will bring top
representatives from the MOD, defence industry, SMEs and academia together to
brainstorm ideas on how AI can be applied across businesses, the military and
civil society.

Defence Minister Harriett Baldwin added:

This Hackathon is yet another example of how defence is getting
together with academia and industry to ensure the UK remains a
world leader in research, collaboration, and security.



The MOD has committed 1.2% of the rising defence budget to cutting-edge
science and technology.

The licence for the fingerprint technology has been negotiated by Ploughshare
Innovations, Dstl’s technology transfer company, and has since been licensed
by F+F.


