
Election plans and budgets for next
year: Steering Group review

Saturday sees the first full meeting of our new Steering Group, created by
the Federal Board in a pilot to find ways of improving how we run the party.
As the Thornhill Election Review found in frank detail, failing to run the
party well hinders our election prospects.  
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Hong Kong Security Law: two months on

The new law, aimed at stamping out protests that have racked Hong Kong for
the past year, can “prevent, stop and punish any acts or activities” that
severely endanger national security.” Such charges are often used in mainland
China to silence dissidents and other political opponents. It has already
been used to silence people.

This new law crushes what was left of the ‘one country, two
systems’ framework.

The legislation, which has been described as a “death knell” for Hong Kong,
also allows Beijing’s security forces to operate in the city.

Legal observers and human rights advocates say the national security laws not
only target protesters and their supporters, but permanently undermine the
city’s freedoms and rights as promised under the “one country two systems”
framework.

During the Handover, the late Paddy Ashdown passionately argued that the
people of Hong Kong should be given the right to live in the UK if they held
BNO passports.

From Paddy Ashdown to today, the Liberal Democrats have always
shown courage on the issue of Hong Kong – unlike the Conservatives.

It’s our duty to #StandWithHongKong and uphold the promises the UK
made. Add your name to back our campaign > https://t.co/ZELgzFejch
pic.twitter.com/fcZf9ibvhP
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— Liberal Democrats (@LibDems) February 25, 2020

The UK Government’s extension of visa rights for BNOs is welcome news.

However, it is not good enough for this offer to only apply to BNO status
holders and their dependents, as the Government have so far suggested. This
leaves behind many young Hong Kongers who have been at the centre of the
calls for democracy.

The Government need to go further. All Hong Kongers must have their rights
and freedoms protected, regardless of BNO status.

 It is time to step up and stand with Hong Kong.

That’s why Alistair Carmichael has tabled a Bill that would re-open the offer
of a British National Overseas (BNO) passports for Hong Kong citizens and
extend the scheme to provide the “right of abode”, allowing a person to live
or work indefinitely in the UK. 

We are calling on the Government to support our Bill, which will have its
second reading in Parliament on 23rd October 2020.

The UK government to ensure that no one is left behind. It is time to step up
and stand with Hong Kong. 
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Reforming the Associated Organisations
of the Party
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Remembering Alan Kurdi

Alan, his mum and his five-year-old brother had drowned as they attempted to
cross from Turkey to Kos in a small inflatable boat, having fled the violence
of ISIL and Assad’s civil war.

The Conservatives voted against providing a safe haven for children
who’ve been forced to flee their homes and separated from their
families.

When that photo appeared on front pages the next day, politicians around the
world could no longer ignore the awful human tragedies happening every day as
refugees like Alan and his family make perilous attempts to cross the
Mediterranean in search of sanctuary.

Here in the UK, the Conservative Government was forced into action at last.
The Prime Minister promised to resettle 20,000 refugees from Syria – a
commitment that the Government will finally fulfil this year. But still, the
Conservatives resisted calls from the Liberal Democrats and others to offer
sanctuary to refugees already on the move across Europe – those like Alan
Kurdi’s family.

They even voted against the Dubs amendment, which would have committed the UK
to take 3,000 unaccompanied child refugees. That’s right. They voted against
providing a safe haven for children who’ve been forced to flee their homes
and separated from their families.

Thankfully, we defeated the Government and forced them to implement the Dubs
scheme, providing a route for the children in Calais camps to come to the UK
safely.

But the Conservatives closed that scheme in July, after resettling just 480
child refugees. Without safe routes, desperate people – including children –
will continue to take unsafe ones: including attempting to cross the
Mediterranean and the Channel in small boats.

We must do all we can to protect vulnerable refugees and safe lives

And we will continue to see more tragedies like the death of Alan Kurdi. Just
a fortnight ago, the body of a young Sudanese man, Abdulfatah Hamdallah, was
found on a beach near Calais.

He had drowned while trying to cross the Channel in a little rubber dinghy
with his 16-year-old friend.

We must do all we can to protect vulnerable refugees and safe lives. The UK
has a proud history of providing sanctuary to those in need, and we cannot
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let this Conservative Government turn its back on them now.

That’s why the Liberal Democrats are fighting to secure safe and legal routes
to sanctuary in the UK.

That must include a new long-term commitment to resettle refugees directly
from conflict areas like Syria and the surrounding region. And the Government
must reopen the Dubs scheme, with a commitment to resettle 10,000
unaccompanied refugee children from elsewhere in Europe over the next ten
years.

Five years ago, we responded to that photo of Alan Kurdi with compassion and
urgency. Five years on, both those impulses are needed as much as ever. We
cannot let them fade now.
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Ed Davey announces new Lib Dem
Spokespeople

Lib Dem Leader Ed Davey has announced a new team of spokespeople who will
hold the Government to account and rebuild our party.
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