
Champing at the bit

I’m honoured to have been elected by my fellow MPs as Deputy Leader and I’m
champing at the bit to get started.

Whilst Ed is touring the country listening to and reconnecting with voters,
it’s going to be my role to help build a campaigning machine that will get us
winning again at every level.

It’s going to be my role to help build a campaigning machine that
will get us winning again at every level.

We won my seat, St Albans, in December – a seat we had never held before.
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Taking Care of the Party Finances and
Planning for the Future

Our Remit

The Federal Finance and Resources Committee (FFRC) is responsible for the
budget and finances of the Federal Party and overseeing the administration of
the Party. A key element of its role is oversight of compliance with external
regulatory bodies.
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Preparing for elections
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The Government must be stopped from
breaking international law.

Liberal Democrat MPs have put forward measures to the Internal Market Bill
that will remove controversial clauses that breach the Northern Ireland
Protocol.

Respecting the rule of law is fundamental to any self-respecting
Government.

The clauses in question allow the UK to unilaterally scrap “exit summary”
forms for goods moving from Northern Ireland to Great Britain, and to apply
UK state aid rules in Northern Ireland – contrary to what was agreed with the
EU. A third clause seeks to protect the above changes from being considered
unlawful.

In essence, the Government is trying to break the Withdrawal Agreement and
putting the Good Friday Agreement in Northern Ireland at risk.

Instead of ensuring the smooth running of the UK internal market, the
Conservatives have sowed tensions between Westminster and the devolved
administrations – and have even gone as far as breaking an internationally
binding treaty.

Respecting the rule of law is fundamental to any self-respecting Government.
This sends the wrong message to the British public at a time when obeying the
rules is critical on the Covid front.

The Government should be prioritising securing the best possible deal to
protect our economy rather than posturing and blackmailing the EU by
threatening to renege on existing commitments.

This sends the wrong message to the British public at a time when
obeying the rules is critical on the Covid front.

All this does is fan the flames of nationalism at home and weaken the UK’s
standing abroad.

There couldn’t be a more irresponsible and damaging handling of Brexit.

The Government must drop its breaches of international law and negotiate with
the EU in good faith. It will be British workers and businesses that will pay
for Boris Johnson’s brazen tactics.
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It seems that under Boris Johnson, accepting the rule of law has
become optional.

For the sake of the future of our country, Ministers must stop
playing fast and loose with the rule of law.https://t.co/Y0tnePWmvn

— Liberal Democrats (@LibDems) September 14, 2020
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First time at conference? Being online
makes it easier than ever to get stuck
in

I’ve been a member for many years but like many others, I’d never taken the
plunge and dived into conference.

That all changed last year when I went to the 2019 Lib Dem Party Conference
in Bournemouth.

I didn’t know what to expect, but before I knew it, I was meeting fellow Lib
Dems from across the country, sharing stories, learning new tricks, and
feeling at home with over 3,000 like-minded members who share my values.

How’s that for a great weekend by the sea?

Thanks to Coronavirus, this year’s going to be a little different. Well, very
different actually. Conference will be exclusively online – but that just
makes it even easier to access all the great events on offer.

And for anyone who feels daunted by turning up as a newbie, there’s nothing
to worry about. Here’s what to expect…

Meet fellow Lib Dems

There are loads of ways to meet other Lib Dems. Why not start off by dropping
in at the Federal Conference Committee virtual stand and asking any questions
you might have about the weekend?

Enjoy a virtual stroll through the exhibition centre. Talk to members with a
plethora of diverse interests. Chat to teachers and women’s groups, or see
how the Liberal Democrat Seekers of Sanctuary are standing up for asylum
seekers in the UK.

https://t.co/Y0tnePWmvn
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In each auditorium session, members can use the online chat function to
bounce ideas around.

Hear from the party leaders

Welsh leader Jane Dodds, Scottish leader Wille Rennie, and newly-elected
party leader Ed Davey will all be taking to the virtual stage to discuss the
issues facing the Lib Dems and laying out their vision for the future.

Get stuck in on key debates

Are you a fan of the Universal Basic Income? Where do you think our country
should go in a post-Brexit world? If like me, you enjoy getting stuck into
the debate, this is your chance.

At conference, Lib Dem members come together to debate and vote on the key
issues of the day – and decisions made by delegates (that’s you!) go on to
become national party policy.

See the full list of motions and debates, and find out how to participate
here.

Check out the fringe

A particular highlight for me will be Lib Dem spokesperson for home affairs
and constitutional reform Alistair Carmichael and the Social Liberal Forum
discussing alliances, electoral pacts, and whether the Lib Dems could ‘do
business’ with Labour.

Saturday night is comedy night with the Liberal Democrat Creative Network. In
just one of the excellent fringe events, watch comedians battle it out to
pitch a new law for post pandemic life, with the winning idea being taken to
parliamentarians.

Browse fringe events in the conference directory.

Help shape the future of the Lib Dems

Some newbies will go on to become Members of Parliament or stand for council,
others will leave their mark by helping to shape party policy.

Forging a path to electoral success depends on every single one of us
standing up and fighting for a better future.

Whichever direction your Lib Dem journey takes you, conference has a training
session to help you along the way. Learn digital campaigning skills from the
experts, get advice on reaching out to new members and growing your local
party, or find out how to become a target seat. There’s a huge amount on
offer.

I left conference feeling motivated and uplifted.

Meeting crowds of Lib Dems – whether virtually or in person – goes to remind
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you that there are thousands of people across the UK who believe in the same
values of openness, tolerance, and freedom that we as Lib Dems stand for.

And if you see me in the chat, feel free to say hello. I’ll be there trying
to get around as many events as possible!

Register for conference today.
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