We can make the UK the safest place in
the world to have a baby

Bringing a new life into the world should be one of the most joyful
experiences a person can have. Yet, in the UK, too many families face the
heartbreak of baby loss, whether through miscarriage, stillbirth, or
traumatic birth experiences.

The national ambition set in 2010 to reduce stillbirths, neonatal, and
maternal deaths by 50% by 2025 is nearing its expiry, but we are not on track
to meet the target. The UK Government should renew the national maternity
ambitions beyond 2025, to include the four nations, and to enhance them with
a clear baseline to measure progress against.

The true scale of miscarriage in the UK is still unknown because no official
record of miscarriages is held. We must do all we can to ensure that every
single preventable baby loss is avoided. And for those who do experience baby
loss, we want to ensure that proper support is in place — including support
and referral being available for every miscarriage, rather than after three.

Black women are at almost four times greater risk of maternal mortality than
White women. Black babies are nearly twice as likely, and Asian babies are
nearly 1.5 times more likely, to die during the first 28 days compared to
White babies. Infant mortality rates in the most deprived neighbourhoods are
double those in the least deprived areas. The UK must work towards ending
discrimination towards diverse parents during pregnancy.

We believe it is time for change and our goal is clear; to make the UK the
safest country in the world to have a baby. That’'s why today, Liberal
Democrats have passed new policy to transform and improve care through
pregnancy and the neonatal period.

e Making support and referral are available after every miscarriage, not
just after three.

e Ensuring best-practice care is accessible 24/7 for anyone experiencing
miscarriage, ensuring that no one is left to suffer alone.

e ALl miscarriages should be recorded, bringing transparency to this
hidden problem. Setting national targets to reduce miscarriage rates and
improve outcomes.

e Backing the commitments made in the NHS Workforce Plan with sufficient
funding; this includes the expansion of the wider maternity and neonatal
workforce, ensuring that every expectant parent receives the care they
deserve.

e Improving the coding of ethnicity and data — including surveys avoiding
overusing ‘other’ as a category.

e Creating a welcoming and inclusive environment for everyone receiving
maternity or perinatal care, including trans and nonbinary people.
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https://www.libdems.org.uk/news/article/we-can-make-the-uk-the-safest-place-in-the-world-to-have-a-baby

Read our new policy in full

The Liberal Democrats are committed to transforming maternal and neonatal
care and ensuring inclusive care for all, so we can create a safer, more
compassionate healthcare system for everyone.

Go to Source
Author:

Giving communities more power over
their local economies

Liberal Democrats believe in giving communities, businesses and individuals
choice and freedom and that should include the right to have a say over
Sunday trading hours in their local area.

Our market system should balance businesses’ needs and the rights and
freedoms of workers.

The current Sunday trading laws in England and Wales don’t allow local
authorities to decide Sunday opening hours in their local community.

Sunday trading laws were last reformed in 1994, moving from an outright ban
to restricted opening hours. During the 2012 Olympics Sunday trading laws
were suspended.

In Scotland, powers to regulate Sunday trading are devolved. Scotland has
chosen to liberalise Sunday trading while protecting workers’ rights.

Our new policy passed today would devolve power to regulate Sunday trading to
local authorities in England and to the Welsh Government.

This would allow communities to decide for themselves the best regulations to
suit people and businesses in their own areas. Local areas know their own
local economy better than anyone else and are best placed to decide their own
rules.

We would also introduce new measures to protect workers who do not want to
work on Sundays.

Read the motion in full
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Hatred will never divide us

The last ten days have been immensely difficult for our country.

First, the horrific attack in Southport that claimed the lives of three
innocent young girls.

Then, the far right extremists who exploited this tragedy to incite and
commit appalling acts of violence. Violence that targeted Muslims, asylum
seekers and communities of colour.

These thugs do not speak for Britain or our values. But how we respond does.

It is heartwarming to see so many people of all backgrounds and all
walks of life standing peacefully together in solidarity against
racism, Islamophobia and violence.

We are indebted to our brave police officers who put themselves in
harm’s way to keep our communities safe.

— Ed Davey (@EdwardJDavey) August 8, 2024

Already, we have witnessed some of the best of British values in action.
Communities coming together to clean up the damage. Standing in solidarity
with their neighbours and friends who have been targeted.

Making it clear that hatred will never divide us, and unity will prevail.

View video on Facebook

Racism and Islamophobia have no place in our society. We must work together
to consign this hatred to the history books — and I'm proud of what Liberal
Democrats are already doing to make this a reality.
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Like calling on the government to adopt a formal definition of Islamophobia,
and immediately appoint a new independent adviser on Islamophobia.

There is much to be done to ensure that everybody can feel safe in their
communities. But there’s reason to be hopeful, too.

Last night, we witnessed thousands of people standing peacefully together in
solidarity against racism, Islamophobia and violence.

It was proof that the UK is the open, tolerant and compassionate country we
all know and love. That people from all backgrounds are welcome here. And
that riots and racism will never triumph.

In our own Lib Dem family, I am proud of how we work together as one team
with much diversity. So please check in with your friends, colleagues,
neighbours. There are many in our communities right now who feel hugely
vulnerable — and need to know that our party is standing with them in love
and support.

We must keep this spirit alive. So we will keep working together — to support
our communities and stamp out hatred, in all its forms.

For anyone in need of mental health support, all Liberal Democrat party
members have unlimited access to the Health Assured Support Helpline at 0800
028 0199. You can find out more here.
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Lib Dems call for new laws on GP
appointments and cancer care in King's
Speech

New laws to end the crisis in health and care need to be at the heart of the
King's Speech on Wednesday.

Over the past few weeks we heard thousands of heartbreaking stories on
doorsteps about just how dire a state our NHS is in. Time and again we were
told of people waiting hours for an ambulance, weeks for a GP appointment and
months to start vital cancer treatment.

The Conservative Party brought our health and care services to the brink of
collapse. After years of neglect, the top priority of the incoming Labour
government should now be to save our health and care services.
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That is why the Liberal Democrats want to see the NHS and care put at the
heart of the King’s Speech, including ending long delays for GP appointments
and cancer treatment. Patients simply cannot wait any longer.

GPs

Since the Conservatives promised to hire 6,000 more GPs, the number has
fallen by almost 500, leaving our GP services in crisis and people struggling
to get an appointment.

Liberal Democrats want to see patients given a new legal right ot see a GP
within a week.



Cancer treatment

More than 100,000 patients in the last year waited longer than the NHS target
of 62 days to start urgent cancer treatment.

Liberal Democrats want to see a cancer care guarantee with a statutory duty
on the Government to ensure that every patient can start cancer treatment
within 62 days of an urgent diagnosis.

Go to Source
Author:

72 Liberal Democrat MPs

Liberal Democrats have elected 72 Members of Parliament at the 2024 General
Election. This is a record result for the party.

Liberal Democrats are now the third-biggest party in the House of Commons.

More than three-and-a-half million people voted Liberal Democrat in this
election.
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“Millions of people have voted for change and put their trust in us, so our
job now is to stand up for them.

“We have won people’s trust by listening to their concerns and focusing on
the things that matter most to them. Most of all that is saving the NHS and
making sure everyone can get the care they need.

“We have put health and care at the heart of our campaign, and we will put it
at the top of the agenda in this Parliament too.”

Ed Davey

Knocking down the Blue Wall

For years Liberal Democrats have been making local gains across the blue
wall. Now we are winning MPs in places which have Conservative for over a
century.

Liberal Democrats even won in four areas formerly represented by Conservative
Prime Ministers: Boris Johnson’s Henley, Theresa May’'s Maidenhead, John
Major’s St Neots and David Cameron’s Witney.

Lifelong Conservatives have switched to us because they were fed up with the
appalling government on the economy, health services and sewage. Many will
have a Liberal Democrat MP for the first time ever and will see what a
difference it makes having a local champion for their community.

Be part of our success
— join our team today



I'm in

Back in the West Country

Voters in the West Country have put their faith back in us, sending 22
Liberal Democrat MPs to Parliament to fight for them.

Liberal Democrats won back Paddy Ashdown’s former constituency of Yeovil, one
of seven Somerset seats with Lib Dem MPs.

Growing in Scotland and Wales

Liberal Democrats gained four seats in Scotland. In the final result to
declare, Liberal Democrats won back the area formerly represented by Charles
Kennedy, winning Inverness, Skye and West Ross-Shire with a 19% swing.

Lib Dems are back on the map in Wales, winning Brecon, Radnor and Cwm-Tawe
from the Conservatives.

The British people have elected a record number of Liberal Democrat MPs to be
their local champions: working hard for their communities and fighting for a
fair deal.

We will hold the Government to account for its promises to fix the


https://www.libdems.org.uk/join

Conservatives’ mess, while continuing to hold the Conservative Party to
account for the terrible damage they have done to our country.

Above all, we will keep campaigning for our policies to fix the health and
care crisis, get our economy back on track and end the sewage scandal.

So that everyone can see a doctor or a dentist when they need to. So that we
value care and properly support carers, making sure everyone gets the high-
quality care they deserve. So that families and pensioners don’t have to
choose between heating and eating, and aren’t afraid of losing their home.
And so that everyone can enjoy a clean natural environment.

That is the fair deal the Liberal Democrats are fighting for. So join us, and
let’'s make it happen!

Join as a concessionary member

Discounted membership for people who currently receive state benefits. Become
a member starting at just 50p a month.

As a member you can:

e v Decide our party policy.
e v Stand for election and choose our candidates.
e v Vote in future Liberal Democrat leadership elections.

Join now »

Join as a member
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Most people join as a member starting at just £15 a year.
As a member you can:

e v Decide our party policy.
e v Stand for election and choose our candidates.
e v Vote in future Liberal Democrat leadership elections.

Become a member today from £15 per year and we’ll send you a free welcome
pack.

Join now »

Join as a registered supporter

Join as a supporter for free and be a part of the Liberal Democrats.
As a supporter you can:

e v Be consulted on party policy.
e v Attend local and national events.
e v Receive exclusive member and supporter briefings.

Join now »
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