
The way Lib Dem online groups run is
changing

We’re very proud of the many strong online communities that have sprung up
around the party. Online groups are a great way to make friends and discuss
topics with people you might not see otherwise.

This is an ecosystem that is incredibly powerful – and we want to do
everything we can to support it. Which is why in the next few weeks, we’re
planning to launch a new online tool – the Directory – to help connect
Liberal Democrats with like-minded groups.

Hand in hand with that, we’re today launching a new policy for online groups
that use Liberal Democrat branding.
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Spring Conference at a glance

Conference will be debating the following motions.  The following are
summaries of what is proposed.  They are intended to be neutral descriptions
of some of the main points made in the motions and are not arguments for or
against any of them.  
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How Brexit made me take a stand

This week, after 32 years of political passiveness and one month after
becoming a British citizen, I joined the Liberal Democrats.

I arrived in the UK on a cold, rainy Thursday afternoon in March 2013 with
two suitcases and a job offer from a London-based media agency. I was born in
Germany and had lived, studied and worked there most of my life up until that
point. My decision to come was a professional one at the time, and I had no
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clear concept of how long I might stay.

I was in tears that morning as newscasters called the result of the
referendum

I have since fallen in love with this island and its people. Most
importantly, I met my wonderful wife Caroline – but I’ve also met some of the
most remarkable people from every corner of the world, I am privileged to
call them my friends.

Then came the referendum. I was in tears that morning as newscasters called
the result.

Suddenly, my future and that of millions of others were in question.

My decision to become a British citizen was one both of the head and the
heart. It was more than a move to safeguard my immigration status.

For me, it was a firm commitment to the place I now call my home.

None of us can afford to sit on the sidelines

It is easy to forget how privileged I have been throughout it all: growing up
in a peaceful

and prosperous union of European nations. Enjoying the freedom to work and
live wherever I want, to fall in love with whoever. I have enjoyed it all
thanks to the work of generations before me who created the European Union.

The time to be a bystander is over.

None of us can afford to sit on the sidelines as the rights of future
generations are under assault by forces that want our island to be a smaller,
more divided, less welcoming place.

That is why I have joined the Liberal Democrats: to fight for Britain’s place
in Europe. To demand better for my home. To play a part in solving the many
challenges facing our society, from homelessness to climate change.

My time as a bystander is over. From here on, expect to hear my voice in this
fight.
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Scrap the Gender Price Gap

Women and girls are still paying more for basic products like razors and
deodorant. It’s entirely unacceptable. Worse, it’s a double whammy – 3 out of
4 UK companies still pay their female employees less than they do men.
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Fighting climate change

On Thursday I led a debate in the House of Commons on climate change, calling
for the Government to take action now.
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