
After seven years of failure,
Conservative Ministers have no plan to
fix the housing crisis – Healey

John
Healey MP, Labour’s Shadow Secretary of State for Housing, responding to
Resolution
Foundation research showing an increase in the number of second home-owners,
said:

“While
a growing number of people are now second home owners, the prospect of buying
a
first home remains a distant dream for many young people and families on
ordinary incomes. The number of home-owning households rose by a million
under
Labour but has fallen by almost 200,000 since 2010, with the biggest fall
amongst young people and families aged under 45.

"After
seven years of failure, Conservative Ministers have no plan to fix the
housing
crisis. The number of affordable homes to buy and rent has fallen to the
lowest
level in 24 years as Ministers have cut back housing investment.

“A Labour
government will build 100,000 discounted FirstBuy Homes targeted at first-
time
buyers on ordinary incomes and give councils the power to put local people
first in line for new homes built in their area and build 100,000 new council
and housing association homes per year by the end of the Parliament, so the
housing market works for the many not just the few.”

Ends

Khalid Mahmood statement on terrorist
attack in Barcelona

Khalid
Mahmood MP, Labour’s Shadow Europe Minister, responding to the terrorist
attack in Barcelona,
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said:

“Our
thoughts are with all those killed and injured in the cowardly attack on Las
Ramblas in Barcelona.

"It
bears all the hallmarks of similar atrocities we have seen in other cities,
from Nice to London, attempting to divide our communities and change our way
of
life.

"But
in that aim, it will never succeed: instead, it will strengthen our
solidarity,
stiffen our resolve, and leave the perpetrators of hatred and terror more
isolated than ever.”

Jeremy Corbyn writes to Theresa May to
call for further action on Grenfell
Inquiry

Following the publication of the
Terms of Reference of the Grenfell Inquiry, Jeremy Corbyn MP, Leader of the
Labour Party, has written to Theresa May calling for further action.

In the letter, Corbyn raises
concerns about the “decision to exclude the broader social and political
issues
raised by the fire from the terms of reference of the inquiry.”

Focussing criticism on the
Government, Corbyn says there is a fear that its “priority is to avoid
criticism” for policy failures “rather than secure justice for Grenfell
survivors.”

In order to learn the lessons of
the Grenfell fire, Corbyn calls on May to “immediately set out a clear,
independent and thorough process for identifying and addressing the broader
failings that led to the Grenfell fire.“

Continuing his calls for the
Inquiry terms to be broadened, Corbyn seeks guarantees that Sir Martin
Moore-Bick’s assessors “will include people from minority backgrounds in
order
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to introduce a broader range of experiences and perspectives into the
inquiry,
as many residents have demanded.”

Following Sir Martin Moore-Bick’s
request that the Government reassure survivors on their immigration status,
Corbyn also urges May to “grant indefinite right to remain in the UK to all
survivors who need it, on a discretionary basis.”

Full text of the letter to Theresa
May

Dear Prime Minister,

Thank you for your letter dated 15
August 2017 setting out the terms of reference for the inquiry into the fire
at
Grenfell Tower.

It is, of course, a relief that
the inquiry is now up and running, and that survivors are one step closer to
the answers they so desperately need.

However, I am deeply concerned by
the decision to exclude the broader social and political issues raised by the
fire from the terms of reference of the inquiry. The fire has raised profound
concerns about the way that social housing is provided and managed in this
country, and I – as well as many survivors –  worry that, without a wider
focus, the inquiry will fail to get fully to grips with the causes of the
fire.

The fear is that the priority is
to avoid criticism of your party’s policy failures rather than secure justice
for Grenfell survivors, along with the safety of the many other people who
live
in social housing in this country.

On the issue of social housing,
your letter accepts that ‘there are a number of concerns, that have gone
unheard for too long.’ However, you are vague on how these concerns will now
be
addressed. The promise that your Housing Minister, Alok Sharma, will meet and
talk to social housing residents will be of little reassurance to such
residents, particularly in light of the failure of Conservative Governments
to
implement the recommendations of the inquest into the 2009 fire at Lakanal
House in Southwark.

Learning the lessons of the
Grenfell fire will require more far-reaching action. I therefore ask that you
immediately set out a clear, independent and thorough process for identifying
and addressing the broader failings that led to the Grenfell fire.



This process should work closely
with Sir Martin Moore-Bick’s inquiry where appropriate and should include
within its remit social housing policy and all aspects of the relationship
between residents and the local authority and the tenant management
organisation. Only by rooting out the more systemic failings that led to the
Grenfell fire will we ensure that nothing like it ever happens again in this
country. 

I am also troubled by your
response to Sir Martin’s request that the Government take all possible
measures
to reassure survivors worried about their immigration status. You re-state
the
12 month immigration amnesty already in place. However, it seems clear that
Sir
Martin is indicating a 12 month amnesty is insufficient and that concerns
remain that a number of survivors will be discouraged from participating in
the
inquiry as a result.

I therefore urge you to grant
indefinite right to remain in the UK to all survivors who need it, on a
discretionary basis. Failure to do so will impede their ability to contribute
to the inquiry and may undermine the inquiry itself.

Finally, you note Sir Martin’s
intention to appoint a group of assessors with wide-ranging experience and
expertise. But you do not specify the nature of this diversity beyond having
experience in relation to the occupation and management of social housing,
the
administration of local government and “more technical matters.” I continue
to
seek guarantees that Sir Martin’s assessors will include people from minority
backgrounds in order to introduce a broader range of experiences and
perspectives into the inquiry, as many residents have demanded.

Given the significant public
interest in the subject matter of this letter, I will be making it public.

Yours sincerely,

Jeremy Corbyn

Angela Rayner responds to Ofsted’s
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report on Learndirect

Angela Rayner MP, Labour’s Shadow Education
Secretary,
responding to Ofsted’s report on Learndirect, said:

“We hope the Government has
listened to our call to step in and protect trainees and apprentices in the
short term, but in the long term it still leaves serious questions about the
provision
of training, as well as how we got into this position in the first place.

“This is why Ministers should take
direct control now, to make sure the service is protected and restored to its
previous high standards.

“Today’s Ofsted report is just the
latest evidence of the damage done by Government
cuts, privatisation and falling investment.
It’s time for a different approach, which is why Labour would invest in
genuinely high-quality technical and adult education, with free lifelong
learning for all, so that people can re-skill and re-train throughout their
lives.”

Congratulations to everyone around the
country receiving their A-Level
results today – Angela Rayner

Angela Rayner MP, Labour’s Shadow Education
Secretary, responding to the publication of A-Level results
today, said:

“Congratulations
to everyone around the country receiving their A-Level results today and
thank
you to the parents, teachers and school leaders who work hard to support
young
people through their education.

“They have managed this in the face of Tory cuts and
large scale changes to exams that have made this process an even greater
challenge.  
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“It is only with the support of the whole school
community that young people can realise their full potential. They should be
rightfully proud of what they have achieved together.”


