
Skills Minister delivers keynote
speech at International Higher
Education Forum

Good morning everyone thank you so much for inviting me to speak to you.

It’s wonderful to have the opportunity to talk about the importance of
international higher education. It’s a fascinating part of my brief at the
Department for Education – and one whose significance I believe has, over the
past few dismal weeks, become ever more important.

The opportunity for people – particularly young people – to study in other
countries, to weigh their views and experiences against those of other
cultures as they develop their minds and lives is so extraordinarily
important at all times. But as we see the world begin to fracture once more
into different spheres of influence and thought that importance grows.

This audience does not need me to tell it that the universities of the United
Kingdom have a hugely significant role to play – not just because our country
is one of the great global leaders in student recruitment, not just because
the appetite of foreign students to live and study in our country is ever
increasing – but most centrally because of what our universities represent.

I think of course of exceptional traditions of academic excellence. But what
has made that excellence, what has enabled it to flourish and survive is
liberty. Liberty is today under attack in the world. No where more violently
and obviously than in Ukraine.

We should all be proud that the UK continues to be at the very forefront of
international efforts to support the resistance to tyranny in Ukraine. In my
department we are trying to do our bit too.

We have been working closely with the higher education sector and across
Government to ensure that Ukrainian students are supported during this
difficult time.

I am very pleased to say that this includes new visa concessions announced by
the Home Office for Ukrainian nationals, including students, that will
provide them with an opportunity to extend their leave or switch to a
Graduate visa without having to leave the UK.

We recognise the current uncertainty is going to mean that many students may
experience additional challenges and I very much want to thank the HE Sector
for the remarkable work they have already done in supporting Ukrainian
students, from providing crisis counsellors to making Student Hardship Funds
available for students who need financial assistance, to simply showing
friendship.

So, before I go on, I would like to emphasise my gratitude to the sector for
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all your hard work – and all the support I know you will give in the months
ahead.

It is a great testament to you that the UK has remained the destination of
choice for so many international students.

Your world-class reputation, your globally renowned teaching, your cutting-
edge research and innovation.

Our International Education Strategy, published in 2019 and updated last
year, is pivotal to protecting and enhancing your reputation.

At the heart of this strategy are two principal ambitions which we want to
achieve by 2030.

First, to increase the value of our education exports to £35 billion per year
And second to host at least 600,000 international higher education students
in the UK per year.

Well, we are already delivering against both of these ambitions.

In 2019, the value of education exports was estimated to be £25.2 billion an
increase of over 8% in just a year.

I was incredibly proud that we met our international student recruitment
ambition for the first time in 2020/21 – nearly 10 years early – with 605,130
international students, studying in the UK.

Clearly, as you have demonstrated, the sky is the limit. But now you’ve burst
through the sky – where next?

There are several parts to this answer, but the first and most obvious is
that we, in Government need to work with you to support every part of the
international student journey from application to employment.

This includes optimising the application process for potential students,
raising awareness of private finance options, and looking at best-practice in
graduate employability.

There is much more to be done, but doing these things will make sure the UK
remains highly attractive to international students.

There are, of course, challenges.

We cannot ignore the uncertainties of recent years – further demonstrating
the need for our institutions to diversify their intake of international
students – and broaden the regions they recruit from.

We are already seeing progress, we’ve seen notable increases in student
entrants from our priority countries. In 20/21 entrants from Nigeria rose by
89% and those from India by 27%. This is a brilliant endorsement of our
improved student offer including the Graduate route.



Not only to ensure sustainable future recruitment, but to guarantee we
continue to benefit from the diversity, fresh ideas and new perspectives that
international students bring to our campuses.

As you well know, the UK’s international higher education offer is more than
just international students. You represent world beating research
institutions. Your transnational education – or TNE – programmes mean that
students all over the globe can access a UK education, wherever they may be.

As we continue to reform our post-16 sector, I think there is very great
potential for the sustainable growth of TNE.

Education exports from UK HE transnational education have been rapidly
growing in value – almost doubling in 10 years, from £350 million in 2010 to
£690 million in 2019.

I want the UK to remain at the forefront of innovation in TNE provision
especially as we look to what we have learned over the past few years.

The work of the International Education Champion, Sir Steve Smith, is
integral to the continuing success in growing UK education exports. I know
many of you will know Steve. I hope you continue to engage with him in this
exciting mission.

He is working across five priority countries: India, Indonesia, Nigeria,
Saudi Arabia and Vietnam to open up export growth opportunities for UK
education.

We want to offer our full support for education exports and trade.

As you know, the UK now has an independent trade policy, which we are using
to shape the future of UK trade around the world, bringing benefits to the
education sector and those of the countries that we trade with.

We very much want to support the sector as best we can in negotiations.

So we’re working with the Department for International Trade promoting
education in Free Trade Agreements and ensuring the sector’s views are
represented.

Now more than ever, the Government is seeking to strengthen our relationships
with partners and allies around the world.

This is all part of our ambition for a Global Britain – with close and strong
relationships in every continent, championing the rules-based international
order, standing up for and promoting British values across the world.

Education, as one of the UK’s soft power strengths, has a pivotal role to
play in delivering this ambition.

One such example is the 2030 roadmap for India-UK future relations, launched
last year by the Prime Minister and Indian Prime Minister Modi.



Through this ambitious Roadmap, we will elevate the India-UK relationship and
guide our cooperation for the next ten years covering all aspects of our
multi-faceted relations through education exports.

In 2020/2021, the UK welcomed 53,015 Indian students to the UK. I look
forward to building on this success and our wider relationship with India.

Despite the impact and uncertainty of the last two years, I am proud to say
that our collective, global efforts are supporting a new generation of young
people to access and enjoy life changing international experiences wherever
they study.

Aptly named after Alan Turing – father of computing and World War Two
codebreaker – who studied for a time in the United States, our Turing Scheme
is truly global, with this year’s participants planning to travel from their
schools, colleges and universities to study and work across the globe in over
150 destinations.

Through study or work experience abroad, we want to support people from
across the UK to experience the world.   To support this ambition, we have
confirmed funding for the continuation of the Turing Scheme for the next 3
years, including £110 million for the 2022/23 Academic Year.

My department has been promoting Turing across the world with ministerial
discussions in the US, Canada, Germany, France, Spain, Switzerland,
Australia, India and others throughout the Commonwealth.

It has been excellent to see such positive engagement, and I look forward to
seeing how UK institutions will continue to build and strengthen
collaborative partnerships overseas as we move into the second year of the
scheme. 

We have now announced plans for applications for the second year of the
scheme, which will provide funding for mobilities in the 2022-23 Academic
Year.

I urge institutions who want to take advantage of the opportunities offered
by the scheme to register their interest now on the Scheme’s website and to
start preparing their bids.

I am extremely proud of the work the higher education sector and Government
have achieved over the past year.

As we step into the future, the positive lessons we have learned from the
past year will play a crucial part in growing the UK’s education offer and
strengthening the UK’s global agenda.

I strongly believe in the power of education to help us solve global
challenges.

When I graduated (a long time ago) the Vice Chancellor said words to the
effect of “some may see our ceremony today as arcane – I hope you will see it
as an event which connects you with the greatest tradition of free thought



and inquiry to be found anywhere in the world. I hope you will be proud of
that and seek to preserve and protect it for future generations.”

I want more international students to the come to the UK not just because
it’s good for our economy, not just because its good for those universities’
balance sheets, but because it will enable students from around the world to
learn at our remarkable universities which continue to preserve and protect –
for the world – the greatest traditions of free thought and inquiry.

Thank you for listening and thank you for all you do.

Agencies work together in day of
action in Newcastle-under-Lyme

Press release

Environment Agency works with partners to target hauliers moving waste in
Staffordshire.

Some of the commercial vehicles stopped for inspection

Part of national efforts to ensure waste is described accurately and
transported safely to the right facilities
Environment Agency, HMRC, Staffordshire Police and DVSA working together
in a combined effort

Officers from the Environment Agency, Staffordshire Police, HM Revenue and
Customs (HMRC) and Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) have today
taken part in a multi-agency operation in Newcastle-under-Lyme.

The action is part of the Environment Agency’s efforts nationally to make
sure those vehicles inspected, which are involved in the storage and transfer
of waste from source to destination, are complying with their legal
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obligations.

The Environment Agency and partners carry out joint operations like this to
gather more information about those transporting waste. Working together, the
Environment Agency, HMRC, DVSA and police combine efforts and use their
powers in a targeted way. This could include ensuring vehicles are safe and
maintained to the correct standards, that waste being transported is
described accurately and that the destination is the right facility.

Gerry Magee from the Environment Agency’s Environmental Crime team said:

The Environment Agency regularly works in partnership with other
organisations to carry out operations to check that the relevant
rules are being followed during the transportation of waste. The
combined use of our powers helps us ensure that robust and
proportionate action is taken where it is needed. We will continue
to work with partners in this way to get the best outcomes for
communities.

DVSA’s Director of Enforcement, Marian Kitson said:

DVSA’s priority is protecting everyone from unsafe drivers and
vehicles. Alongside our partners, we are eager to contribute to
this valuable work for the public’s safety in Staffordshire. All
operators and drivers have a legal and moral duty to ensure their
vehicles are safe and roadworthy. Failing to do so will result in
us taking action where a danger to public safety is identified.

This operation is focussed on commercial vehicles moving waste in the
North Staffordshire area
As part of the operation, commercial vehicles were checked on the A5271
at Porthill roundabout and on Cemetery Road in Silverdale

Published 16 March 2022

Delivering on the Environment Act: new
targets announced and ambitious plans
for nature recovery

New, long-term environmental targets have been announced by the government
today. The proposed targets are a cornerstone of the government’s Environment
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Act which passed into law in November last year.

They will drive action by successive governments to protect and enhance our
natural world.

The proposed targets cover water, air quality and the diversity of our
wildlife, including:

Improving the health of our rivers by reducing nutrient pollution and
contamination from abandoned metal mines in water courses and improving
water use efficiency; and

Cleaning up our air through a target to reduce exposure to the most
harmful air pollutant to human health – PM2.5 – by over a third compared
to 2018 levels; and

Halting the decline in our wildlife populations through a legally
binding target for species abundance by 2030 with a requirement to
increase species populations by 10% by 2042.

Other targets include halving the waste that ends up at landfill or
incineration by 2042, increasing total tree cover by 3% by 2050, and
significant improvements in the condition of Marine Protected Areas by 2042.

New targets on water quality will tackle the most significant pressures on
the water environment and help unlock the most serious challenges to clean up
England’s rivers and support our wider ambitions under the Water Framework
Directive, and in the 25 Year Environment Plan for clean and plentiful water.

Targets to cut air pollutant PM2.5 will reduce exposure to the most harmful
air quality across the country and in locations where levels are highest,
with a 50% cut in acceptable levels going well above and beyond previous EU
targets while remaining achievable.

The proposed targets will now be subject to an eight week consultation period
where government will seek the views of environment groups, local authorities
and stakeholders.

The Environment Act put a key focus on driving forward nature’s recovery and
the government is also setting out today new proposals in a Nature Recovery
Green Paper which will support our ambitions to restore nature and halt the
decline in species abundance by 2030.

We are proposing to make the processes clearer and more certain for all
users, with more consistency in how we protect our nature sites. A
rationalised legal framework, supported by local expertise and scientific
judgement, will enable our regulators to be confident in making conservation
decisions most appropriate for each site and ultimately ensure a better, more
coherent protected site system.
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This could include new streamlined types of protected area, reducing the
overlapping types of designation for nature sites, such as Sites of Special
Scientific Interest, Special Areas of Conservation and Ramsar sites so that
the public and stakeholders can see at a glance what’s protected and why.

Environment Secretary, George Eustice said:

These proposed targets are intended to set a clear, long-term plan
for nature’s recovery. In a post EU era we now have the freedom to
move towards a system that focuses on nature’s recovery as well as
its preservation, and which places more emphasis on science and
less emphasis on legal process. This change in approach will help
us in the pursuit of the targets we are setting under the
Environment Act.

Chair of Natural England, Tony Juniper, said:

Our network of protected sites has been the backbone of England’s
conservation effort for seven decades. It has been vital for
hanging on to many special places, and many of our most vulnerable
species, but we can and must do better. As Nature faces ever-
increasing pressures, including from the effects of climate change,
it is no longer sufficient to maintain the remnants of Nature that
have survived, but to invest in large-scale recovery.

Ambitious targets to halt the decline in species abundance and to
increase the area of land and sea protected for Nature, backed by a
range of new policies to meet them, means that we are in a strong
position to shift up a gear – not only protecting what’s left but
also to recover some of what has been lost.

Natural England will work with government and other partners to
help achieve these important new environmental targets, ensuring
that any new system of protections not only maintains but restores
our depleted natural world, contributing to England’s Nature
Recovery Network

The proposed targets and green paper proposals will ensure the right
framework is in place to meet the UK’s international commitments to protect
30% of land and sea by 2030. They are both subject to an eight week
consultation process.

In addition to the Green Paper, government and Natural England are providing
a package of practical and financial support to help Local Authorities in
areas affected by nutrient pollution to deliver the homes communities need.
This applies to areas where protected sites are in ‘unfavourable condition’
due to nutrient pollution. Local Planning Authorities can only approve homes
if they are certain it will have no negative effect, and today Natural
England has extended this advice to new areas.
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As part of the support package, the government is also offering £100,000 to
each affected catchment to support cross-Local Authority work to enable
development to continue. We welcome the new and proactive investment from
Severn Trent Water, United Utilities, South West Water and Yorkshire Water
which are collectively investing an additional £24.5 million in reducing
nutrient pollution affecting these sites, including nature based solutions.
We will work with the wider industry to deliver further action as far as
possible.

The government’s response to the Green Paper and targets consultation is
expected to be published in early summer 2022. Today’s announcements are part
of the government’s commitments to leave our environment in a better state
for future generations.

Additional information:

The targets consultation will include the following proposals:

Halt the decline in species by 2030 and then bend the curve to increase
species abundance by 10% by 2042. We will create or restore in excess of
500,000 hectares of a range of wildlife-rich habitat outside protected
sites by 2042, compared to 2022 levels;

A maximum annual mean concentration of fine particulate matter (PM2.5)
10 µg/m3 across England by 2040 and a 35% reduction in population
exposure to PM2.5 by 2040 (compared to a base year of 2018);

A maximum annual mean concentration of fine particulate matter (PM2.5)
10 µg/m3 across England by 2040 and a 35% reduction in population
exposure to PM2.5 by 2040 (compared to a base year of 2018);

Reduce nutrient pollution in water by reducing phosphorus loading from
treated wastewater by 80% by 2037 and reducing nitrogen, phosphorous and
sediment from agriculture to the water environment by 40% by 2037;

• Improve our marine environment with 70% of designated features in the
MPA network to be in favourable condition by 2042, with the remainder in
recovering condition, and additional reporting on changes in individual
feature condition; and

Increase tree canopy and woodland cover from 14.1% to 17.5% of total
land area in England by 2050.

The publication of the Nature Recovery Green Paper will launch an 8-week
consultation setting out proposals for:
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A new system of protections for sites and species – taking decisions
based on scientific judgement to ensure a more tailored approach to
protect Britain’s most vulnerable sites and species;

Calls for proposals on how the private sector can play its part –
building on the success of the UK Woodland Carbon Code and Peatland
Code, ideas are sought on how to accelerate investment into nature;

Scaling up private investment in nature – exploring measures to scale-up
and de-risk a pipeline of investible nature projects through the £10
million Natural Environment Investment Readiness Fund;

A roadmap to achieve 30by30 – government’s intended path to achieving
the Prime Minister’s commitment to protect 30% of our land and sea by
2030, as part of the global Leader’s Pledge for Nature; and

An assessment of Defra’s delivery landscape – the Green Paper will
explore what institutional and delivery arrangements would best support
the government’s objectives for nature recovery.

HS2 6-monthly report to Parliament:
March 2022

Overview
This is my fourth update to Parliament on High Speed Two (HS2).

I can confirm that the project remains within budget and schedule in
delivering Phase One (London – West Midlands) and Phase 2a (West Midlands –
Crewe), we have hit major construction milestones, made substantial progress
on key procurements and made significant progress to take HS2 further north.
Work is also already underway to implement the proposals set out in the
government’s Integrated Rail Plan (IRP) for the North and Midlands, for
example with the recent introduction of a Bill into Parliament to build HS2
between Crewe and Manchester.

Key achievements in this reporting period (September 2021 to January 2022)
are:

HS2 is now supporting over 22,000 jobs.
Introduction of a bill into Parliament to secure the powers to construct
and maintain HS2 between Crewe and Manchester. This will increase
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capacity, bolster connectivity and reduce travel times from the North
West to London and Birmingham and will be critical to generating
transformational economic change in the North West.
The government has published its Integrated Rail Plan (IRP) for the
North and Midlands.
Award of the £2 billion contract (under budget) for the delivery and
maintenance of HS2 trains for Phases One and 2a. The state-of-the-art
train fleet, capable of speeds of up to 225 miles per hour, will be
designed and built by a Hitachi/Alstom joint venture based in the North
East and Midlands.
Launch of the first tunnel boring machine (TBM) in the Midlands, the
third on the programme. The 2 other TBMs in the Chilterns are making
good progress and have now driven a combined distance of approximately
3.5 miles.
Public commitment to power HS2 trains with zero carbon energy from day
one (supporting the goal of making HS2 net zero from 2035) and
publication of HS2 Ltd’s Environmental Sustainability Progress Report in
January 2022.
The 5 years of compulsory purchase powers on Phase One provided by the
Phase One Act ended on 23 February 2022 with all planned notices served
by the deadline set by Parliament.
Release of the invitation to tender for the Phase 2a Design and Delivery
Partner (DDP). The DDP will act as a strategic partner for HS2 Ltd to
drive efficient design and construction in extending the railway to
Crewe.
A decision has been taken to support greater integration between the HS2
and Network Rail stations at Euston. This has potential to deliver
construction efficiencies, along with significant passenger and place-
making benefits at Euston and the surrounding area.
I am delighted to confirm that we are expanding Sir Jon Thompson’s role,
an existing non-executive director on the HS2 Ltd Board, to become
Deputy Chair. Sir Jon will chair meetings of the board until a permanent
Chair is in post.

This report primarily uses data provided by HS2 Ltd to the HS2 Ministerial
Task Force for Phases One and 2a and covers the period between September 2021
and January 2022 inclusive. Unless stated, all figures are presented in 2019
prices.

Programme update

Schedule

On Phase One (London – West Midlands), the forecast for initial services from
Old Oak Common to Birmingham remains within the delivery into service (DiS)
range of 2029 to 2033. The revised schedule agreed last year has held to date
with local delays being largely mitigated.

Over the reporting period, good progress has been made on closing out the
majority of enabling works, with the remaining work due to be completed by
early next year. Good progress has also been made on tunnelling activities.
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Additionally, HS2 Ltd has advanced its earthworks. Maintaining construction
progress depends on the detailed design and consents needed to support a
further very significant increase in civil works on earthworks and structures
in 2022.

The main areas of schedule focus remain in the southern section of the line-
of-route and tunnels leading into Old Oak Common Station from outer London,
which form the critical path for initial services. Any delays in these
sectors could delay the whole project. Other key watch areas include Bromford
Tunnel, Birmingham Curzon Street Station and the route into Birmingham where
the urban environment generates significant logistical challenges.

Phase 2a remains on track to be delivered between 2030 and 2034. Land
possessions have commenced and enabling works started in early 2022.

As confirmed in the update on the Phase 2b Western Leg (Crewe to Manchester)
strategic outline business case (SOBC) in January 2022, the department has
set a schedule range of 2035 to 2041 for the opening of the Phase 2b Western
Leg.

Affordability

HS2 remains within budget. The overall budget for Phase One remains £44.6
billion. This is composed of the target cost of £40.3 billion and additional
government-retained contingency of £4.3 billion. The target cost includes
contingency delegated to HS2 Ltd of £5.6 billion for managing risk and
uncertainties.

To date, out of the Phase One target cost of £40.3 billion, £14.9 billion has
been spent, with an additional £0.8 billion for land and property provisions.
£12.7 billion has been contracted and has not been spent, with the remaining
amount not yet under contract.

HS2 Ltd has drawn £1.3 billion of its £5.6 billion delegated contingency,
meaning £4.3 billion remains. Contingency drawn to date reflects an increase
of £0.5 billion since my last update (from £0.8 billion to £1.3 billion).

HS2 Ltd’s is reporting £1.7 billion of potential future cost pressures that
are currently presenting across the programme. This reflects an increase in
potential further cost pressures of £0.4 billion since my last update (from
£1.3 billion to £1.7 billion).

Since my last report, the aggregate increase in actual and potential
additional costs is therefore £0.9 billion (£0.5 billion from increase in
contingency drawdown plus £0.4 billion from potential further cost
pressures). Whilst these pressures are manageable within the target cost
given the remaining contingency, I am nonetheless concerned at the rate of
their increase. I expect HS2 Ltd to maintain its focus on delivery to the
target cost.

Should these or other cost pressures materialise, HS2 Ltd will continue to
draw from the contingency it holds, of which £4.3 billion remains (as
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outlined above). Out of the £1.7 billion of net potential pressures currently
being reported by HS2 Ltd in its January 2022 data, over and above the
contingency drawn down so far, the key pressures are:

An estimate of £0.8 billion (increase of £0.2 billion from my last
update) for potential additional main works civils costs stemming from
additional design costs and slower than expected progress in some areas.
A pressure of £0.4 billion on the cost estimate for the HS2 Euston
station. The move to a smaller, less complex 10-platform single-stage
delivery strategy at Euston, as confirmed in my previous report, is now
the basis for ongoing design work and other activities. The department
anticipates that this will assist in addressing the cost pressure at
Euston, as the updated station design is developed over the coming
months. This work will also consider and address the appropriate level
of contingency that should be held to managing risks that are likely to
arise during the construction of an asset of this complexity. The
department will provide further updates as this work progresses over the
course of the next 18 months.
A pressure of £0.2 billion against HS2 Ltd’s budget for changes to
Network Rail infrastructure at Euston and Old Oak Common that are
required to facilitate the new HS2 stations.
There is a further £0.3 billion of net cost pressures presenting on
other parts of the programme. This is the aggregate total of smaller
potential cost pressures.

Over £0.8 billion in savings and efficiencies from across the programme
(increase of £0.5 billion from my last update) have been identified against
HS2 Ltd’s budget, principally from awarding the rolling stock contract under
budget, contracting a common supplier for lifts and escalators, and savings
in the acquisition of land and property. These have partly offset gross cost
pressures. HS2 Ltd continues to focus on realising further efficiencies and
opportunities to reduce the costs of Phase One.

On COVID-19 costs, HS2 Ltd’s assessment of the likely financial impact of the
pandemic on delivering Phase One remains estimated within the range of £0.4
billion to £0.7 billion. Formal claims will be subject to government scrutiny
and will require formal approval from Her Majesty’s Treasury before funds
from government-retained contingency can be allocated.

For Phase 2a, the overall cost range is £5.2 billion to £7.2 billion. We
intend to set a target cost alongside publication of the full business case
next year.

As confirmed in the update on the update on the Phase 2b (Crewe to
Manchester) SOBC, the estimated cost range for the Crewe to Manchester scheme
is £15 billion to £22 billion. It is project delivery best practice to set a
range and to narrow this down over time.

Lastly, the department and HS2 Ltd are currently working to assess and
mitigate the impact of global inflationary pressure on materials and labour
supply on the programme where short-term increases are being seen. This is
likely caused in part by the recovery of global construction demand following
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the COVID-19 pandemic.

Delivery

On Phase One, delivery continues to build momentum at 340 sites. Tunnel
drives are underway at 2 sites. In the Chilterns, tunnel boring machines
(TBMs) ‘Florence’ and ‘Cecilia’ have been making good progress and have
currently tunnelled a combined distance of approximately 3.5 miles. In
December 2021, we saw the launch of ‘Dorothy’ (the first TBM in the Midlands)
which will preserve the Long Itchington Wood in Warwickshire. The tunnelling
team will operate the machine for around 5 months as it excavates the first
bore of the one-mile tunnel. This will be the first HS2 tunnel to be
completed on the project, with the machine set to break through its first
bore at the south portal later this spring when it will return to the start
to begin the second parallel tunnel.

At Old Oak Common Station, significant progress has been made in constructing
the 750,000 metres-cubed box structure that will facilitate the 6
subterranean high-speed line platforms, as well as the works required to
facilitate the start of tunnel boring to Euston in the east and Northolt in
the west. Work is underway with the Old Oak Common and Park Royal Development
Corporation, the London Mayor and the Department for Levelling Up, Homes and
Communities to bring forward proposals for the regeneration of the area
around the station.

In the West Midlands, stage one of the 2-stage design and build contract for
Birmingham Curzon Street Station will conclude shortly subject to agreement
of an affordable target price. A solution for co-construction of the West
Midlands Metro tram extension whilst delivering the station has been agreed
with Transport for the West Midlands so that benefits of both projects can be
brought to Birmingham as soon as practicable.

In September 2021, HS2 Ltd launched the process to appoint a design and build
contractor to complete Interchange Station in Solihull. Contract award
remains on schedule for summer 2022. Central and local government are also
working with the private sector to bring forward proposals to release land
for development. This would enable approximately 350 acres of land to support
the Arden Cross Masterplan, creating a space for innovation, business,
learning and living, providing up to 27,000 new jobs and 3,000 new homes and
is backed by conditional government funding of £50 million.

A decision has been taken to proceed with greater integration between the HS2
and Network Rail stations at Euston. The department and Network Rail are
developing the business case for the redevelopment of the Network Rail
station concourse at Euston in parallel with the HS2 build, which will
support greater integration between the HS2 and Network Rail stations. HS2
Ltd and Network Rail, with support from The Euston Partnership, are working
together to develop a cost-effective design that provides integration between
the HS2 station and the redevelopment of the Network Rail station and
delivers value for money for the taxpayer. This integrated approach has
potential to deliver construction efficiencies, along with significant
passenger and place-making benefits at Euston.



I am delighted to confirm that we reached a major milestone on the
procurement of HS2 trains. In December, an Alstom/Hitachi joint venture was
awarded the £2 billion HS2 rolling stock contract for Phases One and 2a and
is expected to support around 2,500 jobs across the UK. This contract
includes the design and build of 54 new high-speed trains and an initial 12-
year maintenance period. The trains will be manufactured in Newton Aycliffe,
Derby and Crewe and then maintained at the new depot in Washwood Heath,
Birmingham. The second-placed bidder, Siemens, continues to challenge the
procurement decision legally but has not sought to impede the award and
delivery of the rolling stock contract.

HS2 Ltd continues tendering for Phase One and 2a rail systems packages
(including track, catenary, mechanical and electrical fitout, power, control
and communications). Over the coming months, HS2 Ltd will request bidders to
submit their final price and I anticipate that we will begin awarding these
packages in early 2023. In the next 6 months, HS2 Ltd will further develop
their approach to integration of these rail systems packages. This will
include testing operational processes and systems, development of its
leadership capability and standing up of interim governance arrangements.

On Phase 2a (West Midlands – Crewe), HS2 Ltd has invited tenders for a design
and delivery partner (DDP) in January 2022. Additionally, the start of
procurement for the main works civils framework is expected to commence later
this year which will provide the construction capacity to be managed by the
DDP. Early environmental works and early civils works have also begun.

Integrated Rail Plan for the North and Midlands

The government has published its Integrated Rail Plan (IRP) for the North and
Midlands. It sets a £96 billion strategy of rail construction and upgrades
for the North and Midlands to be delivered over the next 30 years. Work is
also already underway to implement the proposals set out in the IRP.

For example, £249 million was invested to further electrify the Midland Main
Line between Kettering and Market Harborough with work started at Christmas
2021. The HS2 Phase 2b Crewe – Manchester scheme sits at the core of the IRP,
bringing high-speed rail to Manchester and providing vital infrastructure
necessary to deliver the Northern Powerhouse Rail (NPR) scheme. On 24 January
2022, the government introduced the High Speed Rail (Crewe – Manchester) Bill
to secure the powers to construct and maintain the HS2 Phase 2b Western Leg.
Once approved, the railway will be critical to generating transformational
economic change in the North West of England. Once the Crewe to Manchester
section of HS2 opens, the railway will reduce travel times from 2 hours 5
minutes to around 1 hour 10 minutes from London to Manchester. The
introduction of the bill into Parliament was accompanied by an Environmental
Statement and an update on the 2017 SOBC.

The IRP also confirmed the government’s intention to take forward HS2 East, a
new high-speed line between West Midlands and to East Midlands Parkway,
enabling HS2 to serve Nottingham and Derby city centres. In conjunction with
plans for the electrification of the Midland Main Line, this will also allow
HS2 trains to continue direct to Chesterfield and Sheffield. Following a

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-awards-hs2-rolling-stock-contract
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pause to design work on the HS2 Eastern Leg as a result of the Oakervee
Review, the department and HS2 Ltd are considering how best to take forward
this new West to East Midlands high-speed line working closely with Network
Rail. The IRP provides £100 million to look at the most effective way to run
HS2 trains to Leeds, including understanding the most optimal solution for
Leeds station capacity and starting work on the new West Yorkshire Mass
Transit System.

Local community impact and engagement

As HS2 Minister, I expect affected communities to be at the heart of our
plans for this project. I am therefore pleased that HS2 Ltd’s refreshed
community engagement strategy (‘Respecting people, Respecting places’) has
this vision at its core and sets out HS2 Ltd’s renewed commitments to the
communities impacted by the programme.

One of the ways that the HS2 project counterbalances some of its negative
impacts on places is through the Community and Environment Fund and the
Business and Local Economy Fund. These funds have now supported 192 projects
through £11.1 million of grant funding along the line-of-route and play a
crucial role in ensuring a positive legacy for communities most affected by
construction.

HS2 Ltd has also recently launched several initiatives to continue actively
engaging communities affected by HS2. For example, ‘In your area’ is an
interactive map which informs people of HS2 works in their area. Furthermore,
independent construction inspectors continue to support the assurance of the
delivery of works. Where problems do arise, the Construction Commissioner
provides a means of escalation and independent consideration. I am pleased to
report that the existing Construction Commissioner, Sir Mark Worthington OBE,
has been reappointed for a further 3 years. Additionally, I am currently
recruiting a replacement for the outgoing Residents’ Commissioner, Deborah
Fazan.

Targeted protester activity continues to have some impact on Phase One
delivery. However, following successful removal of the unlawful protester
site at Small Dean near Wendover in October and November 2021, protest impact
on Phase One has now been reduced significantly. HS2 Ltd estimates that
ongoing protester activity, including the removal of encampments and protest-
related delays to the programme, has cost just under £122 million, an
increase of £42 million since my last report. HS2 Ltd continues to work with
its supply chain, local police forces and wider government to minimise the
impact of unlawful protester activity.

Land and property
I am pleased to announce that the 5 years of compulsory purchase powers on
Phase One provided by the Phase One Act ended on 23 February 2022 with the
serving of all planned notices by the deadline set by Parliament. While work
to complete the land acquisition and, crucially, settle compensation for
affected property owners will continue, this is an important milestone for
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the programme.

Significant progress has also been made to implement the proposals set out in
my 2020 Land and Property Review: three-quarters of the proposals have now
been implemented. The response to our recent public Land and property
consultation was also published in February 2022.

Environment
In January, HS2 Ltd published its ‘Environmental Sustainability Vision’ which
reaffirmed its commitment to provide low carbon rail travel for a cleaner,
greener future.

I was delighted to confirm, as part of that vision, that HS2 trains will use
zero carbon energy from day one of operation. This will support HS2 Ltd’s
target to achieve net zero in construction and operation from 2035. The
commitment is a key part of the new HS2 ‘Net Zero Carbon Plan’ which sets out
a suite of ambitious new targets to reduce the carbon footprint of the
programme.

The vision confirmed that HS2 Ltd will seek to deliver a 10% net gain in
biodiversity for replaceable habitats on the Phase 2b Crewe – Manchester
scheme. I also intend to explore going beyond the existing no-net-loss of
biodiversity target for Phase One and Phase 2a, to secure biodiversity gains
where this is cost-effective and possible within existing funding limits.

Lastly, HS2 Ltd published its first ‘Environmental Sustainability Progress
Report’ in January. This provides a clear and up-to-date account of HS2’s
environmental impacts and the progress being made to mitigate any adverse
effects.

Benefits
I am delighted to announce that HS2 is supporting over 22,000 jobs and to
date over 2,400 UK-registered companies have delivered work on HS2. To date,
there have been 1,674 jobs starts by people who were previously workless. The
programme will create 2,000 apprenticeships, with 825 having been started
since 2017.

In November 2021, HS2 Ltd’s construction partner Balfour Beatty VINCI opened
a new ‘Skills Academy’ in the West Midlands in partnership with South and
City College of Birmingham.

As stated in the government’s ‘Levelling Up’ white paper, this year, the
government will publish a HS2 Local Growth Action Plan, setting out how it
will work with places hosting Phase One and 2a stations to realise their
local growth ambitions. The new railway will stimulate growth around HS2
stations and further afield, helping to level up the economies of the
Midlands and North.

Promoting active travel along the HS2 route and at stations is also a key
priority for me. To ensure that opportunities for lasting legacy improvements
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are realised, I have asked HS2 Ltd to explore the potential for the re-
purposing of temporary construction routes, into new vehicle-free connections
between rural communities that could connect other emerging local authority
cycle proposals to provide a wider active travel network along the spine of
HS2. This will not only benefit the environment, but also improve the health
and wellbeing of residents and commuters. In addition, I have asked HS2 Ltd
to upgrade active travel provisions at 12 locations across Phase One.

Programme governance
An updated HS2 Ltd framework document and HS2 development agreement will be
concluded shortly to continue effective governance between the department and
HS2 Ltd. Furthermore, we have relaunched the search for a new Chair with
updated role criteria to appeal to a wider set of candidates. In parallel, we
are expanding Sir Jon Thompson’s role, an existing non-executive director on
the HS2 Ltd Board, to become Deputy Chair. Sir Jon will chair meetings of the
board until a permanent Chair is in post.

Lastly, as committed to in my previous update, all recommendations from the
Public Accounts Committee (PAC) report of 22 September 2021 have now been
implemented.

Forward look
On Phase One, over the next 6 months we will continue the ramp-up of
construction work, launch the fourth TBM on the programme to start excavation
of the London tunnels and we will see HS2 Ltd award a contract for the
construction of Interchange Station.

On Phase 2a, focus will be on progressing environmental and enabling work,
early land acquisitions plus the procurement for the DDP and progressing the
procurement for the main works civils framework.

On Phase 2b, following the introduction of the High Speed Rail (Crewe –
Manchester) Bill into Parliament, the Environmental Statement consultation is
now underway, which will close on 31 March 2022. The priority for HS2 East is
to develop the next stage of design work for the West to East Midlands high-
speed line.

I will continue to engage closely with Parliament and will provide my next
update in autumn 2022.

Financial annex [1]

Forecast costs by phase

Phase Target cost Total estimated costs range [2]
One £40.3 billion £35 billion to £45 billion
2a To be determined £5 billion to £7 billion
2b Western Leg To be determined £15 billion to £22 billion [3]

https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/7381/documents/77661/default/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hs2-phase-2b-high-speed-rail-crewe-manchester-bill-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hs2-phase-2b-high-speed-rail-crewe-manchester-bill-2022


Phase Target cost Total estimated costs range [2]
HS2 East (West to East
Midlands) [4] To be determined To be determined

[1] All figures in this report are presented in 2019 prices unless otherwise
stated.

[2] Rounded to nearest billion.

[3] As confirmed in the update on the Phase 2b (Crewe to Manchester)
strategic outline business case, published in January 2022.

[4] The government confirmed in the IRP that a high-speed line between the
West and East Midlands (known as HS2 East) will be taken forward, with HS2
trains continuing to Nottingham and to Chesterfield/Sheffield (via Derby) on
the upgraded conventional rail network.

Historic and forecast expenditure (including land and property)

Phase
Overall spend

to date
(£billion)

2021 to 2022
budget

(£billion)

2021 to 2022
forecast

(£billion)
Variance

(£billion)

One [5] 15.7 5.0 5.0 0
2a 0.6 0.2 0.2 0
2b Western Leg 0.5 0.2 0.2 0
HS2 East (West
Midlands to East
Midlands) and East
Midlands to Leeds
[6]

0.6 [6] 0.0 0.0 0

Total 17.4 5.4 5.4 0

[5] Spend to date stated above for Phase One includes a £0.8 billion
liability (provision) representing the department’s obligation to purchase
land and property.

[6] The government is proceeding with HS2 East (the new high-speed line
between the West and East Midlands) and is providing £100 million to look at
the most effective way to run HS2 trains to Leeds, including understanding
the most optimal solution for Leeds station capacity, and starting work on
the new West Yorkshire Mass Transit System. As at the end of January 2022,
£0.48 billion (rounded in actual prices) had been spent developing the HS2
Eastern Leg to Leeds, including workforce. A substantial proportion of this
has been spent on HS2 East (the West to East Midlands section of the HS2
Eastern Leg), which is proceeding as confirmed in the IRP. A further £0.15
billion (rounded in actual prices) has been spent on land and property along
the full HS2 Eastern Leg to Leeds, and again a substantial proportion of that
land and property spend is along the section between the West and East
Midlands. Any land or property not ultimately required for the railway will
be resold, enabling us to recover costs.



Evolution of Phase One HS2 Ltd contingency drawdown over last 4
Parliamentary reports

October 2020
Parliamentary

report

March 2021
Parliamentary

report

October 2021
Parliamentary

report

March 2022
Parliamentary

report
Total HS2 Ltd
contingency
drawdown and
% used

£0.3 billion
(5%)

£0.4 billion
(7%)

£0.8 billion
(14%)

£1.3 billion
(23%)

Total HS2 Ltd
contingency
remaining

£5.3 billion
(95%)

£5.2 billion
(93%)

£4.8 billion
(86%)

£4.3 billion
(77%)

Evolution of Phase One government-retained contingency drawdown
over last 4 Parliamentary reports

October 2020
Parliamentary

report

March 2021
Parliamentary

report

October 2021
Parliamentary

report

March 2022
Parliamentary

report
Total government-
retained
contingency
drawdown and % used

£0 billion
(0%)

£0 billion
(0%)

£0 billion
(0%)

£0 billion
(0%) [7]

Total government-
retained

contingency
remaining

£4.3 billion
(100%)

£4.3 billion
(100%)

£4.3 billion
(100%)

£4.3 billion
(100%)

[7] As with my October 2021 report, £0.015 billion has been allocated to
enable Old Oak Common to increase the number of trains it runs from 3 to 6
trains per hour but has not yet been drawn down from government-retained
contingency.

Lille LOSC v Chelsea: travel advice

World news story

Travel advice for British nationals travelling to Lille for the Lille LOSC v
Chelsea football match on Wednesday 16 March, 2022.

http://www.government-world.com/lille-losc-v-chelsea-travel-advice/


Date: Wednesday 16th March 2022

Venue: Stade Pierre Mauroy, Villeneuve d’Ascq

Kick off time: 9pm (local time)

Along with this advice, read our travel advice for France carefully and
follow us on Twitter at @BritishinFrance

Planning your trip

see Entry requirements to find out what you will need to do when you
arrive in France and for details on France’s current entry requirements
and restrictions
you can travel to France for up to 90 days in any 180-day period without
a visa. Make sure that your passport is less than 10 years old on the
day you enter (check the ‘date of issue’) and valid for at least 3
months after the day you plan to leave (check the ‘expiry date’)
remember your UK Global Health Insurance Card (GHIC) or European Health
Insurance Card (EHIC). You should also take out travel insurance, even
if you’re only going for one night. It could save you a lot of money if
you get into difficulties
carry your ID with you at all times

Getting to the stadium

From Lille city centre (main underground stations: Rihour and Gare Lille
Flandres) take the Yellow M1 line towards 4 Cantons Stade (Stade Mauroy) in
Villeneuve d’Ascq.

There are car parking facilities near the stadium.

Lille airport does not have direct flights to the UK. If you are arriving
from another country, there is a shuttle service to Lille city centre. From
the city centre, you can take the underground (Metro) as explained above.

At the stadium

tickets will be available at a collection point on presentation of your
voucher and your passport. Details and specific instructions will be
given by Chelsea Football Club to voucher holders. Metro tickets will
also be on sale at this collection point

https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/france
https://twitter.com/BritishinFrance
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/france/entry-requirements
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/healthcare-abroad/apply-for-a-free-uk-global-health-insurance-card-ghic/
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/healthcare-abroad/apply-for-a-free-uk-global-health-insurance-card-ghic/
https://www.lille.aeroport.fr/


all official Chelsea supporters (except VIPs and sponsors) will enter
the stadium via Gate I
full body searches will be carried out by French police. The process
will be thorough and time consuming
the stadium opens 2 hours before kick-off. Arrive well before the start
of match as ticket and security checks can take up to a good hour to
complete before admittance to the visitors’ section
no left-luggage facilities available. Leave your articles on the coaches
or at your hotel.
alcohol is banned inside the stadium
if you appear drunk, you may be refused entry to the stadium
please note that Chelsea fans will be held back for a time while the
home supporters disperse

Tips

The following items are banned in the stadium and will be confiscated (and
are unlikely to be returned):

banners and flags displaying anything which can be construed as racist
or homophobic
flagpoles, sticks
fireworks and flares
alcoholic drinks, bottles, glasses, and cans
megaphones and drums
knives, belts, chains or any objects which can be thrown or used as a
weapon

Smoking is not permitted in the stands.

Possession and use of recreational drugs is illegal in France and any
infringement may result in arrest and imprisonment.

Help and support

If you’re abroad and you need emergency help from the UK government, contact
the British Embassy Paris.

If you need urgent help because something has happened to a friend or
relative abroad, contact the FCDO in London by calling +44 (0)20 7008 5000
(24 hours).

If you have lost your passport you can apply for an Emergency Travel Document

Emergency services number: 112

Useful links

Chelsea FC Important info for fans attending Lille away game
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