
UK Statement at the UN General
Assembly emergency special session on
Ukraine

Thank you, Mr President.

The United Kingdom welcomes the reconvening of the Emergency Special Session
on the crisis in Ukraine.

Since the General Assembly last met, just over 3 weeks ago, Russia’s
premeditated and unprovoked war in Ukraine has caused a humanitarian
catastrophe.

Over 3 million refugees, including 1.5 million children, have fled Ukraine.
Another 6.5 million have fled their homes in Ukraine.

Over 12 million require humanitarian assistance.

And, as we heard from the Secretary General yesterday, other countries too
are paying a heavy price: a global food, energy and economic crisis is
setting in, which alongside COVID19, risks further undermining the SDGs and
creating a wider humanitarian catastrophe.

President Putin’s war against the Ukrainian people is the sole cause of this
crisis.

Bombs fall on scared children. Mariupol is under medieval siege. Innocent
families have been without food, water or power for days.

Essential civilian infrastructure has been targeted from the very beginning,
with 62 attacks on healthcare facilities, confirmed by the World Health
Organisation.

The UK is doing our part to support the Ukrainian government and people, as
well as its neighbours.

We have donated over £400 million of aid for necessities and medical
equipment.

The people of Ukraine are looking to the United Nations for humanitarian
assistance, for an end to the war, and to defend the principle of territorial
integrity and the UN Charter.

We can send a united message, we can help the people of Ukraine, we can
condemn Russia’s invasion and we can reinforce the founding principles upon
which the United Nations was built.

We can support a resolution which is already backed by 86 co-sponsors from
across all regions.
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The UK will vote with Ukraine. We urge states to do the same.

Let me finish by echoing the Secretary General’s appeal to the Russian
Federation yesterday:

“How many more Mariupols must be destroyed? Continuing the war in Ukraine is
morally unacceptable, politically indefensible and militarily nonsensical.
It’s time to end this absurd war.”

Thank you.

More vital medicines from UK arrive in
Ukraine

Truck carrying vital medicines such as insulin and antibiotics arrives
in Ukraine

Delivery of 175,000 doses will support diabetics and people with chronic
conditions struggling to access treatment

A refrigerated truck carrying 175,000 doses of crucial medicines has arrived
in Ukraine from the UK to help the country cope with the health emergency
caused by the Russian invasion.

The delivery of 24 pallets of medicines follows an urgent request from the
Ukrainian government to help diabetics and people with chronic conditions who
are unable to access treatment following the turmoil caused to supply chains.

Today’s donation includes antibiotics and insulin, as well as a muscle
relaxant to support surgery. It was the first delivery of so-called cold
chain medicines from the UK which require complex transportation and
handling. The truck travelled more than 1,200 miles overland from a UK supply
depot, via the Channel Tunnel, to Lviv in Ukraine.

More than 4 million medical items have so far been donated by the UK to
Ukraine. Items such as wound packs, intensive care equipment and other
medicines have already been delivered by the UK with 11 delivery flights over
the past three weeks.

Some of these items have already been used in hospitals in Lviv and Kyiv.

The UK government has been working closely with Ukrainian officials to
deliver targeted support to make sure medical items are reaching the people
who need them most.
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Health and Social Care Secretary Sajid Javid said:

The unprovoked Russian invasion of Ukraine is an atrocity and has
caused misery to millions of people.

The UK is doing everything it can to provide humanitarian aid to
the people of Ukraine to ensure they are able to access the
treatments they deserve and have the equipment they need to save
lives.

We stand shoulder to shoulder with our friends in Ukraine and we
are working closely with the government to provide the best
possible support.

Foreign Secretary Liz Truss said:

Russia’s appalling war is causing untold and unnecessary human
suffering.

The UK stands with the people of Ukraine and continues to provide
vital humanitarian aid to support people in Ukraine and the region.

Humanitarian Advisor Rachel Kessler said:

The need for support and medical supplies in Ukraine is clear. So
far over 60 health facilities have been destroyed in the fighting,
in addition to those made inaccessible or which have run out of
supplies.

Many people in the areas with heavy fighting have suffered
injuries, including women, children and elderly people who have
been unable to move to safety. This conflict is devastating
communities, with hospitals and medical centres stretched to
capacity, in urgent need of supplies and drugs.

The continued flow of UK humanitarian support is critical. We know
from the Government of Ukraine that UK supplies, including wound
care kits, medicines and intensive care unit equipment have now
reached all regions of Ukraine, including Kyiv.

Some of the significant items sent to the Ukraine so far include: * Nearly
3,000 adult resuscitators

Around 160,000 wound care packs

Over 300,000 sterile needles



Over 32,000 packs of bandages

1,600 pieces of equipment for ventilators

Over 54,000 cannulas

Almost 300,000 packs of medicines – around 2.5 million doses – including
antibiotics and painkillers

72,000 packs of gloves

28,000 FFP3 masks

The 4 million medical items donated form part of the government’s wider
humanitarian response to this emergency. The UK government flew 21 children
with cancer to the UK, who are now receiving lifesaving treatment from the
NHS.

On Thursday 17 March, the government announced that Ukrainians fleeing their
home country will be guaranteed free access to NHS healthcare, including
hospital services, GP and nurse consultations, urgent care centres and injury
units.

More than 10,200 visas have been granted through the Ukraine Family Scheme
and, for those with valid Ukrainian passports, the government has removed the
need to attend an in-person appointment to conduct biometric checks before
travelling to the UK.

Since Monday 14 March, people in the UK have been able to register their
interest in sponsoring a named Ukrainian under the Homes for Ukraine scheme,
with more than 150,000 people registering.

The government has provided £400 million in humanitarian and economic aid to
Ukraine and neighbouring countries since the Russian invasion started, along
with defensive anti-tank and anti-aircraft weaponry.

G7 Health Ministers’ statement on
Ukraine

We, the G7 Health Ministers, strongly condemn President Putin’s unprovoked
and unjustified military aggression against Ukraine, which has already caused
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thousands of deaths and suffering for millions of people and which grossly
violates international law, including the UN Charter, and undermines
international peace and security. We demand that Russia immediately cease its
unprovoked and unjustified military actions, withdraw all its forces from the
territory of Ukraine within its internationally recognized borders, fully
respect Ukraine’s territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence, and
abide by UN General Assembly resolution titled “Aggression against Ukraine”
supported by 141 states at the 11th emergency special session as well as the
legally binding decision by the International Court of Justice ordering
Russia to immediately suspend its war of aggression against Ukraine.

We also condemn in the strongest possible terms indiscriminate attacks on the
Ukrainian population, and health facilities and health workers who are caught
in the crossfire in Ukraine. We fully support the joint statement issued by
the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Population
fund (UNFPA) and the World Health Organization (WHO) on 13 March to stop the
devastating impact of attacks on health care facilities in Ukraine, such as
the horrific shelling of the maternity hospital in Mariupol. Intentionally
directing attacks at civilians and civilian infrastructure, including health
care facilities and workers, violates International Humanitarian Law. Health
must remain a priority, with health workers being protected so they can
provide emergency care to save lives, and with health systems and facilities
being protected so that they remain accessible to all who need them.

Aid organisations are finding it increasingly difficult to deliver medical
aid to people in need, with the problem becoming more acute as the war
spreads, having a direct negative impact on public health. Humanitarian
partners and health care workers must be able to safely maintain essential
health service delivery for civilians across Ukraine as well as for refugees
crossing into neighbouring countries. International humanitarian and human
rights law must be upheld, and the protection of civilians must remain a top
priority.

Since the start of Russia’s further invasion, 64 attacks hitting health care
facilities have been documented in the WHO’s Surveillance System for Attacks
on Health Care, resulting in 15 deaths and 37 injuries. In most of the cases,
health care facilities were damaged or destroyed. Beyond the immediate deaths
and injuries, these attacks have a huge impact on people’s lives and reduce
access to essential health services – especially for sick and wounded people
as well as for children, pregnant women, older persons and other vulnerable
populations – and can lead to delayed treatments, worsening the prognosis of
affected people and resulting in indirect deaths. Attacks on health care
facilities will have a long-term impact on people’s ability to recover from
illnesses many years after the conflict is over. These attacks must stop
immediately. Health workers on the frontline must have unhindered access to
support populations in need.

The healthcare system in Ukraine is under significant strain. We are
extremely concerned about the disruptions in medical supplies and essential
and routine health services as well as widespread destruction of water
infrastructure and sanitation. The lack of access to such essential services
is having an extremely serious negative impact on the health of people in



Ukraine and the region. Every effort to prevent collapse of the healthcare
system must be made.

We commend the work of organizations and staff coordinating and delivering
essential health support and services to people affected in Ukraine and the
neighbouring countries, including WHO, ICRC, UN agencies and international
organizations. We also remain vigilant of the ongoing spread of COVID-19 and
other infectious diseases in Ukraine and amongst displaced persons and
refugee populations who have taken shelter in the neighbouring countries, and
we are ready to provide specific support through safe and efficacious
COVID-19 vaccines dose-sharing.

WHO has issued an emergency appeal for 57.5 million US Dollars for Ukraine.
WHO is delivering care and support to people affected by this crisis via the
WHO Contingency Fund for Emergencies through the government and partners. So
far, WHO has rapidly delivered more than 100 metric tons of medical
commodities to Ukraine and released more than 10 million US Dollars from its
Contingency Fund for Emergencies to respond to the region’s urgent health
needs. The WHO Contingency Fund for Emergencies has proven to be one of the
highly effective tools in emergencies. However, it is nearly depleted.

We thank WHO and other international organizations and entities across the
region for their tireless work as well as coordination with Ukraine’s
Ministry of Health, providing health supplies, including medicines and
diagnostics, trauma and emergency surgery kits, to Ukraine to keep medical
supply chains open and deliver life-saving care as well and psycho-social
support to those in need, as well as their support to neighbouring countries.

PM call with President Zelenskyy: 23
March 2022

Press release

Prime Minister Boris Johnson spoke to Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy.
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The Prime Minister spoke to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy this
afternoon.

President Zelenskyy updated on the latest developments on the ground, and the
Prime Minister reiterated his admiration for the bravery of the Ukrainian
armed forces and their success in repulsing Russia’s onslaught.

He said the bombardment of civilian areas, including the siege of Mariupol,
is unconscionable and demands a response from the international community.

The Prime Minister set out his intention to use tomorrow’s G7 and NATO
meetings to increase the pressure on Vladimir Putin’s regime and work with
partners to substantively increase defensive lethal aid to Ukraine. Leaders
would look to address Ukraine’s requests and ensure President Zelenskyy is in
the strongest possible position in ongoing peace talks.

The Prime Minister and President Zelenskyy agreed to continue to remain in
close contact in the coming days.

Published 23 March 2022

Graves of Five Great War Soldiers
Rededicated

The services were organised by the MOD’s Joint Casualty and Compassionate
Centre (JCCC), also known as the ‘MOD War Detectives’, and were held at
various Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) cemeteries in France.

Louise Dorr, from MOD JCCC said:

“It’s wonderful that thanks to two of our regular researchers we have been
able to confirm their findings and return these soldiers’ names to them.

“Although some of their families live overseas and have been unable to
attend, each of them is well represented by their military family on behalf
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of a grateful nation. I’m honoured to have been able to be here to rededicate
their final resting places.”

The Reverend Andrew Grant, Chaplain to 4 Scots, conducted the services.

A Piper and a bugler prepare to play at the re-dedication service for
Corporal Thayne

Details of the soldiers identified are as follows:

Corporal (Cpl) William Lionel Court

The 1911 Census shows William at age 24 serving with the 1st Cavalry Brigade,
19th Hussars at Wellington Lines, Aldershot, Hampshire. He died on 8 August
1918 (aged 31) while serving with the 19th Royal Hussars (Queen Alexandra’s
Own).

Cpl Court’s remains were originally found just south of a small wood to the
east of Guillaucourt, although he was not identified at the time. He was
buried as a “Soldier of the Great War – Unknown Corporal – 19th Royal
Hussars”.

Cpl Alexander Mayes Thayne

Cpl Alexander Mayes Thayne was killed on 10 April 1917 (age 27) while serving
with the 2nd Dragoons (Royal Scots Greys). His battalion’s war diary tells us
that early that morning the Royal Scots Greys arrived in the village of
Wailly, near Arras, before joining up with other regiments of the 5th Cavalry
Brigade to make contact with other British units in the vicinity. Early that
evening, the Royal Scots Greys moved on toward Wancourt and took up positions
in shell holes on low ground. They stayed there throughout the night,
although they were subject to periodical German artillery fire.

Second Lieutenant David Bell

Second Lieutenant David Bell was serving with the 13th (Scottish Horse) Bn.
Black Watch (Royal Highlanders) when he was killed in action on 7 October
1918 (age 36). The war diary tells us that his battalion was in the vicinity
of Gouy on the day he died, and it mentions his death specifically. The
burial records tell us that the remains were originally recovered from the
western slopes of Prospect Hill, close to the French village of Gouy.

Company Quartermaster Serjeant Charles John Niven

Company Quartermaster Serjeant Charles John Niven was serving with the 6th
Gordon Highlanders when he was killed in action near Neuve Chapelle on 13
March 1915 (age 27). We now know that he is the unknown Staff Sergeant of the
6th Gordon Highlanders buried in a grave at Pont-du-Hem Military Cemetery.

Company Serjeant Major (CSM) William Henry Bax



CSM William Bax was a career soldier, having attested into the Regular Army
on 1 July 1906 as a private soldier. He served with the 6th battalion and A
Coy, 2nd battalion in France and Flanders. He died on 24 March 1918 (age 29)
while serving with the 2nd Battalion Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry.

CWGC Commemorations Officer, David Royle, said:

“It’s an honour to have hosted these Services of Rededication at our sites
across France this week. We thank the dedicated efforts of many in helping us
to identify these five brave men. It is our privilege to care for their
graves in perpetuity.”


