
Speech: “People are really good at
heart”: speech to the Anne Frank Trust

“In spite of everything I still believe that people are really good at
heart.”

That idea, so simply and so beautifully expressed by a young girl more than
70 years ago, has been sorely tested of late.

In recent months and years, hatred, bigotry and sometimes violent intolerance
of others has crept back into popular consciousness.

It springs from and targets all communities, and it manifests itself in a
variety of ways.

We’ve seen vicious abuse doled out online, going way beyond the boundaries of
legitimate debate.

We’ve seen a spike in hate crime on the streets of Britain, including a
significant surge in reports of anti-Semitic abuse.

And of course we’ve seen the shocking, disgusting murder of a bright young
Member of Parliament at the hands of a hate-fuelled extremist.

Brendan, I think I speak for everyone here when I say that your strength,
courage and positivity in the face of such a tragedy has been an inspiration
to us all.

Of course, hatred of people who are different is nothing new.

What’s different today is that we have no excuses for not tackling it.

We have all seen, too many times, where hatred leads if left unchecked.

We all know the harm that can be inflicted on people and the damage that can
be done to communities if we allow bigotry to spread and divisions to grow.

In 2017, we can’t look the other way and pretend we didn’t know what was
happening.

Each of us has a moral duty to tackle hatred and prejudice.

And the Anne Frank Trust is undoubtedly leading from the front in doing just
that.

Every year the Trust reaches out to 30,000 schoolchildren, shaping and
changing attitudes in the next generation.

It has delivered more than 100 projects in 70 prisons, bringing its vital
message to people who are too often overlooked in the fight against bigotry.
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And its touring exhibitions have taken the lessons of Anne’s life and death
into the heart of communities right across the UK.

Thanks to the Trust, countless men, women and children around the world have
pledged to stand up for what is right, to defend those who cannot defend
themselves, and to strive for a world in which our differences make no
difference.

It’s incredible work and I’m proud to support it.

I’m also proud to be part of a government that’s serious about tackling hate
crime.

We already have one of the strongest legislative frameworks in the world.

Last year we published our new anti-hate crime strategy, which included £1
million for projects specifically targeted at young people.

Today I’m delighted to announce that we’re giving another £375,000 to five
groups working with communities that face challenges in reporting hate crime.

These organisations work with a huge range of people.

Gypsies and travellers, religious and ethnic groups, even members of
alternative sub-cultures such as goths.

The scope of these projects shows that hatred and bigotry is something that
affects millions of lives across the country.

And I should know.

It’s something I’ve experienced myself.

Growing up in the 70s and 80s, and looking like I do, it was kind of
inevitable.

There’s one incident that stands out, when I was at school and a fellow pupil
called me a “Paki” to my face.

I should have taken the moral high road and challenged his behaviour.

Instead, I did what you probably wouldn’t expect of a future Cabinet
Minister.

I punched him.

In the face.

And then he hit me back…

And all that happened was that we both got in trouble with the head.

20 years later I was in a lift in a Bristol shopping centre, when the doors
opened and this guy stepped in.
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I recognised him instantly.

And he recognised me.

And then, out of nowhere, he said:

“Saj, I’m sorry for what I did. I’m so sorry.”

He’d changed.

He’d learned that the way he treated me back then was wrong.

He’d learned the damage that abusive language could do.

And he was raising his own kids to see that racism was unacceptable.

For me, it showed that, yes, “people are really good at heart”.

We are capable of changing.

We can see the error of our ways.

That’s why it’s so important that we educate young people about where hatred
can lead.

They are the parents, the leaders, the opinion-formers of tomorrow.

The new national Holocaust Memorial will have a huge role to play in making
this happen.

I’m proud to be leading the project, and very happy to say that concept
designs will be unveiled later today.

I’m also very happy to have Robert on our educational advisory panel.

Few people know as much about using education to challenge bigotry.

That’s why I applaud the work of the Anne Frank Trust, and of anyone who
devotes themselves to tackling prejudice in all its forms.

Because we all have a moral duty to stand up to hatred.

And we’ve all seen what can happen if we don’t.

Thank you.

Press release: UK and Japan strengthen
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Defence ties

The UK and Japan have today (26 January 2017) signed the Defence Logistics
Treaty to make it easier for our Armed Forces to work together on a range of
activities, including UN peacekeeping operations and joint humanitarian aid
and disaster relief missions.

This agreement follows the success of the first ever joint exercise in Japan
between the Royal Air Force and Japanese Air Self-Defense Force during last
year’s historic Asia-Pacific tour.

This was another example of our ever closer defence cooperation with Japan as
the UK’s closest security partner in Asia.

The agreement includes practical arrangements that will allow both countries’
forces to share equipment, facilities and services in a simpler and more
efficient way. It covers the exchange of supplies and services, removing the
need for individual agreements on a case by case basis.

Signing the treaty at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, the Foreign
Secretary Boris Johnson said:

The UK is working together with Japan as our closest security
partner in Asia to promote global security, stability and
prosperity. As two leading supporters of the international rules
based system, this close collaboration between our forces will help
support collective efforts to tackle international and regional
challenges and threats.

Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon welcomed the agreement and said:

Japan is an important British ally and this treaty will enable
closer joint work on operations and exercises, including sharing
equipment, supplies and services. As Global Britain steps up, we
will continue to stand alongside our Japanese friends to meet
shared interests and challenges. This agreement underlines our
commitment to tacking international threats which makes Britain
safer and more secure.

Japan’s Ambassador to the UK, Koji Tsuruoka, who signed the treaty on behalf
of the Government of Japan, said:

This treaty marks a significant moment in Japan’s security and
defence relationship with the UK, Japan’s close partner that shares
fundamental values such as the rule of law and democracy. The two
countries will work together on security cooperation, as well as

http://www.government-world.com/press-release-uk-and-japan-strengthen-defence-ties/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/red-arrows-return-to-uk-after-historic-tour


other global issues in this changing world.

Further information

Photographs of the signing are available at Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Flickr

The Defence Logistics Treaty is also referred to as an Acquisition and Cross
Servicing Agreement (ACSA). It was a commitment of the second 2+2 Foreign and
Defence Ministers’ meeting in January 2016, when Japan also agreed to host
RAF Typhoons in October 2016 in an historic joint air force exercise – the
country’s first ever with a military partner other than the USA.

UK-Japan defence and security cooperation is going from strength to strength.
The UK and Japan continue to develop new defence technologies, with a
particular focus on missile technology. 2016 also saw our cooperation in
third countries expand from South East Asia to Africa.

As Japan prepares to host the 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games, our
cooperation on cyber security is also expanding. Japan’s Olympics Minister,
Tamayo Marukawa visited the UK in January to discuss the UK’s cyber expertise
from London 2012 and the UK’s experience of crisis preparedness in managing
large sporting events.

Follow the Foreign Secretary on twitter @BorisJohnson

Follow the Foreign Office on twitter @foreignoffice

Follow the Foreign Office on facebook
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The Secretary of State and the Justice Minister met the Chief Constable today
to receive a briefing from him and senior police colleagues on the ongoing
investigation into the attack by Dissident Republicans on a police officer in
North Belfast on Sunday Evening.

The Secretary of State and the Justice Minister repeated their condemnation
of the attack and highlighted the public duty and service provided by PSNI
officers across all parts of the community in Northern Ireland to keep people
safe and secure. They also repeated their appeal for anyone with any
information to contact the police.

The Chief Constable will continue to keep both the Secretary of State and the
Justice Minister fully informed of the developing investigation.

Press release: Court of Appeal
increases the sentence for duo who
blew up cash machines

The Court of Appeal has today increased the sentences of 2 men from Sale,
Manchester following a referral under the Unduly Lenient Sentence scheme.

Mark Marfleet, 37, and Paul Warmisham, 35, were sentenced at Manchester Crown
Court for a number of offences including conspiracy to steal and conspiracy
to cause explosions.

Between June 2015 and September 2015 the pair stole two cash machines and
attempted to steal another, using explosives to blow the front of the machine
to access the money inside.

A woman and her four-year-old son who were living in the flat above one of
the cash machines had to be rescued through an upstairs window after the
blast damaged their home and filled the property with smoke.

The financial loss and damage caused to property totalled to about £138,000.

Whilst on bail for these offences, Marfleet also robbed a newsagents with
another man who remains unidentified. The two men were armed and during the
robbery doused the shopkeeper in petrol and threatened to set him alight.

Marfleet was sentenced to 11 and a half years imprisonment, whilst Warmisham
received a 7 and a half year custodial sentence.

Following a referral to the Court of Appeal by the Solicitor General Robert
Buckland QC MP, the sentences for both offenders were found to be unduly
lenient. The judge then increased Marfleet and Warmisham’s sentences’ to 18
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years and 13 years respectively.

Following the hearing, the Solicitor General said:

“The actions of these offenders showed a serious lack of consideration for
the safety of those around them. The long lasting effects on the victim and
her young son cannot be underestimated.

“I am pleased that the Court of Appeal has agreed that the original sentence
was unduly lenient and has sought to increase the sentences given to these
offenders.”

News story: Car manufacturers
celebrate record year

Last year saw a 17-year high in the number of cars built in the UK, official
SMMT records have revealed. In 2016, 1.7 million cars came off the production
line, up 8.5% on the year before.

Demand from overseas has helped to drive this increase with more than 1.3
million cars destined for export to over 160 countries. The manufacture of
premium brands has helped make the UK the second biggest producer of premium
cars after Germany.

With a car rolling off the production line every 20 seconds, and with over
163,000 people employed in the industry, the UK auto sector has seen a real
revival.

Business Secretary Greg Clark welcomed the news:

Our modern industrial strategy will make the UK one of the most
competitive places in the world to grow a business and these
figures show why the UK automotive sector has such a vital role to
play as we build on our strengths and extend excellence into the
future. We are providing long-term investment and support, so that
all our auto companies, and the vital supply chain it supports, can
strive for even greater success in 2017.

Government is continuing to back the UK auto sector. That is why, on top of
the £1 billion government and industry has committed to research and
development, a further £390 million, announced at Autumn Statement, will be
invested to develop and accelerate the transition to cleaner, connected and
autonomous vehicles, strengthening the UK’s position as a leader in this
vital sector.
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Alongside this, the Automotive Investment Organisation, created in 2013, has
already helped create or safeguard 20,000 jobs in the UK automotive supply
chain and secured £1.5 billion in new capital investment.

https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/the-automotive-investment-organisation

