
Press release: Foreign Secretary hosts
high-level foreign policy talks with
South Korea

As a sign of the strength of the close bilateral relationship between the UK
and South Korea, the Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson has hosted his South
Korean counterpart – Foreign Minister Yun Byung-se – at Lancaster House in
London, for annual foreign policy talks covering trade, defence and security.

South Korea is an important strategic partner for the UK, both in Asia and on
the world stage. The two ministers reaffirmed the depth of the relationship
and the strong commitment to work together on pressing international issues –
from collaborating together to counter Daesh, to peacekeeping operations in
South Sudan, tackling piracy off the coast of Somalia and enhancing our
development cooperation in Africa and other countries.

The Ministers discussed regional and international security, and emphasised
the importance of close work with like-minded countries to uphold the rules-
based international order. In light of recent North Korean missile tests, the
Foreign Secretary reaffirmed the UK’s commitment to working closely with
South Korea and other international partners to uphold and enforce sanctions
against North Korea as a clear sign that the international community will not
stand for their nuclear weapons programme that violates multiple UNSC
resolutions.

The talks also included our strong defence relationship, which expanded last
year with the first ever deployment of RAF Typhoons to South Korea, our
biggest contribution to date at last year’s US and South Korea military
exercises, and the intensification of our already close naval partnership. We
will build on this momentum this year and look to expand our cooperation in
cyber, intelligence and logistics.

The Foreign Secretary also praised the UK- Korea trade relationship,
currently worth nearly £11 billion, which continues to go from strength to
strength. South Korea is the third largest destination in Asia for UK goods
exports, and the UK is South Korea’s fifth largest foreign direct investor.

The Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said:

South Korea is a very important partner for the UK and our
relationship is going from strength to strength. Two trading
nations with a global outlook, we have established a trade working
group to discuss tackling barriers to market access, trade and
investment, with the aim of building on our trade relationship
already worth £11 billion.

On the world stage too, we are working together to solve global
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problems. Foreign Minister Yun and I have discussed the importance
of close cooperation on development assistance, both our ongoing
peacekeeping operations in South Sudan, and our commitments to
Somalia – including the upcoming conference in London.

And on defence and security, the UK stands absolutely united with
South Korea and our international partners in condemning the
dangerous and provocative behaviour of the North Korean regime,
which is a clear threat to regional and international stability.

Further information

News story: Brokenshire condemns
attack on PSNI officer

From:
First published:

22 February 2017
Part of:

Commenting on the explosion of a device discovered at the home of a serving
police officer, the Secretary of State Rt Hon James Brokenshire MP said:

This is a despicable attack. The people who planted this device
intended to kill or cause really serious injury.

Their murderous intent is in stark contrast to the focus of this
police officer who went out this morning to serve the community.

The Police Service of Northern Ireland have our unstinting support
for their work in keeping people safe and the public service they
give.
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News story: UK government funds City
of Derry air link
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Government announces £3.8 million for a Londonderry to London air route to
begin at the end of March.

The UK government has today announced £3.8 million for a Londonderry to
London air route, following the decision by current operator Ryanair to stop
serving the air link at the end of March.

BMI Regional has been chosen as the preferred operator for the route between
City of Derry Airport and London Stansted, following a competitive tender
process by Derry City & Strabane District Council.

Flights will begin on Sunday 26 March and the government will fund the route
over the 2017/18 and 2018/19 financial years.

The new service will include two return flights each day, except for
Saturdays which will have one flight each way.

Aviation Minister Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon said:

The UK government has worked closely with Derry City and Strabane
District Council to protect this important route to City of Derry
Airport. £3.8 million UK Government funding will allow 13 return
flights to connect Londonderry to London every week. The new
service will allow business passengers to get to central London and
complete a full day’s work before returning home.

This is the first ever government backing for a public service obligation
(PSO) in Northern Ireland. The government maintains regional airport links
through the Regional Air Connectivity Fund, which can be used to protect
important regional air connections to London which may otherwise be lost.
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Press release: Pioneering property
programme drives efficiency savings
across the public sector

Councils and government agencies from the early phases of the Cabinet Office
and Local Government Association’s One Public Estate (OPE) programme have
worked in partnership to raise over £25 million in capital receipts and
deliver £7.7 million in running cost savings since its inception in 2013.

Speaking today at the launch event for the latest round of OPE funding in
Liverpool, Ben Gummer, Minister for the Cabinet Office, encouraged councils
to apply for the next round of funding allocations, which opens on 7th April
2017.

Ben Gummer, Minister of the Cabinet Office, said:

Seeing such substantial savings being delivered from the very first
councils that participated in One Public Estate is hugely
encouraging. These councils have raised millions of pounds through
initiatives that not only deliver capital receipts, but also
increase efficiency and improve public services.

There is enormous potential for these savings and public benefits
to be even greater, and I encourage councils to work on bids for
the next round of funding.

OPE is a joint initiative run by the Cabinet Office and the Local Government
Association, which encourages councils to work with central government and
the wider public sector to use land and property to boost economic growth,
unlock regeneration, and create more integrated public services.

Councils apply to the programme to receive funding and both practical and
technical support to help solve issues and deliver ambitious transformational
projects.

The total number of councils participating in OPE is over 250 – almost three
quarters of all councils in England. OPE remains on track to achieve the
ambition of 95% of councils on the programme by 2018.

Lord Porter, LGA Chairman, said:

I’m really pleased to see the continued expansion of One Public
Estate.

The programme has made great strides up and down the country
supporting our councils to work more collaboratively with our
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central government partners, ensuring public land and property is
put to the best possible use for our communities.

I hope to see all councils on the programme by 2018.

Further information

One Public Estate is a national programme initially launched in 2013.

It is jointly delivered by the Government Property Unit within the Cabinet
Office and the Local Government Association. It supports joint working across
central and local government to use land and property to boost economic
growth, unlock regeneration, and create more integrated public services. It
encourages public sector partners to share buildings, transform services,
reduce running costs, and release surplus and under-used land for
development. Partnerships joining the programme will receive funding and both
practical and technical support from our team to help solve issues and
deliver ambitious transformational projects.

To find out more about the programme, email
onepublicestate@cabinetoffice.gov.uk.

On 27 January the Cabinet Office and Local Government Association announced
that a further 79 councils would join the One Public Estate (OPE) programme.

The latest funding round means that by 2019/20 the partnerships on OPE expect
to:

create 44,000 jobs
release land for 25,000 homes
raise £415 million in capital receipts from land and property sales
cut running costs by £98 million

The funding will support public sector partnerships to work collaboratively
on land and property initiatives, generating new jobs and homes, creating
more joined up public services to local communities, and delivering savings
for the taxpayer.

Press release: Home Secretary appoints
Cressida Dick as next Commissioner of
the Metropolitan Police

Ms Dick was appointed by Her Majesty the Queen following a recommendation
from the Home Secretary. The views of the Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, were
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considered by the Home Secretary as part of this recommendation.

Working with the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime (MOPAC) and partners
across the criminal justice system, Cressida Dick will be responsible for
overseeing the Metropolitan Police’s crucial work preventing crime, bringing
offenders to justice and continuing to ensure an effective national response
to the ongoing threat of terrorism.

It is the largest police force in the United Kingdom, with more than 43,000
officers and staff and a budget of over £3 billion.

Home Secretary Amber Rudd said:

Cressida Dick is an exceptional leader, and has a clear vision for
the future of the Metropolitan Police and an understanding of the
diverse range of communities it serves. I am delighted Her Majesty
has agreed my recommendation after a rigorous recruitment process
which highlighted the quality of senior policing in this country.

Cressida now takes on one of the most demanding, high-profile and
important jobs in UK policing, against the backdrop of a heightened
terror alert and evolving threats from fraud and cyber crime. The
challenges ahead include protecting the most vulnerable, including
victims of sexual abuse and domestic violence. Her skills and
insight will ensure the Metropolitan Police adapt to the changing
patterns of crime in the 21st century and continue to keep
communities safe across London and the UK.

She is absolutely the right choice to lead the Metropolitan Police
as this government continues its work to reform the police, and I
look forward to working with her to make a real difference to
policing in the capital.

The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, said:

Cressida Dick will be the first female commissioner of the Met in
its 187-year history, and the most powerful police officer in the
land. She has already had a long and distinguished career, and her
experience and ability has shone throughout this process. On behalf
of all Londoners, I warmly welcome Cressida to the role and I very
much look forward to working with her to keep our capital safe and
protected.

This is a historic day for London and a proud day for me as Mayor.
The Metropolitan Police do an incredible job, working hard with
enormous dedication every single day to keep Londoners safe, so for
me it was absolutely essential that we found the best possible
person to take the Met forward over the coming years and I am



confident that we have succeeded.

Responding to her appointment, Ms Dick said:

I am thrilled and humbled. This is a great responsibility and an
amazing opportunity. I’m looking forward immensely to protecting
and serving the people of London and working again with the
fabulous women and men of the Met.

Thank you so much to everyone who has taught me and supported me
along the way.

Minister for Policing and the Fire Service Brandon Lewis added:

Cressida brings impressive skills and extensive experience to her
new role as Metropolitan Police Commissioner. This was a tough
recruitment process, but she demonstrated very clearly that she is
the best person to take on this demanding role and I look forward
to working with her.


