
News story: Avian flu confirmed at a
farm near Haltwhistle, Northumberland

The UK’s Chief Veterinary Officer has confirmed H5N8 avian flu in a small
flock of chickens at a farm near Haltwhistle, Northumberland.

A 3km Protection Zone and a 10km Surveillance Zone have been put in place
around the infected premises to limit the risk of the disease spreading. We
have published full details of the controls in place.

The flock contains about 35 birds. A number have died and the remaining live
birds at the premises are being humanely culled. A full investigation is
under way to determine the source of the infection.

Public Health England advises that the risk to public health from the virus
is very low and the Food Standards Agency is clear that bird flu does not
pose a food safety risk for UK consumers.

Read the latest advice and information on avian flu in the UK, including
actions to reduce the risk of the disease spreading, advice for anyone who
keeps poultry or captive birds and details of previous cases. Journalists
with queries should contact Defra press office.

Press release: Boeing to open new
production facility in Sheffield

Boeing Sheffield will enable the aerospace company to bring the manufacture
of key high-tech actuation components and systems in-house. These include
components for Boeing’s next-generation 737, 737 MAX and 777 aircraft. This
should enhance production efficiency and reduce costs.

Locating the plant alongside the University of Sheffield’s world-class
Advanced Manufacturing Research Centre (AMRC) will also allow Boeing to
initiate a major research and development programme. Specifically the
aerospace company will look to innovate new techniques in manufacturing.

New jobs are also expected to be created in 2018.

Boeing is a co-founder of the AMRC. It is a member of the high value
manufacturing (HVM) Catapult Centres, supported by Innovate UK.

Sir Michael Arthur, President of Boeing Europe and Managing Director of
Boeing UK and Ireland, said:
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The UK provides Boeing with the talent and infrastructure we need
to grow and maintain a high level of productivity and quality to
meet our significant order book.

We are proud to expand our relationship with the UK still further
with Boeing Sheffield. Our decision to start manufacturing high-
value components in the UK is a step-change in our engagement and a
further example of Boeing’s commitment to grow here, supporting the
UK’s long-term prosperity.

The Boeing Sheffield news follows the recently announced partnership between
the AMRC and McLaren Automotive.

Ruth McKernan, Innovate UK’s Chief Executive said:

This significant further investment and partnership by Boeing in
Sheffield and the AMCR is excellent news for the region. It is
testament to world-class expertise and facilities provided by the
AMRC, and the high value manufacturing Catapult, supported by
Innovate UK.

It comes off the back of McLaren Automotive’s recent announcement
that it will open a £50 million composites technologies centre next
to the AMRC, illustrating the strength of advanced manufacturing
innovation in the UK.

News story: Warm welcome for UK
diabetes prevention programme in Dubai

Healthcare UK secured the first commercial Letter of Intent to participate in
a new diabetes prevention programme in the Middle East. The programme has
been developed in partnership with NHS England, Public Health England, and
Diabetes UK.

Diabetes is an urgent public health challenge shared by the UK and the Gulf
countries. A commercial organisation in Qatar is now working with UK health
organisations to scope and roll out the prevention programme in Qatar.

Our approach with the diabetes programme has been to take an existing UK
capability and make the learning from it available overseas. This is a model
that we are looking to replicate in other areas.
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Growing demand for UK healthcare in the Middle East
Arab Health is an important event for Healthcare UK as there is growing
demand for healthcare in the Middle East. Healthcare UK has now widened its
strategic focus to include Qatar and Oman, alongside Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates and Kuwait.

The Healthcare UK team works closely with:

our partners in UK embassies and consulates across the region
the International Healthcare Management Association (UKHIMA) –
established by Healthcare UK to help UK suppliers respond to high-value
opportunities by bringing together consortia of exporters

Minister Blackwood puts the spotlight on mental
health and innovation
The UK presence at Arab Health was headed up by Nicola Blackwood,
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Department of Health.

The minister had a packed programme, leading a large number of high-level
discussions with ministries of health in the region. Several of these
discussions were about mental health and innovation, areas in which the
minister has a particular interest.

The minister highlighted the NHS digital health initiative, Improving Access
to Psychological Therapies, and also attended a demonstration of 3D tools
that can be used for surgical training.

Value of building strategic partnerships
Through seminars, meetings and the HealthCare UK stand, we established
several new links between UK suppliers of healthcare services and interested
buyers at Arab Health 2017.

Together with UKHIMA, we ran a series of seminars showcasing the best of UK
healthcare in fields that are in greatest demand in the Middle East: disease
prevention and healthcare innovation. Sessions included breakthroughs in gene
therapy and the latest advances in paediatric radiology.

Healthcare UK worked with the investment company, Ashmore, to run an event
aimed at promoting the value of strategic partnerships to the UK
organisations attending Arab Health. The event highlighted the benefits of
partnerships between funders, NHS organisations, and local organisations in
ensuring business success.

The Healthcare UK team at their stand in the heart of the Arab Health trade
show.
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Arab Health
Arab Health is the largest gathering of healthcare professionals in the MENA
region with:

4,400 of the world’s leading healthcare companies
exhibitors from 70 countries
102,000 visitors over the 4 days
attendees mainly from the Gulf and the Middle East region, with
significant numbers from China, India, and South America

Further information

For more information about healthcare opportunities in the Middle East,
contact Healthcare UK

News story: The Insolvency Service
newsletter: winter 2017

From:
First published:

24 February 2017
Part of:

In our Winter newsletter we look how insolvency forms are changing, welcome
our newly appointed chairman, directors and criminal enforcement team, and
put the spotlight on our work with the Home Office to disqualify the
directors of companies employing illegal workers.

The Winter 2017 edition of our quarterly stakeholder newsletter is now
available.

The newsletter explains what we are doing to strengthen the insolvency
regime, improve our services and provides updates on important developments.

You can also:
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Press release: Defence Secretary
confirms £1.7bn investment in Scottish
military bases

Sir Michael Fallon outlined how Scotland will be home to several additional
key Defence capabilities by 2020 to the Board and recognised its unique
contribution to UK national security.

Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon said:

Scotland is on the frontline of defending the United Kingdom from
growing threats at sea, in the air, and on land. Our commitment to
the future of defence in Scotland is underlined by increasing
investment in better infrastructure for the Armed Forces helping to
keep us safe.

Scotland’s 14,000 military regular and reserve personnel and 3,930 MOD
civilians are set to benefit from:

· £1.3 billion investment into upgrades to HM Naval Base Clyde’s waterfront,
engineering support, accommodation and physical security ahead of the
Dreadnought class of deterrent submarines arriving in Scotland from the early
2030s;

· £400 million investment at Lossiemouth as one of the RAF’s three fast jet
bases – upgrading its runways, taxiways and accommodation for the nine new
Poseidon P-8 Maritime Patrol Aircraft and an additional Typhoon squadron;

· Being home to a versatile Army Adaptive Force Brigade, which specialises in
operations, works alongside partner nations abroad, and provides resilience
support to Scottish civil authorities and communities. Further, Leuchars
Station will be expanded to become the main ‘hub’ for Army activity in
Scotland.

The £178 billion Defence equipment programme supports 11,000 Scottish
industry jobs and accounts for over 10% of the country’s industrial base.

Scottish business is developing key military capabilities: the Queen
Elizabeth Carriers being built in Rosyth; Offshore Patrol Vessels and Type 26
Global Combat Ships being built in Govan and Scotstoun; a new Active
Electronically Scanned Array Radar for RAF Typhoons being built in Edinburgh.
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