
Press release: Nine anglers face
combined fines of over £5,500 for
fishing illegally in Staffordshire

Just one month after penalising eight Staffordshire anglers, the same court
issues a combined fines of £5,500 to another nine anglers for fishing
offences.

On 20 March, North Staffordshire Justice Centre Magistrates’ Court heard how
nine anglers were caught fishing illegally last summer.

All nine were caught fishing without a rod licence by Environment Agency
officers out on regular patrols. Six anglers pleaded guilty but the fines
were much higher for those who didn’t submit a plea and didn’t appear in
court. And with an annual fishing licence now costing £30 these nine are
probably wishing they’d chosen the cheaper option!

Connor Grey of Oak Grove in Cheadle, Nicholas Mills of Neale Place in Stoke
on Trent, Samuel Smith of Moston Street in Stoke on Trent, Ashley Gould of
Thornewill Drive in Burton on Trent, Stephen Clarke of Sandwood Crescent in
Stoke on Trent, Ashley Taylor of Birches Head Road in Stoke, David Pickerill
of Hoveringham Drive in Stoke on Trent, Michael Horton of Chapel Drive in
Walsall and Ryan Marriette of Skipton Road in Liverpool were all found guilty
for fishing without a licence under Section 27(1)(a) of the Salmon and
Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975.

Magistrates heard that in August and September Environment Agency enforcement
officers found these anglers fishing without a rod licence at pools in
Stafford, Cannock, Burntwood, Leek, Newcastle under Lyme and Burton.

Andrew Eardley of the Environment Agency said:

The majority of anglers fish legally and purchase a rod licence.
With anglers now being able to buy a licence online for a number of
rods to cover any 12 month period it seems ridiculous the minority
still risk a significant fine like these we’ve seen here.

The minority of anglers that fail to buy a rod licence are cheating
their fellow anglers and the future of the sport. Fishing licence
cheats risk a criminal conviction, a significant fine and could
lose their fishing equipment.

Money from fishing licence sales is invested in England’s fisheries and is
used to fund a wide range of projects to improve facilities for anglers
including protecting stocks from illegal fishing, pollution and disease;
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restoring fish stocks through re-stocking; eradicating invasive species; and
fish habitat improvements. Rod licence money is also used to fund the Angling
Trust to provide information about fishing and to encourage participation in
the sport.

You need a valid Environment Agency Rod Licence to fish for salmon, trout,
freshwater fish, smelt or eel in England. Buying a rod licence is easy,
simply visit www.gov.uk/fishing-licences/buy-a-fishing-licence.

Anyone witnessing illegal fishing incidents in progress can report it
directly to the Environment Agency hotline, 0800 80 70 60. Information on
illegal fishing and environmental crime can also be reported anonymously to
Crime stoppers on 0800 555 111.

UK inflation lags behind US and Spain
and is close to Germany’s

The countries experiencing some reasonable recovery in demand are all
experiencing an upturn in inflation of a similar magnitude. Slow growth
economies have also experienced a rise thanks to oil and commodity prices,
but less so than the faster growing ones.

Spain leads the pack with 3% inflation, followed by the US with 2.7%. The UK
at 2.3% is close to Germany at 2.2%.

This is not some Brexit related phenomenon!

News story: MMO welcomes first NERC
Knowledge Exchange Fellows

The Marine Management Organisation (MMO) has welcomed its first Natural
Environmental Research Council (NERC) Fellows to support its work in
improving access to marine science.

Dr Jacqui Tweddle from the University of Aberdeen and Dr Katherine Yates from
the University of Salford have started in their new roles of Knowledge
Exchange Fellows, helping the MMO to deliver key elements of its Evidence
Strategy.
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Dr Tweddle and Dr Yates’ three year fellowships will focus on the use of
science in decision making and marine management, encouraging greater
knowledge exchange around marine research.

The two fellowships which are funded by NERC, will:

Support the review of the use of science in the MMO’s decision making
processes
encourage greater collaboration between the MMO and academic and
research communities
fill gaps in marine evidence by influencing and improving access to
external marine research

As part of their fellowship Dr Tweddle and Dr Yates will also identify and
promote the vast amounts of marine data and evidence generated by scientific
researchers to the MMO enabling the MMO to provide effective, efficient,
targeted marine management based on the most up to data knowledge.

This is work is an important part of delivering Part 2 of the MMO’s Evidence
Strategy, published August 2016. The Strategy sets out how knowledge
exchange, partnership and influencing research will be used to deliver the
MMO’s future evidence requirements.

Dr Tweddle said: “I’m excited to be working with the MMO, and grateful to
NERC for the opportunity. Understanding more clearly what the MMO needs, and
how the research community can support that, is a priority for me. I want to
help the MMO access and use the best scientific evidence and expertise
available. Facilitating new contacts between researchers and the MMO will
both help the MMO, but also provide researchers with opportunities to have
their work make the biggest impact it can in supporting how we manage out
marine activities.”

Dr Katherine Yates added: “Marine management is incredibly complicated and
it’s essential that management decisions are based on robust, up-to-date
evidence. Our roles will be to help with evidence provision, through both
personal contributions and by facilitate partnerships between the academic
community and the MMO. It’s an exciting opportunity and I am grateful to be
part of it.”

Adam Cook, MMO’s Head of Evidence welcomed the two knowledge exchange
fellows:

“We are delighted to welcome Jacqui and Katherine to the MMO. The scale and
complexities of our seas means there is still much to learn about their
ecosystems and our impact on them. Access to high quality evidence is
critical to delivering effective and sustainable marine management and their
work will be an invaluable part of improving access to this information.”

Notes

Dr Jacqui Tweddle is a research fellow at the University of Aberdeen,
and is an oceanographer with expertise in marine spatial planning.
Dr Katherine Yates is a lecturer at University of Salford specialising
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in marine conservation planning and spatial management.
Both fellowships are funded by the Natural Environment Research Council.
NERC Knowledge Exchange Fellows focus on accelerating and amplifying
impact of NERC science. They do this through a number of different
mechanisms, from NERC-funded research to working with business, non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) or, as in this case, government
bodies.
This new partnerships between the MMO and NERC is an important part of
delivering the MMO’s Evidence Strategy, improving access to the latest
scientific research and providing funding for a new Knowledge Exchange
Fellowship.
NERC is the UK’s main agency for funding and managing research, training
and knowledge exchange in the environmental sciences. Their work covers
the full range of atmospheric, Earth, biological, terrestrial and
aquatic science, from the deep oceans to the upper atmosphere and from
the poles to the equator. They co-ordinate some of the world’s most
exciting research projects, tackling major issues such as climate
change, environmental influences on human health, the genetic make-up of
life on Earth, and much more. NERC is a non-departmental public body.
They receive around £330m of annual funding from the Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS).

Press release: Government Ministers
visiting Wales as part of Industrial
Strategy engagement programme

Ministers visiting sites across Wales to explain how plans for a modern
Industrial Strategy will benefit Wales.
Business Secretary Greg Clark to be joined by Wales Secretary Alun
Cairns at General Electric (GE) Aviation to tour production line and
meet staff.
Engagement will be followed by an evening reception with leading Welsh
businesses and organisations in Cardiff.

The Government’s engagement programme for its Industrial Strategy continues
today, with Ministers set to meet with universities, companies, and workers
in Wales to hear their views on how to get the economy firing all cylinders.

Business Secretary Greg Clark and Wales Secretary Alun Cairns will visit
General Electric (GE) Aviation in Cardiff to meet with production staff and
management, before touring the plant to see the world-class services GE
offers to airlines around the world.

Greg Clark, Alun Cairns and Business Ministers will then host an evening
reception at Tramshed Tech in Cardiff with Welsh businesses, trade groups and
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local leaders, discussing the views of the Welsh business community on the
priorities for a modern Industrial Strategy.

Business and Energy Secretary Greg Clark said:

We recognise no two places in the UK are the same with each place
having its own unique identity and strengths.

Through our modern Industrial Strategy we plan to build on these
strengths in fields such as aerospace, technology and life
sciences, to make Wales one of the most competitive areas in the UK
to start and grow a business.

We launched our strategy as a Green Paper because we want this to
be a conversation with businesses and employees. Today my
ministerial team and I are visiting Wales to discuss how the
Government can work with business and academia to deliver a high-
skill economy, prepared for the future.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:

The UK Government’s modern industrial strategy is a plan for
everyone. Wales has a strong competitive economy and by pulling
together we can build on our strength to grow key sectors and
business in Wales.

We need to ensure people throughout Wales benefit from the creation
of a highly skilled and strong workforce; this is what the
industrial strategy sets out to do.

Universities and Science Minister Jo Johnson is visiting world-leading
engineering and scientific technology company, Renishaw Plc, while Lord Prior
of Brampton is visiting a Tata Steel plant in Shotton and the military
aerospace facility, Raytheon.

Climate Change and Industry Minister Nick Hurd is going to the Liberty Steel
plant in Newport and sustainable cement manufacturer Cenin Cement in
Bridgend.

Small Business and Consumer Minister Margot James will be visiting a leading
microbrewery, Tiny Rebels Brewery, to find out more about its recent export
successes, before visiting the largest animation production company in Wales,
Cloth Cat Animation. Margot will then be part of a creative industries
roundtable on the Industrial Strategy, with representatives from the creative
industry in Wales.

In its Green Paper, Building our Industrial Strategy, the Government has
outlined ten key pillars of focus to be discussed as part of a 12 week
consultation period, inviting contributions from industries, businesses,



local groups and workers across Wales.

With a clear ambition of creating an economy that works for everyone, the
Green Paper contains a number of proposed announcements set to benefit the
Welsh regions such as:

The Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund and foundation of UKRI, creating
new opportunities for Wales’ world class universities to bid for UK
Government funding.
Recognising the excellence in research and innovation that exists across
the UK, and investing an additional £4.7 billion by 2020-21.
Investing in digital infrastructure, which has for too long been a
barrier to economic growth across Wales.
Finding a sustainable way to support energy intensive industries such as
steel with energy costs.

The Government has issued an open invitation to industries, businesses and
local groups across Wales to visit the GOV.UK website and help set the
priorities for a modern Industrial Strategy. The consultation period runs for
12 weeks after which the Government will consider responses before publishing
a White Paper later in the year.

Notes to Editors

Industrial Strategy pillars

The Green Paper seeks views from Wales on how the Government can refine its
vision to help the UK economy meet future challenges and opportunities. The
10 pillars which the Green Paper seeks feedback on are:

Investing in science, research and innovation – we must become a more
innovative economy and do more to commercialise our world-leading
science base to drive growth across the UK.
Developing skills – we must help people and businesses to thrive by:
ensuring everyone has the basic skills needed in a modern economy;
building a new system of technical education to benefit the half of
young people who do not go to university; boosting STEM (science,
technology, engineering and maths) skills, digital skills and numeracy;
and raising skill levels in lagging areas.
Upgrading infrastructure – we must upgrade our standards of performance
on digital, energy, transport, water and flood defence infrastructure,
and better align central government infrastructure investment with local
growth priorities.
Supporting businesses to start and grow – we must ensure that businesses
across the UK can access the finance and management skills they need to
grow; and we must create the right conditions for companies to invest
for the long term.
Improving procurement – we must use strategic government procurement to
drive innovation and enable the development of UK supply chains.
Encouraging trade and inward investment – government policy can help
boost productivity and growth across our economy, including by
increasing competition and helping to bring new ways of doing things to



the UK.
Delivering affordable energy and clean growth – we need to keep costs
down for businesses, and secure the economic benefits of the transition
to a low carbon economy.
Cultivating world-leading sectors – we must build on our areas of
competitive advantage, and help new sectors to flourish, in many cases
challenging existing institutions and incumbents.
Driving growth across the whole country – we will create a framework to
build on the particular strengths of different places and address
factors that hold places back – whether it is investing in key
infrastructure projects to encourage growth, increasing skill levels, or
backing local innovation strengths.
Creating the right institutions to bring together sectors and places –
we will consider the best structures to support people, industries and
places. In some places and sectors there may be missing institutions
which we could create, or existing ones we could strengthen, be they
local civic or educational institutions, trade associations or financial
networks.

Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy

The Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy brings together
the responsibilities for business, industrial strategy, science, innovation,
energy, and climate change. The Department is responsible for developing and
delivering the Government’s vision for an ambitious industrial strategy, and
continuing to ensure that the UK remains at the leading edge of science,
research and innovation. The Department leads the Government’s relationship
with business, and is responsible for improving corporate governance and
securing better outcomes for consumers. We also make sure that the UK has
secure energy supplies that are reliable, affordable and clean and take
action to tackle climate change, working in partnership with the business
community.

Beijing to receive 900 cubic meters of
water from Yangtze River in 2017

Beijing expects to receive 911 million cubic meters of water from the Yangtze
River between Nov. 2016 and Oct. 2017, local authorities said on Tuesday.

The south-to-north water diversion project has already pumped 260 million
cubic meters of water into Beijing since last November, according to the
capital’s office for the project.

Since the project began pumping water in December 2014. Beijing has received
more than 2 billion cubic meters of water from the Yangtze, and 1.6 billion
cubic meters of water from nearby Hebei Province, according to Sun Guosheng,
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head of the office.

More than 11 million residents, or about half of Beijing’s population, have
directly benefitted.

Recent data showed the water table in Beijing had risen 0.42 meters from a
year ago, thanks to a daily water flow of 3.4 million cubic meters from the
project.

The city will construct more facilities including pipelines and reservoirs,
according to Sun.

The project was conceived by Mao Zedong in 1952. The State Council approved
the project in December 2002 after nearly half a century of debate.


