
Speech: Together, we can build further
our partnerships for prosperity

Your Excellency, Governor Abubakar Sani Bello, and distinguished guests

I am delighted to be back here in Minna. This is my second visit during my
time in Nigeria. I think it’s important for foreign representatives to get
out of the capital of the countries in which they serve, even more so in a
country as large and diverse as Nigeria. The UK is firmly committed to its
relationship with Nigeria at the state level as well as the federal.

The theme of our event today is Prosperity – seizing the opportunities across
Nigeria, and tackling the barriers and the challenges that are currently
holding back the scope for growth, trade and investment. We are also able to
discuss initial findings from a report we have commissioned from PWC about
the business environment and opportunities at state-level –looking in detail
at Anambra, Edo, Ogun, and Niger.

We all know Nigeria’s potential. It is the largest economy in Africa. It is
set to be the 3rd most populous nation in the world by 2050. It is Africa’s
largest oil producer. It has fertile land; abundant natural resources; a
large internal market; and a young, energetic population, with a deserved
reputation for creativity and entrepreneurial spirit.

The UK-Nigeria trading relationship has traditionally been very strong. A
number of UK companies are among the longest running international businesses
in Nigeria. We are consistently in the top 5 of Nigeria’s trade partners.
However, we used to be number 1, and the British High Commission in Abuja,
and our Deputy High Commission in Lagos, is committed to pushing us back up
the list, particularly as the UK embarks upon a new role in the world as we
leave the EU.

The growth required to rebuild this relationship cannot only come from the
major multinationals – it will be built on SMEs discovering Nigeria’s
opportunities, building new partnerships and bringing in expertise to super-
charge existing capacity.

We believe in the potential that Nigeria possesses, and we believe it can be
harnessed to create jobs and prosperity. But business is not charity.
Investors looking to put their time, energy, and money into new ventures
overseas have hundreds of places they could choose. To attract investors will
require developing a strong, credible and positive offering, and an enabling
approach from the government and government agencies.

Some of this lies with the Federal Government – and we commend their efforts
in this regard. The Economic Growth and Recovery Plan sets out an ambitious
range of targets for ensuring that Nigeria builds back better from recession.
And the 60-day plans for Enabling the Business Environment have already led
to some useful reductions in bureaucracy and streamlining of what used to be
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some cumbersome business processes. More is required – and the UK is engaging
on several fronts to support these efforts.

But state level governments also have an important role to play. DFID
projects, such as GEMS, offer examples of how States can re-orientate their
offer to investors. No two states are the same, but some common themes
include: land reform and protection of ownership; active and accessible
investment promotion councils; transparency over tax and regulations; as well
as the commitment to building productive supply chains and supportive
infrastructure.

Initial findings from research we have supported emphasise the opportunity of
Niger State, with its significant land-mass, hydro-electric dams, as well as
huge potential in agriculture and mineral resources. Niger’s shea butter
production is famous, of course. But more investment is required to refine
production and packaging for an international market.

There have also been positive steps in improving the business environment –
with some significant moves up World Bank’s Subnational Doing Business
Rankings between 2010 and 2014, thanks to building additional capacity,
streamlining processes, and improving registration systems. Your Excellency,
with your business background, I am sure you will be keen to further improve
these rankings.

As with many other states in Nigeria – over-reliance on statutory allocations
from the federal level can lead to vulnerabilities. While this is a challenge
– it should also be an additional encouragement to take the bold steps
necessary to attract private sector investment, development, and growth to
diversify activity and enhance revenue generation. That is not to say it will
be easy – but I am confident that the detailed analysis, when available, will
offer several avenues for further discussion and debate. It will certainly
form part of our interactions with UK businesses, and can function as a
“calling card” for Niger State in engaging potential investors in a serious
conversation about the opportunities available here.

There is also a role for local businesses – which is why we are so pleased to
see many of you here with us today. You don’t need me to tell you how much
work it takes to make a business successful – or of the risks involved in
trying to grow in a difficult economic moment. What works in the short term
may not work in the long term. Nigeria’s great potential will only be
achieved through sustainable means. There may be what we call “quick wins”
through changing regulations, or through harnessing new, adaptive
technologies. Other issues may take longer to tackle in order to build
broader prosperity across the states and the country as a whole.

The UK is committed to supporting this – it is why we are here today. We
continue to work closely with the federal government on projects that can
impact the whole of the country. This includes DFID support to infrastructure
planning and management; policy development expertise; and pilot programmes
that offer models for success.

We will share the reporting that comes out of our current cooperation with



PWC – and we hope that this will be the start of productive discussions,
proposals, and action. We look forward to being able to continue this process
to attract more UK companies to Nigeria, and indeed here to Niger, to build
further our partnerships for prosperity.

Press release: MPs’ outside interests:
Committee announces short review

The Committee met today and discussed the subject of MPs’ outside interests.

We will make a further submission on ‘reasonable limits’ for outside
interests to the Commons Committee on Standards’ on-going inquiry into the
Code of Conduct for MPs. We will be holding a short review to inform our
submission. Given the public interest in these issues, we welcome
contributions from all interested parties. The Terms of Reference will be
available on our website next week.

It is for the Advisory Committee on Business Appointments, the Parliamentary
Commissioner for Standards, and the House of Commons Committee on Standards
to rule on individual cases.

Training of young professionals to
work on Swachh Bharat in districts
launched

During his “Mann Ki Baat” address on September 25th, 2016, the Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, had made an appeal to the corporate world, to

First Minister celebrates the
inspiring winners of the 2017 St David
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Awards

The national awards celebrate the great deeds and extraordinary achievements
of Welsh people from all walks of life – from saving lives to inspiring a
nation.

Congratulating the winners, First Minister of Wales Carwyn Jones said:

“What a truly inspirational group of winners – I feel incredibly
proud that we in Wales can call such an exceptional group of people
our own. You make Wales what it is.

“Congratulations to everyone who has won an award and to all the
finalists who made the award’s shortlist. You are a credit to your
families, friends and the nation. I hope you are rightly proud of
your achievements.

“I would also like to remind everyone that if you have been
inspired by the winners and finalists, nominations are now open for
St David Awards 2018.

“The terrible events that unfolded in Westminster this week remain
close to my mind. Tonight, we have heard so many uplifting stories
showing us everything that is good about human nature. Stories
about bravery, about sacrifice, and about hope.

“These awards are a poignant reminder of the kindness of humanity,
and an important opportunity to say thank you to those people who
go above and beyond – often endangering their own lives – to keep
us safe.”

The winners of the 2017 St David Awards are:

Bravery – Firefighters Gary Slack and Billy Connor

In August 2016, oncall firefighters Gary Slack and Billy Connor braved strong
currents at Castle Beach, Tenby, to save 2 children from drowning.

Young person – Savannah Lloyd, mental health volunteer

Having battled mental health problems since she was 11 years old, Savannah
uses her experiences to reach out and help others in similar situations.

Sport – Wales Football Team

The Wales Football Team, led by Chris Coleman, reached the semi-final of the
Euros 2016. The squad were first class ambassadors for Wales, both on and off
the pitch, and their strapline of “Together Stronger” has inspired the nation
and captured worldwide interest.

http://www.government-world.com/first-minister-celebrates-the-inspiring-winners-of-the-2017-st-david-awards/


Culture – Professor Jen Wilson, jazz musician and archivist

For more than 50 years, Jen has played a central role in promoting jazz music
in Wales and in documenting its history and social impact – and in particular
the role of women in jazz.

Enterprise – David Banner, Video Games Company Director

As well as being a multi-award winning games director and Managing Director
of Wales Interactive, Dai has been instrumental in the growth of Wales’ games
industry. He founded the annual Wales Games Show in 2012 and created the
GamesLab project, a digital development initiative for the University of
South Wales, which has nurtured hundreds of students and provides a global
platform for Welsh digital companies. 

Innovation, Science and Technology – Professor Meena Upadhyaya OBE

Britain’s first female British-Indian professor in medical genetics within
the UK, Meena’s career focused on identifying genetic disorders. Meena has
made a difference to people’s lives either through her medical research or
community and charity work and received an OBE in 2016 for services to
medical genetics and the Welsh Asian community.

Citizenship – Special Constable Cairn Newton-Evans, Dyfed-Powys Police

Having been a victim of a violent homophobic hate crime, Cairn joined the
police to try to stop such attacks happening to others. Cairn is a regular
volunteer and a passionate advocate for LGBT rights.

International – Dr David Nott OBE

Each year for the past 23 years, David has taken unpaid leave from his job as
Consultant Surgeon at Chelsea and Westminster Hospital to work for aid
agencies and provide surgical treatment to the victims of conflict and
catastrophe. David and his wife, Elly, have also established the
“davidnottfoundation”, raising hundreds of thousands of pounds for charity
and providing surgical training to frontline medics.

First Minister’s Special Award – Sir Karl Jenkins and Dr Mererid Hopwood

The 21 October 2016 marked the 50th Anniversary of the Aberfan disaster,
which tragically claimed the lives of 116 children and 28 adults.

Sir Karl Jenkins and Dr Mererid Hopwood were commissioned by S4C to compose a
new choral piece in memorial of this disaster for this concert called Cantata
Memoria and its world premiere was held at the Wales Millennium Centre.

The concert commemorated a very difficult time in Welsh history but it was
handled in such a way that it took the families with it. It reflected the
pain of loss while at the same time looked to the future.  It was a very
difficult balance to achieve but the piece succeeded and allowed our nation
the opportunity to remember the day in a sensitive and dignified way.



Speaking about the First Minister’s Special Award winners, Carwyn Jones said:

“What Sir Karl and Dr Mererid accomplished was incredible. Through
their music, they brought together not only the community, but so
many people from Wales and the world to share in this
commemoration.”

Ruth pays tribute following
Westminster terror attack
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Scottish Conservative leader Ruth Davidson has paid tribute to the victims of
yesterday’s London terror attack.

At First Minister’s Questions, she offered the party’s sympathy with those
killed and injured in and around Westminster.

Scottish Conservative leader Ruth Davidson said:

“Yesterday, a coward killed and injured innocent people in an attempt to
attack the symbol of our country’s democracy.

“His attack on our values failed as he died – by the paramedics who
demonstrated what a civilised society is by trying to save him.

“Once again we express our gratitude to the police officers and security
guards who at Westminster – and here at Holyrood – work to keep us safe,
whose bravery we only truly appreciate at a time like this.

“People like PC Keith Palmer, who lost his life yesterday doing his job,
doing his duty.

“The lesson here is not to tar one religion or one group in the coming days –
but to tackle the evil of terrorist ideology itself.

“Not to vilify or blame whole communities, but instead to show we all stand
united against terror, and stand united in defeating it.”
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