
News story: Champions League policing
bolstered by £1.4m UK Government grant

The security operation surrounding the Champions League final in Cardiff has
been boosted by a £1.4million contribution from UK Government, Secretary of
State for Wales Alun Cairns announced today.

The UK Government has confirmed that it has approved a Special Grant
application made by the South Wales Police and Crime Commissioner to cover
the additional costs of policing the biggest game in European club football
on 3 June.

Cardiff’s Principality Stadium will play host to the showpiece event which is
expected to attract a worldwide audience of several hundred million and
generate £45m for the Cardiff economy.

The City of Cardiff Stadium will also host the women’s Champions League final
(1 June) and around 250,000 people are expected to descend on the capital to
enjoy the four-day festival of events during the week.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:

Cardiff has consistently proven its calibre in delivering high
profile events on an international stage. The eyes of the world
will once again be upon us as we prepare to host the Champions
League finals.

The safety and security of the hundreds of thousands of people set
to flood into the city and surrounding areas at this time is of
paramount importance. The UK Government is determined to ensure
that Wales, and the UK, are seen in the best possible light on the
worldwide stage and the policing of the event will be crucial in
achieving this.

I am delighted that we have been able to provide this funding for
South Wales Police. I know the whole city is looking forward to
giving visiting supporters a wonderful welcome at what will be a
safe and successful Champions League final later this year.

Minister for Policing and the Fire Service Brandon Lewis said:

I am pleased to confirm that £1.4million in special grant funding
has been allocated to support South Wales Police at the Champions
League final in Cardiff. I am sure it will be a fantastic event for
the city of Cardiff to host.

The UK Government has protected police funding since the 2015
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Spending Review and it is right that in exceptional circumstances
we provide additional resources in order to make sure we keep our
communities safe and secure.

Weather, existing socio-economic
factors compounded Colombian landslide
tragedy – UN agency

4 April 2017 – Very heavy rainfall triggered the landslides that hit Colombia
over the weekend, but “exceptional” level of rains were not the sole cause,
the United Nations weather agency said today, noting that many other factors,
such as loss of forest cover, added to the devastation.

“The weather was not the only cause of the tragedy, many other socio-economic
factors, including deforestation, came into play,” Clare Nullis, a
spokesperson for the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), told the media
at a regular press briefing at the UN Office at Geneva (UNOG).

March is typically a rainy month in the country, but the quantities of
rainfall seen in the past week have been exceptional, she explained, adding
that the municipality of Mocoa, hardest-hit by the landslides, saw 129
millimetres of rainfall within 24 hours on 31 March.

Of that amount, 80 per cent of the precipitation fell in just three hours,
explaining the size of the tragedy.

According to a Flash Update by the UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (in Spanish), as of 2 April 254 people have been confirmed to have
perished in the disaster, 262 have been injured and 441 are missing.

The casualty figures are approximate and are expected to rise.

Furthermore, as of 3 April, more than 500 municipalities are at the of risk
of landslides in the country, and of those 182 had orange to red alerts,
noted Ms. Nullis.

She added that while the national meteorological service is very strong and
well-equipped, it faced considerable challenges.

“There are more than 700,000 rivers and bodies of water, and it is impossible
to have monitoring stations at each one of them,” said the WMO spokesperson.

Further, clarifying that the cause of the disaster was not El Niño, crediting
a senior official at the Colombian Institute of Hydrology, Meteorology and
Environmental Studies, she said that climate variability and climate change
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would continue to produce rain and drought, and that prevention is the most
important.

She also informed the briefing that in the short-term, Colombian
Meteorological Agency weather forecasts indicate that there would be no or
very light rainfall in the affected areas till 6 April.

The long-term predictions for the season were for above average rainfall in
the area.

Press release: Champions League final
policing bolstered by £1.4million UK
Government grant

[unable to retrieve full-text content]Welsh Secretary Alun Cairns “Safety and
security of football festival is of paramount importance”

$730 million to secure Mersey Hospital

The Turnbull Government will provide $730 million to secure the Mersey
Community Hospital’s future, give certainty to 470 staff and deliver vital
health services for the people of North-West Tasmania.

The Commonwealth and Tasmanian Governments have reached an agreement to
ensure the Mersey Community Hospital, which has 100 beds, remains a key
health service for Devonport and surrounding regions.

The Commonwealth purchased the Mersey in 2007 amid community concern about
the downgrading of services and the hospital has had no long term funding
agreement since.

Under the new agreement, ownership of the Mersey will transfer from the
Commonwealth to Tasmania on 1 July 2017. The Commonwealth will provide $730
million upfront so the Tasmanian Government can run the hospital for the next
decade. The Mersey will then operate in the same way as other public
hospitals.

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull said this provided valuable long-term
certainty to the hospital’s 470 staff and patients, and delivers on the
Turnbull Government’s determination to ensure all Australians have access to
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high quality, well-funded healthcare.

The terms of the agreement will ensure the continued delivery of the best
possible health services to North-West Tasmanians.

Premier Will Hodgman said the $730 million payment, which will be fully
exempt from GST calculations, is the biggest single cash transfer from the
Federal Government to the Tasmanian Government ever.

The Mersey is a crucial part of Tasmania’s health system, and critical North-
West health infrastructure, and it is important the two Governments have been
able to deliver the long-term certainty for the hospital the community
deserves.

The Tasmanian Government will now be able to manage its public hospital
system as a whole, meeting the community’s health needs in the years ahead.

As a ‘different’ Darfur has emerged
since 2003, exit strategy for AU-UN
mission being considered

4 April 2017 – The African Union (AU) and the United Nations are actively
discussing with the Government of Sudan how best to configure a strategy for
AU-UN peacekeeping to eventually leave Darfur, the head of that operation
said today.

“In view of the current circumstances in Darfur, a pragmatic reconfiguration
of UNAMID [the AU-UN Hybrid Operation in Darfur] will become necessary and
the AU and UN will have to focus on how best that could be done without
compromising the gains thus far made,” the Joint Special Representative,
Jeremiah Mamabolo, told the Security Council.

He said that from 5 to 17 March, UNAMID received an AU-UN strategic review
team, which met with the Government of Sudan in Khartoum and Darfur, and
travelled throughout the Darfur region. UNAMID awaits the outcome of these
deliberations.

The three strategic priorities established by the Council in 2014 continue to
provide a framework within which UNAMID implements its mandate to protect
civilians, mitigate inter-communal conflicts and mediate between the
Government and the non-signatory armed movements.

“The Darfur of today is a very different place from what this region was in
2003, when the armed conflict began, and from that of a year ago,” Mr.
Mamabolo said, noting that fighting between Sudanese Government forces and
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the main three non-signatory armed movements has considerably diminished.

VIDEO: Briefing the Security Council, Joint Special Representative Jeremiah
N. Mamabolo urges African Union and UN to focus on the best strategy for
their joint mission without compromising the gains that have been made.

The past three months have also witnessed a continued reduction in the number
of inter-communal security incidents, in particular as a result of the more
effective involvement of the native administrations and the impact of
security measures by State Governments, leading to an increased number of
peace agreements.

Further, UNAMID has not seen any new displacement in 2017. Cooperation with
the Government has noticeably improved in terms of humanitarian access.
UNAMID and the UN country team have repeatedly been able to visit previously
off-limits areas in Jebel Marra while UN humanitarian partners are commencing
regular helicopter flights to Golo.

However, efforts by the AU High-level Implementation Panel (AUHIP) to get
warring parties to sign a cessation of hostilities agreement and start direct
negotiations towards an inclusive peace agreement to end the conflict have
remained inconclusive, Mr. Mamabolo said.

Although Sudan Liberation Army/Abdul Wahid al-Nur (SLA/AW) is no longer
capable of mounting and sustaining significant military operations, it
continues to refuse to join the peace process and seems to want to continue
to fight, he explained.

“We would like to appeal to this Council and those with influence and
leverage on him to persuade him to recognize the importance of a political
settlement and desist from bringing more suffering to the very people that he
professes to represent,” Mr. Mamabolo said.


