
Speech: “Libya needs urgent progress
towards full political reconciliation
now more than ever.”

Thank you Madam President, thank you Martin, thank you Olof for your
briefings.

And at the outset, let me express to you Martin the UK’s complete support for
your work and reiterate our commitment to the Libyan Political Agreement.
It’s the sole framework for a political solution to the situation in Libya,
but sadly, as you have made clear, its implementation remains mixed at best.
I very much agree with all seven points of your seven point agenda.

As the penholder for Libya, we see three interlinked areas of concern;
security, the economy, and the political process.

On the first, 2017 has seen a significant deterioration, including in
particular, right now in the South, where there is renewed, escalating
clashes which are edging the country towards civil war. The United Kingdom
condemns all such violence as well as threats of military action and reports
of gross human rights abuses by armed groups. Such acts have no place in the
Libya of today. And we are clear that the military and other security
structures need to be under civilian and political oversight.

As the Ambassadors to Libya from China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom
and the United States said last week, there is a difference between acts
against the terrorist threat and acts that can lead to further deterioration
in Libya. On tackling terrorism, it’s important to recognise the defeat of
Daesh in Sirte and I pay tribute to all involved and acknowledge the many
lives lost in that effort.

But in spite of that success, we are now faced with a threat that has
dispersed across Libya. Those who continue to undermine effective government
in Libya are feeding the terrorist threat by creating ungoverned spaces. It’s
a threat that extends not only across Libya but to the region as a whole.

Such ungoverned spaces create conditions for human trafficking and criminal
networks to profit from the political and security vacuum in parts of Libya.
Irregular migration can only be tackled properly by a strong and stable
government.

Turning to my second point, the economy also remains vulnerable to the
volatile political and security situation. So we need to see real
improvements: the Presidency Council and the Central Bank must work co-
operatively to address the liquidity crisis, and ensure that public services
like water and electricity are sustained throughout Ramadan. And we need to
see an end to parallel institutions undermining the Presidency Council.
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There has been some progress; including the dispersal of the budget in the
early months of 2017, and the economic dialogue on the detail of fiscal and
monetary policy now taking place in Tripoli.

But it’s clear that more steps are needed. Throughout, it is crucial that
Libya’s oil resources remain neutral and are used to benefit the whole
country. The continued unity of the National Oil Corporation is essential to
ensuring that revenues are used for the national good, and we call for much-
needed investment in maintenance of oil infrastructure to help increase
national exports and reduce the drain on the economy.

Turning to my final point, Madam President, the common thread in both the
security and the economic situations is of course the political process. I’m
pleased to reiterate here in this Chamber the UK’s continued support for the
Presidency Council and the Government of National Accord, headed by Prime
Minister Al Sarraj, as the legitimate executive authorities under the Libyan
Political Agreement, in line with our Resolution 2259.

But as the security and economic instability illustrate, Libya needs urgent
progress towards full political reconciliation now more than ever. We support
early signs of progress to bridge political differences, including regional
efforts within the framework of the UN-led political process and re-
engagement by Libya’s legitimate institutions – the House of Representatives,
the Higher State Council – with preparations for dialogue.

We have a difficult and long road ahead. So we urge all parties to commit to
progress, we underline our firm opposition to any attempt to disrupt the
political process. All those who have a role to play, including those still
outside the Libyan Political Agreement, must engage constructively and in a
spirit of compromise. The international community, as Martin reminded us,
must continue to support them to do so.

So we welcome the Secretary-General’s commitment to Libya as one of his
personal priorities and we reiterate our full support for UNMSIL’s central
role in advancing the political process in Libya.

As the penholder on this issue in the Council, we will carry on playing our
part. We will continue to monitor the situation in Libya closely, we will
support all efforts to reach a more inclusive political settlement within the
framework of the Libyan Political Agreement, and we will work with the
Presidency Council and the Government of National Accord in their efforts to
deliver for the people of Libya. Because continued support from this Council
and the wider international community will remain vital if we are to secure a
better future for all Libyans.

Thank you.



Press release: PM meeting with
Ukrainian President Poroshenko: 19
April 2017

The Prime Minister hosted President Poroshenko of Ukraine at Downing Street
this afternoon for their first bilateral meeting.

They began by welcoming the strength of bilateral relations as we mark 25
years of diplomatic ties, and committed to working together to deepen our
relationship in the years ahead.

The Prime Minister was clear that the UK recognises the threat posed by
Russia through the illegal annexation of Crimea and the ongoing conflict in
Eastern Ukraine, and noted that the UK continues to offer support to counter
this threat.

They agreed on the importance of maintaining sanctions until the Minsk
agreement is fully implemented, and of looking at how we work together to
enhance our bilateral security and defence co-operation.

They also discussed Ukraine’s reform agenda, and the Prime Minister welcomed
the progress that has been made so far. She confirmed that the UK government
looks forward to holding a reform conference on 6 July, to maintain momentum
and galvanise international support for Ukraine’s efforts.

The President thanked the Prime Minister for the close co-operation between
our 2 countries, and invited her to visit Ukraine at her earliest
convenience.

News story: British Embassy Budapest
is moving to a new address

The Embassy is moving to 5-7 Füge utca.

On the 20th of April the British Embassy moves out of its building in
Harmincad utca after 70 years. We move into an office building at 5-7 Füge
utca in the second district of Budapest. This building, which used to be the
Dutch Embassy, has been completely renovated to provide the British Embassy,
its staff and visitors a modern and fit for purpose working environment.

The Embassy reopens on 25 April, our phone numbers and email addresses remain
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the same.

In case of consular emergency call the following number: 0036 1 266 2888
except for 20 April when you should call our temporary phone number: 0044
1908 51 6666

Press release: Change of British High
Commissioner to Jamaica
2013 – Present Manila, Her Majesty’s Ambassador 2010 – 2012 Bangkok, Her
Majesty’s Ambassador 2008 – 2010 FCO, Head, South East Asia and Pacific Group
2004 – 2008 UK Trade and Investment, Director Asia 2002 – 2004 FCO, Head of
Department, Commonwealth Co-ordination Department (including a role as Head
of the Communication and Information Centre in the Prime Minister’s Office
during 2003) 2000 – 2002 FCO, Deputy Head of Resource Budgeting Department
1999 – 2000 FCO, Desk Officer, Resource Planning Department 1999 Joined FCO
following 20 year career in banking

Press release: £21 million investment
for MAST Upgrade

The UK’s new fusion experiment MAST Upgrade at Culham, Oxfordshire is to
receive funding to tackle one of the hottest issues in fusion energy research
– plasma exhaust.

The UK Atomic Energy Authority is assembling MAST Upgrade at Culham Science
Centre and the device is within months of its first operations. The £21
million of plasma exhaust enhancements will be phased between now and 2022.
Funding will come jointly from the European fusion research consortium
EUROfusion and the UK’s Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council.

The controlled exhaust of power and particles from a hot fusion plasma,
through the ‘divertor’ area of the reactor, is arguably the biggest challenge
facing a future fusion power plant using the tokamak design. The extreme
power loadings (>10 megawatts per square metre – higher than that on a
spacecraft re-entering Earth’s atmosphere) in a conventional divertor would
require regular replacement of reactor components and adversely affect the
economics and cost of electricity. Divertor and exhaust physics is therefore
a major part of EUROfusion’s reactor design work as part of its EU Roadmap to
the Realisation of Fusion Energy.
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MAST Upgrade’s flexible divertor design is already focussed on studying a
range of configurations which could solve this problem. These include the new
‘Super X’ divertor, designed to cool particles down by steering them on a
longer exhaust path out of the plasma.

The plasma exhaust funding will give MAST Upgrade an unrivalled capability
over the coming years by: increasing the tokamak’s plasma heating power;
installing a cryoplant for the divertor; improving plasma fuelling systems;
upgrading plasma control hardware and software; and adding extra diagnostic
equipment for measuring plasma exhaust data.

These upgrades will allow fusion scientists to improve their understanding of
plasma exhaust physics and enable better predictive modelling of this issue
for the prototype fusion powerplant DEMO.

Head of MAST Upgrade Operations, Andrew Kirk, was responsible for putting
together the funding bid, said:

MAST Upgrade provides a uniquely flexible test bed for plasma
exhaust physics in all divertor configurations. This extra funding
will enhance our capabilities even further, enabling MAST Upgrade
to assess alternative divertors for use in the first fusion power
plants.

Martin Cox, MAST Upgrade project sponsor, also recognised a wider benefit:

I am delighted that we have received such strong EUROfusion support
for MAST Upgrade despite the perturbation caused by Brexit. This
shows tremendous confidence in our facilities and people, and
demonstrates that we have a very important role to play in the
future European fusion programme.

Ends

For an animation showing MAST Upgrade’s Super X divertor

For more information please contact Nick Holloway, UKAEA Media Manager, on
01235 466232 or email nick.holloway@ukaea.uk

Notes to Editors

Fusion energy Fusion research aims to copy the process which powers the Sun
for a new large-scale source of clean energy here on Earth. When light atomic
nuclei fuse together to form heavier ones, a large amount of energy is
released. To do this, fuel is heated to extreme temperatures, ten times
hotter than the centre of the Sun, forming a plasma in which fusion reactions
take place. A commercial power station will use the energy produced by fusion
reactions to generate electricity.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_ZreY4QdO8
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Nuclear fusion has huge potential as a long-term energy source that is
environmentally responsible (with no carbon emissions) and inherently safe,
with abundant and widespread fuel resources (the raw materials are found in
seawater and the Earth’s crust).

Researchers at Culham are developing a type of fusion reactor known as a
‘tokamak’ – a magnetic chamber in which plasma is heated and controlled. The
research is focused on preparing for the international tokamak experiment
ITER, now being built in southern France. ITER – due to start up in 2025 – is
designed to show that fusion can work at the scale of a powerplant, and if
successful should lead to electricity from fusion being on the grid by 2050.

Fusion research at Culham is funded by the Engineering and Physical Sciences
Research Council and by the European Union under the EURATOM treaty.

United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority The UK Atomic Energy Authority (UKAEA)
carries out fusion energy research on behalf of the UK Government at Culham
Science Centre.

UKAEA’s fusion lab Culham Centre for Fusion Energy oversees Britain’s fusion
programme, soon to be headed by the new MAST Upgrade experiment. It also
hosts the world’s largest fusion research facility, JET (Joint European
Torus), which it operates for European scientists under a contract with the
European Commission.

Further information: MAST Upgrade project

EUROfusion The EUROfusion consortium is made up of thirty members,
representing 26 European Union member states plus Switzerland and Ukraine. In
addition about 100 third parties contribute to the research activities
through the consortium members. EUROfusion collaborates on ITER activities
with Fusion for Energy (Spain) and intensively supports the ITER
International Organization (France).

EUROfusion funds fusion research activities in accordance with its roadmap to
the realisation of fusion energy. The roadmap outlines the most efficient way
to realise fusion electricity by 2050.

Further information: Eurofusion
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