
Economic Secretary visits Solihull to
highlight support for people facing
problem debt and mental health crisis

Economic Secretary John Glen visited Rethink in Solihull today (9th May)
to support Mental Health Awareness Week.
Visit comes one year since the launch of the Breathing Space scheme,
which has protected nearly 60,000 vulnerable individuals from creditor
action while they seek debt advice.
John Glen urges those in crisis who need help to seek advice from mental
health professionals and debt advice providers, such as Rethink Mental
Illness.

One year on from the launch of Breathing Space, nearly 60,000 people have
benefited from the government’s scheme. This has provided individuals in
problem debt with legal protection from creditor action while they seek debt
advice – including through measures such as freezing interest payments and
creditor enforcement for up to 60 days.

More than 900 of those taking this support entered “Mental Health Crisis
Breathing Spaces”, which extends the protections while they receive mental
health crisis treatment.

Economic Secretary to the Treasury, John Glen said:

Mental health is a challenge for us all – but these concerns can be
exacerbated for people who are experiencing a mental health crisis
and are in problem debt.

That’s why I launched the Breathing Space scheme one year ago and
will shortly be consulting on proposals for a Statutory Debt
Repayment Plan – to give people the confidence, support and clarity
they need to tackle problem debts.

The work Rethink Mental Illness are doing to support their clients
is transforming lives. So I would urge anyone struggling with their
mental health and in need of financial advice, to reach out to
their nearest debt advice provider for support.

Mr Glen welcomed the work Rethink are doing to support their clients and
raise awareness of the Mental Health Crisis Breathing Space. He urged others
in problem debt to seek advice from a mental health professional, debt advice
provider, or using the tools offered by the Money and Pensions Service.

The minister also thanked staff at Rethink for providing dedicated support to
members of the local community suffering with mental health issues and
problem debt. He discussed ways the government is tackling problem debt,
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including investing more than £90 million to support debt advice charities,
providing £3.8 million to pilot the No-interest Loans Scheme, and
accelerating the release of dormant assets funding. The latter of which has
made £96 million immediately available to Fair4All Finance to support their
work on financial inclusion.

The government will shortly be consulting on proposals for a Statutory Debt
Repayment Plan, which will enable someone in problem debt to repay most debts
over a manageable timetable. Individuals entering a repayment plan under the
scheme will benefit from a range of protections. This includes being shielded
from enforcement action by creditors, creditors being unable to contact a
debtor, and halting fees, additional interest on debts, and other charges,
while any outstanding arrears are managed.

Further information

Rethink are an organisation dedicated to helping people with mental
illness. They provide support to individuals in problem debt with mental
health issues including through the Mental Health Crisis Breathing Space
scheme, which is part of the Breathing Space scheme.
The Mental Health Crisis Breathing Space ensures that people with mental
health issues in problem debt can access mental health support first,
creating time and space for a person to get the treatment they need,
without having to worry about their debts growing or their creditors
contacting them during their treatment.
The government is providing £22 billion of support this financial year
to help individuals tackle the cost of living. This includes providing
an additional £500 million for the Household Support Fund, lowering the
Universal Credit taper rate to help people keep more of the money they
earn, and providing households with up to £350 each to help tackle
rising energy bills.
The latest Breathing Space data is published by the Insolvency Service
and is available on gov.uk. Between the launch of the Breathing Space
scheme on 4 May 2021, and 31 March 2022, there were 58,463
registrations, comprised of 57,555 Standard breathing space
registrations and 908 Mental Health breathing space registration.
Healthcare professionals can access further information and resources
about referring patients to MHCBS here.
If you are experiencing problem debt, or know a family member, friend or
carer of someone who is, further details are available here.
We are investing at least £2.3 billion per year for mental health
services by 2024 to support an additional two million people in England,
and last year invested £79 million in children’s mental health services,
providing around 22,500 more children and young people with access to
community health services and boosting support teams in schools and
colleges.
We provided an additional £500 million last year to accelerate our NHS
mental health expansion plans and to target people most affected by the
pandemic, and we are asking members of the public – including those with
experience of mental ill health – for their views to inform a new 10-
year mental health plan.
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On 12 April we launched a public call for evidence to support the
development of a new cross government ten-year plan for mental health.
This is a key part of our commitment to level up and improve unequal
outcomes and life chances across the country. This call for evidence
will be open for 12 weeks, closing on 5 July.
We are fully committed to attracting, training and recruiting the mental
health workforce of the future. Our aim is for there to be an additional
27,000 mental health professionals in the workforce by 2023/24 to
deliver the transformation of mental health services in England. We are
training a new dedicated mental health workforce for schools and
colleges with mental health support teams to cover an estimated 3
million children and young people by 2023.

Over £3.5 million announced for
repairs to collapsed flood wall in
Matlock

Funding announced to restore flood protection in Matlock, Derbyshire
Long-term solution to reinstate the River Derwent flood defences to
protect 50 homes and businesses from flooding
Community drop-in event in Matlock on 19 May for local people to find
out more about the work and the impact on roads and traffic

This will benefit over 50 homes and businesses by reinstating the River
Derwent flood defences.

Preparatory work is expected to start in early June and, while options are
still being assessed, it is likely this will involve temporary alterations to
Matlock Bridge to reinstate 2-way traffic for a period.

These essential works will pave the way for the main construction work due to
begin in summer to replace the flood wall behind businesses in Crown Square,
Matlock that collapsed after this year’s February storms.

Local people are invited to a community drop-in event in Matlock on 19 May
from 2:30pm to 5:30pm to find out more about these essential preparatory
works and the expected impact on roads and traffic*.

The longer-term work to reinstate the River Derwent flood defences follows a
temporary measure that the Environment Agency carried out last month in which
100 2-tonne rock-filled bags were transferred by crane into the River
Derwent, adding to the 50 bags that were placed there in February to reduce
erosion and limit damage to the Environment Agency flood wall.

Naomi Doughty, Project Manager for the Environment Agency, said:
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It’s great that funding for this major work has been secured to
protect 50 homes and businesses in Matlock from flooding.

We have started to design an engineered solution to replace the
collapsed wall that is likely to be delivered in multiple
construction phases. We aim to have the bulk of the work in place
before the winter. We’re keeping a close eye on the construction
programme and the need to consider temporary measures as a
contingency plan.

We then expect to continue work in stages throughout 2023 so we can
make the structure look more aesthetically pleasing and in-keeping
with the local character and heritage of Matlock.

We apologise in advance for any disruption caused by these works
and we’re grateful for the patience and support of the local
community.

Derbyshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Highways Assets and Transport,
Councillor Kewal Athwal Singh, said:

I’m pleased to see that the Environment Agency has found the money
to fix this important part of the flood defences for Matlock.

We realise that the work will mean some disruption to traffic in
the town, but this work needs doing as soon as possible to protect
homes and businesses.

A spokesperson for Derbyshire Dales District Council said:

Derbyshire Dales District Council is pleased to be able to work
with our partners at the Environment Agency and Derbyshire County
Council on this important project.

Sarah Dines, Member of Parliament for Derbyshire Dales said:

I am absolutely delighted to hear that the Environment Agency will
be reinstating the River Derwent flood defences. Resolving flooding
issues in Derbyshire Dales has been at the top of my list of
priorities since my election 2019.’

*Members of the public are invited to attend a drop in event to find out
about the essential flood defence enabling works which is being held on
Thursday 19 May from 2:30pm to 5:30pm at the Imperial Rooms, Imperial Road,
Matlock, DE4 3NL.

This is an opportunity for members of the public to speak with the project



team and learn more about the next phase of works, particularly the likely
impact on traffic movement and highways.

The initial cost estimates are between £3.5 milliion to £5 million due to
access being severely restricted which is likely to necessitate a large crane
to lift plant and materials into place. These initial cost estimates will be
refined as the design process takes shape and more detailed plans are
developed.

Following the collapse of a privately owned wall in February this year, the
Environment Agency instructed Jackson Civil Engineering to complete an
immediate repair by placing over 50 rock-filled bags in the River Derwent
using a large crane situated on the A6. These emergency works were completed
within 24 hours of the wall collapsing due to a forecast of further high-
water levels on the River Derwent.

Further flood prevention work was carried out in April which involved lifting
an additional 100 2-tonne rock-filled bags by a large crane situated on the
A6 into the River Derwent to reduce erosion and limit damage to an
Environment Agency flood wall that sits next to the privately owned wall that
has collapsed.

At the same time, a survey team gathered valuable geological information to
inform the longer-term engineering solution.

Speech by Defence Secretary on
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine

Good morning, and can I just thank the Deputy Director General of the
National Army Museum Mike O’Connor for hosting us here today in the National
Army Museum. I’m sorry the Director General can’t be here for personal
reasons, but I know he too had been very supportive of this event so thank
you.

And it is a wonderful museum for anyone who wants to come and visit. I
strongly recommend it, although it does make me feel a little old to see some
of the exhibits actually above you, that I used to travel in, now sitting in
a museum, as indeed the Challenger 1 tank is outside. So if you want to be
reminded of your age, it’s a visit to come to.

It is important to be here in the National Army Museum because I cannot
imagine a more appropriate backdrop to what I want to say today.

For here, amongst the amazing collections, are endless lessons from history.
The successes and the failures.
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We all know the adage: “Why do they only write books on lessons learned?
Because the book on lessons unlearned would be too big.”

In this building are great tales of bravery, examples of great leadership and
battle-winning technologies. But also in this museum are the stories of
British failure on the battlefield.

And throughout the hundreds of years of history – whether of victory or
defeat – there is one constant: the junior soldier. The Private, the
Rifleman, the Guardsman or the Trooper.

Whatever you call them, they are the ones who rarely get to write their own
history, or indeed get a say in their future, but it was their ranks that
gave the most and bled the most.

And it’s why good officers revere them, as the Squaddie or the Tommy or the
Jock. Often the last to know, but always the first to fight.

I know from my own time in uniform that to be young and to be in the service
of your country is indeed a fine thing. It is even finer when the cause that
you are serving is a just one.

But is it ever easy? Is it comfortable? Is it safe? Emphatically it is not.

It can be the most exciting thing in the world to be on operations, but
luckily few of us know what it is like to be surrounded, outnumbered and
attacked every day.

There are some brave souls left from the Korean War and even fewer from the
Second World War who do know.

It’s why you also find here the permanent exhibition simply called the
Soldier. Not just for learning about our past and our past battles but
honouring the experiences and sacrifices of the private soldier who fought
them.

Just over an hour ago and 1,500 miles away, the world was implored to listen
and watch Red Square. This is the Victory Parade in honour of the 77th
anniversary of the victory in the Great Patriotic War.

But really what President Putin wants is the Russian people, and the world,
to be awed and intimidated by that ongoing memorial to militarism.

And I believe that his ongoing and unprovoked conflict in Ukraine does
nothing but dishonour those same soldiers. Both the ones marching across Red
Square as I speak and all the forebearers they supposedly march to
commemorate.

Let me be clear, it is right to honour the sacrifice of those many, many
millions who contributed to Europe’s liberation from fascism and the Nazi
reign of terror.

It was a period of immeasurable destruction, atrocities and human suffering,



particularly in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union, including
Ukraine. There will be no mention in Moscow today, however, that much of the
suffering was self-inflicted by Stalin and his Generals.

While in Moscow in February, I accepted the honour of laying a wreath at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, beneath the vast red walls of the Kremlin
itself.

It stands in memory of those Russians who lost their lives fighting the
invading Nazis. As the inscription proclaims – their names are unknown, but
their deeds are immortal.

And as I stood in front of the Honour Guard – themselves so young and with
such uncertain fates even those few weeks later – my thoughts were for those
ordinary Russian soldiers, so many of them conscripts who found themselves in
a battle for personal and national survival against the Nazi regime.

I thought about the scale of their suffering across the Soviet Union, but
also how the suffering was used, then as it is now, to cover up the
inadequacy of those ruling in safety and comfort from behind the Kremlin
walls above and within the General Staff nearby.

Most Soviet conscripts hadn’t a chance. Their suffering was often needless.
In the absence of effective military leadership, many of their best officers
were purged by NKVD for “counter-revolutionary crimes”, while “barrier
troops” executed swathes of retreating soldiers, deemed “unpatriotic” for
failing to press on in the face of unassailable odds.

Fear and sycophancy dictated behaviours then, and today’s Russian Armed
Forces still carry that Soviet imprint – the imprint of amorality and
corruption.

Let us be honest with ourselves and be open to the inevitable charges of
hypocrisy.

All armies risk failures of leadership and sliding into depravity, from the
dehumanising of enemies and civilians, to the reckless discharging of that
most solemn power, the power to take another human’s life.

Because the profession of arms is, at its heart, the use of violent force in
the defence of civilisation and its most vulnerable members.

And that is why, in the British Army, our officers are instructed at
Sandhurst under the motto ‘serve to lead’ to know that true leadership is
service to their soldiers.

As Wellington himself put it “I consider nothing in this country so valuable
as the life and health of the British soldier”.

So while there may be incidents of questionable competence, ill-discipline
and unacceptable conduct, there is also, in this country, accountability and
adaptation.



Could the same ever be said of Russian Forces, with their quantity supposedly
a ‘quality all of its own’? Do their officers serve their soldiers? Do they
learn and adapt? Or do they seek only to comply and satisfy their higher
commanders?

Since February we have witnessed a systemic refusal to tell the truth up the
chain of command, and it is playing out. Consider the fact alone that mobile
crematoria trundle around the battlefields not just to hide Russian war
crimes, they are for their own soldiers’ corpses as well.

Imagine what it must do to the morale of a private soldier to know your
commanders have so little faith in their campaign that you are followed
around by those horrific contraptions. Or let’s consider the fate of a single
unit, such as the 331st Guards Parachute Regiment, allegedly the “best of the
best” in the VDV. The so called ‘elite’ Russian Airborne Forces. Supposedly
professional soldiers, reportedly well-equipped, well-trained, and well-led.

At the start of the invasion they were tasked with seizing Hostomel airfield
on the outskirts of Kyiv, assessed to be planned as the airhead for
reinforcement of subsequent operations to seize the capital.

A significant proportion of the Ukrainian defenders were reservists, and
despite significant Russian advantages their resistance was ferocious and
brave, with the airfield changing hands several times within the first 72
hours of the invasion.

As Russian Forces sought to consolidate the area they advanced into the
nearby towns of Hostomel, Irpin and Bucha. Those places sadly, we now know,
will forever be associated with the most despicable of war crimes.

The fighting within them was intense, and open source footage alone shows the
dozens of destroyed Russian vehicles and streets littered with dead troops.

The 331st paid a particularly heavy price for having had to advance in haste,
without a coherent operational plan, only light air-mobile armoured vehicles,
and insufficient combat needed to sustain such fighting.

Back in the unit’s hometown of Kostroma, in Western Russia, worried family
members began posting online.

Some confirmed the deaths of their loved ones with loving tributes. The wife
of a Warrant Officer wrote “My most reliable, loving and caring husband. Now
you are in heaven and you will protect us. You will always live in our
hearts.”

And as news of growing casualties spread, some posted their increasing
concern and condemned the Russian military for sending them to their deaths
in Ukraine.

On the memorial wall for Sergeant Sergei Duganov one woman wrote: “nobody
knows anything. The 331st Regiment is disappearing”.

Others wrote that “ordinary boys are dying for no good reason”. The



accusations President Putin had decided to “play war” and “sent thousands of
guys to die”.

And what were all those sacrifices allegedly for on that poorly planned and
badly executed operation?

On 29th March, Russian Deputy Minister Alexander Fomin announced the
withdrawal of Russian forces from the Kyiv area and the evacuation of
Hostomel airfield.

The axis of advance from Belarus to Kyiv had been repelled and was abandoned
for those shell-shocked troops to now support a new offensive in the East.

Ukraine’s moral component had led those brave fighters to defeat the Russian
Army, poorly equipped and poorly led, and so it should have been.

Today in Moscow it should be a day of reflection. It should be a day to
commemorate the suffering, all be it at such unnecessary levels, of the
ordinary Russians in the Second World war.

And it should also be about the culpability of Stalin and his Generals whose
1939 non-aggression pact with the Nazi’s allowed both sides to dismember
Poland, including the cold-blooded execution of Polish officers in the Katyn
Massacre in March 1940.

In 2020, President Putin mentioned the infamous Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact in
another one of his long essays, this time celebrating the 75th Anniversary of
the end of the ‘Great Patriotic War’.

Even as President Putin’s essays go this was a masterpiece of fiction. He
brushes aside the pact, which not only saw Soviet forces train and supply the
Nazi troops that they would later fight, but it led to the systematic
invasion, occupation, liquidation and transport of the occupants of Poland,
Finland, Lithuania, Estonia, Latvia and Romania.

Putin dismisses these all, claiming Molotov’s pact was an “act of personal
power that in no way reflected the will of the Soviet people.”

If that’s the case, then it would be yet another example of Russia’s elites
deceiving and exploiting their long-suffering population.

But the governments did collude, with tragic consequences for their soldiers
and all the citizens of the Soviet Union.

And Putin must not be allowed to erase such uncomfortable facts in an attempt
to mythologise the official national history as one of simply ‘smashing’
Nazism.

Of course, such blatant rewriting of history is not unique to President Putin
and the Kremlin propagandists. There’s even the proverb that ‘Russia is a
country with a certain future, it is only its past that is unpredictable’.

But in going to such extremes to justify this current war of choice he and



his generals are now ripping up both Russia’s past and its future.

Through their invasion of Ukraine, Putin, his inner circle and generals are
now mirroring the fascism and tyranny of 77 years ago, repeating the errors
of last century’s totalitarian regimes.

They are showing the same disregard for human life, national sovereignty, and
the rules-based international system. The very system, not least the United
Nations Charter itself, that we conceived together and for which we fought
and were victorious together in the hope of saving future generations from
the scourge of war.

Their unprovoked, illegal, senseless, and self-defeating invasion of Ukraine;
their attacks against innocent civilians and their homes. Their widespread
atrocities, including the deliberate targeting of women and children; they
all corrupt the memory of past sacrifices and Russia’s once-proud global
reputation.

The response to this failure by Russian Forces on the ground in Ukraine has
itself been a disgraceful display of self-preservation, doubling down on
failure, anger, dishonesty and scapegoating.

The behaviour of the Russian General staff has shown that their own self-
preservation comes first. War crimes, targeting civilians, and the casualty
rates in their own Battalion Tactical Groups are all secondary concerns.

The truth is that Russia’s General Staff are failing and they know it.

While I am angry at the behaviour of their army, I do not in any way remove
culpability from the ordinary soldier for what horrors they are inflicting. I
am equally angry at the General Staff’s absence of integrity and leadership –
which should go up as well as down – and should be expected of all
professional military officers.

All professional soldiers should be appalled at the behaviour of the Russian
Army. Not only are they engaged in an illegal invasion and war crimes, but
their top brass have failed their own rank and file to the extent they should
face court martial.

I know soldiers in the Russian army will not get a voice and there will be
thousands of mothers and wives who do not agree with this illegal war, who
will be asking themselves why these things happened.

They will of course be shamed into silence by the FSB and others. But for
them let me read the charge sheet that perhaps should be laid at the feet of
the General Staff of the Russian Army:

Bad battle preparation, poor operational planning, inadequate equipment and
support and most importantly corruption and the moral component.

First, battle preparation. Perhaps most importantly Russian forces were not
told what their mission was until they crossed the border into Ukraine, so
they weren’t even given the opportunity to prepare.



There were even reports of Russian troops in Belarus selling the fuel for
their vehicles the week before the invasion because they had repeatedly been
told it was all just an exercise.

It was no surprise that their logistics system collapsed after 70km, leaving
the Russian army in the world’s longest traffic jam where they were not only
vulnerable to attack but quickly ran out of food and fuel. I have no doubt
that their resorting to raiding nearby communities led to many of the
atrocities.

No meaningful Russian air support appeared for the first week and, unable to
achieve air superiority, they had a limited role in the ground offence,
having clearly not done any planning to support the Army or integrated land
operations.

Likewise Russian special forces, who have made and promoted their own macho
videos openly mocking western armies for being inclusive of minorities and
women, were resoundingly defeated by Ukrainian militia forces, often
incorporating minorities and women. The farce of their commanders’ failures
has led to certain VDV and Marine units reportedly suffered up to 80%
casualties against those non-regular Ukrainian forces.

And it’s all because in a military profession they failed to conduct adequate
battle preparation. Why else were there such large numbers of first echelon
supply trucks full of riot gear?

Poor operational planning is the second charge. The Russian’s original
‘thunder run’ plan was based on that nationalist imperialist view that
Ukrainians aren’t a real culture with the determination to resist and it led
to those countless videos of ambushed columns of vehicles being burnt out.

And despite that, the Russian generals’ refusal to report ground truth for
fear of their own positions within the military has meant that ever more
forces were pushed into the traffic jam of that Kyiv convoy, even days after
it was clear that the strategy had failed.

The subsequent siege and bombardment strategy failed, after it became clear
the levels of resistance meant that at least a third of the force was
required to take a single city. As the brave defenders of Mariupol are
demonstrating even now, modern weapons and the moral force of a people
determined to be free, to ensure their state, to ensure defensive dominance
is also possible through that moral component. And that is why the Russian
forces are failing.

Throughout the Russian Forces’ operation and across all domains their
commanders’ failures to conduct appropriate operational planning has been
nothing but a betrayal of their soldiers and airmen who have paid the price
with their lives.

Thirdly, inadequate equipment and support. Russian vehicles had not been
maintained properly and immobilised many logistics vehicles, leading to cheap
tyres being blown out and truck axle hub failures, all due to poor



maintenance or the money for that maintenance being taken elsewhere.

As an aside, the sheer amount of footage from Ukrainian drones suggests to me
that they also lack wider air defence and counter-UAV system.

Almost none of their vehicles contain situational awareness and digital
battle management. Vehicles are frequently found with 1980s paper maps of
Ukraine in them.

But it’s not just ground forces. ‘GPS’ receivers have been found taped to the
dashboards of downed Russian SU-34s so the pilots knew where they were, due
to the poor quality of their own systems.

The result is that whilst Russia have large amounts of artillery and armour
that they like parading, they are unable to leverage them for combined arms
manoeuvre and just resort to mass indiscriminate barrages.

Their limited stockpiles of air-delivered precision weapons, demonstrated by
a steep drop off in use after the second week, has meant that the Air Force
has also fallen back on dropping imprecise dumb munitions on urban areas.

On the ground, and despite knowing they were going to face Anti-Tank Guided
Missiles, and all the lessons of the recent Karabakh conflict, the Russians
didn’t invest in effective systems to protect even their most advanced tanks.

Remember the T-14? Presumably still just for victory parades.

Russian soldiers’ futile use of pine logs as makeshift protection on
logistical trucks and attaching overhead ‘cope cages’ to their tanks, it’s
nothing short of tragic. But their commanders’ failures to adapt before
entering them into such a conflict is criminal.

And there is a complete shortage of all medical services, with overflowing
civilian hospitals in Belarus and Ukrainian civilian surgeries being forced
to provide medical aid to the same desperate Russian forces who invaded their
homes.

And there’s the difference. Report after report I see of Ukrainian soldiers
helping injured and wounded Russian forces. The noblest of all on the
battlefield, to look after your enemy as sometimes they are your own. That
leads me to the fourth and most serious charge that should be laid at the
generals – of corruption and the failure of the moral component.

Caring for your own wounded – ‘never leaving a man behind’ – is one of the
sacred tenets of all martial cultures, but apparently not the Russian Forces.

How could these Generals commit their own troops knowing they were without
the necessary medical support to care for them when injured in the pursuit of
the orders they themselves issued?

It is just another example of the moral decay in the Russian Forces. Rotten
downwards, from the Chief of the General Staff down, where ultimately the
blame must lie.



Conscripts taken into a conflict zone unknowingly and illegally against
Russian law, despite recent government claims to their families that no such
thing would be done.

Even when Ukrainian citizens have tried to indicate that buildings are
sheltering civilians with signs marked out with ‘medical’ or ‘children’ the
Russians have largely ignored them and then created false stories to try and
cover the bombing.

Tens of thousands of Ukrainian civilians forcibly relocated Eastwards. A
quarter of the population refugees, over two thirds of children.

Women and children raped and then murdered. A “terrifying echo of the Red
Army’s mass rapes committed in 1945” according to historian Sir Antony
Beevor.

Ukrainian mayors abducted and tortured for their non-violent resistance.
Abandoned Russian vehicles found full of looted white goods. Russian soldiers
filmed in post offices mailing home endless boxes of stolen goods.

But such open and shameless corruption does mean a complete record of who
those soldiers are. We know who they are, where they have been and what
crimes they have committed. It’s being created and filed and can be used to
bring them and their commanders to justice as well.

Because the Generals’ ‘butcher’s bill’ is also being paid by the many
thousands of innocent Ukrainian victims of this conflict.

Which, I just want to say, that the international community will hold to
account all those responsible for these atrocities that the world is
witnessing Russian Forces commit in Ukraine.

We are watching and, as I have said, we are recording.

Because we must protect civilians and their human rights, no matter their
nationality, the cause of the conflict, or the perpetrator of their crime.

So, all those responsible, from Commander-in-Chief to deployed tactical
commander, should know that their actions are not without consequence and
that ‘to know is to be responsible’.

It is also important to recognise the countless thousands of young Russian
men leaving their own mothers without sons, wives widowed, and children
fatherless. Nothing more than a failure of leadership and a betrayal of
command.

To characterise such a situation as anything other than a human tragedy for
both sides denies the reality.

And to conflate it with the sacrifices of the Great Patriotic War disgraces
the memories of the Immortal Regiment, each and every one of those family
portraits held aloft in the parades held across Russia today should realise.



We all wish this senseless war did not need to be fought but – like the vast
majority of the world – we cannot stand by without giving Ukrainians the
means to defend themselves.

That is why the British Government – the whole United Kingdom – stands in
solidarity with Ukraine, supporting their courageous defence of sovereignty,
territorial integrity, and the simple right to a peaceful and prosperous
future, just as we did for the Soviet Union all those years ago.

Their sacrifices in the past to defeat fascism should not be forgotten, but
nor must the lessons about what lies in store for the perpetrators of such
unprovoked brutality.

Shame on those who seek to use the suffering of ordinary Russians as a
launchpad for their own imperial ambitions. They are the ones who truly
insult the memory of the Immortal Regiment.

So let’s call out the absurdity of Russian generals – resplendent in their
manicured parade uniforms, weighed down by their gold braid and glistening
medals.

They are utterly complicit in Putin’s hijacking of their forebears’ proud
history; of defending against a ruthless invasion; of repelling fascism; of
sacrificing themselves for a higher purpose.

And now, they are the ones inflicting needless suffering in the service of
lowly gangsterism.

And for them and for Putin there can be no ‘Victory Day’, only dishonour and
surely defeat in Ukraine.

They might seek to control Russians’ futures through their past but in the
end the past catches up with you.

Public urged to report sightings of
the tree pest oak processionary moth

The Forestry Commission has today urged the public to report sightings of oak
processionary moth caterpillars. We are now entering the greatest risk period
as the caterpillars emerge between May and July to feed before turning into
adult moths.

Oak processionary moth, which is a tree pest, was first identified in London
in 2006 and has since spread to some surrounding counties in the South East
of England. Its caterpillars and their nests contain hairs which can cause
itchy rashes, eye and throat irritations, and should not be touched under any
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circumstances.

Oak processionary moth caterpillars also feed on the leaves of several
species of oak trees. This can cause the trees to lose their leaves,
negatively impacting their growth, and become more vulnerable to other
stresses, like drought.

Andrew Hoppit, Oak Processionary Moth Project Manager,
said:

At this time of year, many of us enjoy being outdoors in green
spaces of all kinds. If you live in London and the surrounding
areas, it’s really important for you to be aware of the health
risks posed by tree pests like oak processionary moth.

Any sightings should be reported to the Forestry Commission via our
TreeAlert portal. Alternatively, you can email
opm@forestrycommission.gov.uk or call 0300 067 4442.

Professor Nicola Spence, UK Chief Plant Health Officer,
said:

Reporting any sightings of oak processionary moth to the Forestry
Commission will help to protect people, minimise the pest’s spread
and help ensure our precious oak trees remain a much loved feature
of the landscape.

The caterpillars and their nests can pose a health risk to the
public because of their hairs. I would urge the public not to touch
them, and for pets and livestock to be kept away.

In addition, Defra, together with the Forestry Commission, is set to launch a
grant as part of the Tree Health Pilot to help tackle oak processionary moth.
Open to applications from Wednesday 18 May, the OPM Groups Grant will fund
the surveying of oak trees within local communities in London and the South
East, and thus support efforts to better understand the risks and appropriate
management of oak processionary moth. To ease the administrative process and
encourage cooperative action in local communities, it will pay for a lead
facilitator to form a group of local landowners who all need support to
tackle the hazardous pest. This builds on existing support and guidance
available to help minimise the impact and spread of the pest.

A Government programme to manage oak processionary moth has been in place
since 2012. Over the last five years, £10 million has been invested into oak
health, including the management of oak processionary moth, as well as
research to develop novel control techniques and new policy responses.

https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/tree-alert/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-health-pilot-scheme


How to identify oak processionary moth caterpillars

Nests are typically dome or teardrop-shaped, averaging the size of a
tennis ball. They are white when fresh, but soon become discoloured and
brown. The caterpillars have black heads and bodies covered in long
white hairs which contain proteins which can cause itchy rashes, eye,
and throat irritations. They can also occasionally cause breathing
difficulties in people and pets, so should not be touched under any
circumstances.
A public information leaflet covering how to identify OPM and methods of
control is available here.
For more information, visit ‘Managing Oak Processionary Moth in
England’.

Further information:

Permit variations issued for Horse
Hill oilfield

Press release

Operator will be able to construct new boreholes and carry out other
activities to support production.

The Environment Agency has issued permit variations to Horse Hill
Developments Ltd (HHDL) for its operations at Horse Hill well site.

These will allow the operator to:

construct up to 4 new boreholes in addition to the 2 boreholes already
constructed
use 2 of the 6 boreholes as reinjection wells to support production
carry out well treatments such as an acid wash and solvent treatments
run 90-day well tests for each of the 4 additional wells before they are
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either added as production wells at the site, or abandoned
undertake an injectivity test within one of the wells (HH-2z) and any
other wells as dictated by HHDL
incinerate natural gas at a rate not exceeding 10 tonnes per day during
production operations. This to continue until it can be demonstrated
that the incineration of natural gas is no longer considered Best
Available Technique through a cost benefit analysis.

An Environment Agency spokesperson said:

An environmental permit sets out stringent conditions that all oil
and gas sites must adhere to. We will not issue an environmental
permit for a site if we consider that activities taking place will
cause significant pollution to the environment or harm to human
health.

The decision to issue these permit variations follows our review of
comments received during the last period of public consultation
which closed on 31 March 2022.

When making permit decisions, we use information on the potential
environmental and human health impacts of the activity. In deciding
to issue these permit variations, the Environment Agency considered
all relevant considerations and legal requirements.

Further information, including the consultation Decision Document.

Previous public consultations on the permit variations took place in March
2022 and in March-April 2021.

For further information, please email KSLE@environment-agency.gov.uk.

These permit variations are issued subject to HHDL having all other correct
permissions in place from our regulatory partners before they use it.

See further details of the recent public consultation that closed on 31 March
2022.

For further information on how we determine applications, the time scales
involved and how we regulate Onshore Oil and Gas, please see the following:

Public consultations
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