
Press release: Solicitor General
visits University of Law in Chester to
mark National Pro Bono Week

Solicitor General Robert Buckland QC MP will be visiting the University of
Law (ULaw) in Chester today (6 November) to meet law students and take part
in a Streetlaw session with local school pupils.

His visit marks the start of National Pro Bono Week, a nationwide campaign to
raise awareness of the important work done by legal professionals and the
voluntary sector to help people gain access to justice.

The Solicitor will visit the University of Law’s pro bono department at the
Chester campus and will meet with students working with the National Centre
for Domestic Violence (NCDV) which provides a free, fast emergency injunction
service to survivors of domestic violence.

As part of the programme students are given full training to interview the
clients over the phone and then fill in the necessary forms online that would
allow injunctions to be issued. The work often leads to them acting as
Mackenzie friends which involves assisting and advising a litigant in person,
in the preparation of their case and during the hearing.

The Streetlaw event will see school children learning about the legal issues
related to filming at school and then posting the footage online via social
media.

The Solicitor General, Robert Buckland, QC MP said:

“It’s fantastic to meet future lawyers offering advice through pro bono
initiatives. Many start their pro bono work while they are students and
continue that important commitment throughout their careers.

“Pro bono work provides a vital contribution to our society and helps legal
professionals maintain strong connections to the community.

“The Streetlaw programme is helping to educate the next generation of
lawyers, while providing participants with important knowledge on legal
issues that relate to them.”

Carol Draycott, Dean of The University of Law(ULaw)’s Chester campus, said:

“At ULaw we are committed to providing our students with first-hand practical
experience and through our pro bono programme we have been able to help a
number of people who might otherwise not have easy access to legal advice.

“We are honoured that the Solicitor General has taken time to visit us during
such an important week designed to promote and highlight the voluntary work
done by legal professionals.”
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Streetlaw is a national, public legal education project that is delivered by
law students in universities across England and Wales. The students deliver
interactive and engaging legal workshops that aim to educate community groups
and school children about the law as it relates to them.

Press release: UK named “Country of
Honour” as trade mission heads to
flagship Chinese International
Industry Fair

A business delegation including of some of the UK’s best advanced
manufacturing and innovation companies will head to China this week to boost
growing bilateral trade and investment ties.

Minister for Trade and Export Promotion, Baroness Rona Fairhead, and Minister
for the Northern Powerhouse, Jake Berry, will be joined by 100 leading
business figures from across the Northern Powerhouse, Midlands Engine and the
East of England to represent Britain at the Chinese International Industrial
Fair (CIIF), where the UK has been named Country of Honour.

The UK and China enjoy strong trade links, with bilateral trade increasing by
8.9% last year to more than £59 billion, and goods exports to China rocketing
by 32%.

Ministers believe there is huge potential to build on this progress and
expand trade ties, especially for smaller businesses based in the East of
England, Midlands and the North. The trade mission to Shanghai has been
designed to showcase these companies and demonstrate what they have to offer
to their Chinese counterparts.

Delegates include:

Johnson Matthey, a global leader in sustainable technology who have made
a strong commitment to support the Chinese alternative energy vehicle
industry
Liverpool Vision, who are seeking to attract further Chinese investment
into the Liverpool City Region through city-city links
Domino Printing, a provider of coding and marking solutions for Chinese
enterprise, who are looking to build on their relationships which have
been established since 1995

Baroness Fairhead will also meet with prominent UK businesses based in China
to explore how the Department of International Trade can continue to expand
support for new exporters as well as companies with an existing presence in
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the Chinese market.

China’s services imports have more than tripled since 2010, making China
already the second largest importer of services worldwide. China’s middle
class is expected to number 600 million by 2020, greater than the current
entire population of the European Union, presenting unrivalled opportunities
for UK business.

Minister for Trade and Export Promotion, Baroness Rona Fairhead, said:

UK exports to China are growing strongly, but it’s clear that there
is still vast untapped demand for British goods and services in the
Chinese market.

The opportunities for growth are there, and we will continue to use
trade missions not only to build the UK culture of exporting, but
also to help businesses of all sizes forge ties and cultivate
relationships with potential buyers and investors.

As part of his visit Jake Berry will be attending the Northern Powerhouse Day
that the Chinese International Industrial Fair is holding along with key
members of the UK delegation.

Minister for the Northern Powerhouse, Jake Berry, said:

Northern Powerhouse businesses have so much to offer so it’s
fantastic to see them at this year’s Chinese International
Industrial Fair in Shanghai, demonstrating the strengths and
opportunities for investment in the region.

This trade mission represents an exciting opportunity for the UK
and China to build on an already flourishing commercial
relationship.

The CIIF is the flagship event for advanced manufacturing in China, with more
than 2,500 exhibitors and 160,000 visitors. It covers new energy vehicles,
big data, robotics, aerospace and clean energy amongst other innovative
technology.

As the Country of Honour, the UK trade mission will demonstrate the strength
of British advanced manufacturing and emphasise that Britain is open for
business as we prepare to exit the European Union.

The UK pavilion will exhibit the very best of the UK business, featuring
companies including Jaguar Land Rover, Rolls Royce, Graphene Institute,
Shadow Robotics and McLaren.

Baroness Fairhead will also visit Chongqing where she will attend the China-
UK graphene standards working group, promoting the UK’s leading role in the



research, development of and commercialisation of graphene. UK companies are
already benefiting from the use of the innovative material, which is 200
times stronger than steel, and it is expected to open up vast new markets
around the world for British businesses.

Contact the DIT Media and Digital Team on 020 7008 3333

Follow us: @tradegovuk, gov.uk/dit

News story: HMCTS Reform Roadshows

Over the next year, we will be hosting a number of roadshows, aimed at legal
professionals, to engage and gain feedback on the reform programme and ideas
for the future.

These events will be held in each region, and will be advertised locally.

Please use the links below to register interest in attending:

We will add more venues to this list as they are confirmed.

Press release: Brokenshire in Brussels
to meet key EU officials

The Secretary of State is in Brussels to continue his engagement with key
stakeholders in between Brexit negotiation rounds. Mr Brokenshire will inform
and update leading EU figures on the current political situation in Northern
Ireland as well as emphasising the unique issues affecting NI as the UK
prepares to leave the EU.

The Secretary of State will meet Michel Barnier, the European Union’s Chief
Brexit Negotiator, and update him on talks to form an NI Executive and the
remaining political challenges Northern Ireland faces in relation to exiting
the EU.

He will also hold meetings with Sir Julian King, the British European
Commissioner, to discuss the latest security developments in Northern
Ireland, and Phil Hogan, the European Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural
Development, to discuss Northern Ireland’s agricultural interests in view of
Brexit.
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The Secretary of State will use the opportunity to update MEPs, including
those from across the island of Ireland, on talks to restore an Executive at
Stormont and discuss the unique economic, social and political context of
Northern Ireland in view of Brexit.

Speaking ahead of his visit, Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Rt Hon
James Brokenshire MP said:

My visit to Brussels today comes at an important time. Negotiations
are underway and we want to secure an agreement that delivers for
all parts of the UK, including Northern Ireland. “As Secretary of
State I am fully committed to ensuring that, as negotiations
progress, the interests of Northern Ireland are protected and
advanced, through the development of specific solutions to address
its unique circumstances.

Of course it would be better if there were an Executive in place,
with whom we could also engage directly, and that is why we are
working to ensure the resumption of stable devolved government in
Northern Ireland. I and my department will continue to advocate for
Northern Ireland’s interests and needs at the heart of Government.

We are going to make the most of the opportunities that our
departure presents to Northern Ireland – getting out into the world
and doing business right across the globe, while at home building a
UK that works for everyone.

As I have said previously, the UK Government fully recognises the
shared history that exists between the people on the island of
Ireland as well as between Ireland and Great Britain so maintaining
the Common Travel Area and preserving the Belfast (Good Friday)
Agreements are top priorities for us.

Northern Ireland is the only part of the UK to share a land border
with an EU member state, and we recognise the flow of traffic
across the border on a daily basis for people going about their
daily business is essential as we move forward. There must be no
physical infrastructure at the border.

I believe that specific solutions can be found to Northern
Ireland’s unique circumstances, and the UK Government will do all
in its power to secure an outcome that works for all parts of the
United Kingdom. I will be reinforcing this message during my



discussions.

During a keynote speech Mr Brokenshire will tell members of the European
Policy Centre, EU officials and the assembled media that Northern Ireland is
immeasurably in a better place today than it was 20 years ago but we must
continue to tackle the challenges of today. A full transcript of the
Secretary of State’s speech will be published upon delivery.

Press release: Every part of Wales
must flourish after Brexit

UK Government Ministers Robin Walker and Alun Cairns will today (6 Nov) meet
with a panel of Welsh businesses, universities and the voluntary and farming
sectors in Cardiff as part of ongoing engagement on the opportunities and
challenges of exiting the EU.

This meeting will follow an evidence session with the National Assembly for
Wales where the ministers will answer questions on the EU Withdrawal Bill.

The visit is part of an ongoing programme of engagement with all parts of the
UK on Brexit, and builds on recent visits to Wales by the First Secretary of
State Damian Green, Environment Secretary Michael Gove and International
Trade Secretary Liam Fox.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:

As we continue to make decisive steps towards our exit from the EU,
we are committed to bringing all of the UK with us – ensuring that
every sector’s voice is heard and that every nation is able to
flourish from day one of departure.

The people of Wales want to make Brexit a success and both the
Welsh Government and UK Government want the same thing – we want
Wales to prosper and we want an agreement for the whole of the UK
with the European Union. As we leave the EU, Wales will share the
benefits of the UK’s new role as a strong, global, free-trading
nation.

That is why we are stepping up our engagement with key sectors in
Wales throughout the exit process. I’m delighted to welcome Robin
Walker to Cardiff today to continue those discussions.
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Minister at the Department for Exiting the EU, Robin Walker said:

We are committed to securing a deal that works for the entire
United Kingdom, enabling Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland and
England to fully embrace the opportunities our EU exit offers.

As we continue our unprecedented level of engagement on Brexit, I
look forward to hearing from key sectors in Wales about their
priorities for Brexit and to updating them on negotiations and the
progress of the Withdrawal Bill.

The Withdrawal Bill is a key piece of legislation in the national interest
which will convert EU law to UK law on exit day, ensuring we leave the EU
with certainty, continuity and control. The Bill will enter committee stage
on November 14th.

The Secretary of State for Wales established the Expert Panel to work with
him to deliver a smooth and orderly exit from the EU in Wales. The third
meeting today builds on the constructive conversations they have already had,
helping to contribute to the UK’s negotiating position.

NOTES

The Ministers will be appearing in front of the National Assembly for
Wales’ Constitutional and Legislative Committee and External Affairs and
Additional Legislation Committee.


