
Press release: Lead non-executive
director appointment for Cabinet
Office

Sir John Parker has been appointed as the lead non-executive director for the
Cabinet Office and will take up the role from 15 November.

Sir John has a wealth of leadership and boardroom experience in industry
ranging from shipbuilding and mining, to utilities, aerospace and central
banking. He is currently Chairman of Pennon group and Laing O’Rourke, as well
as holding non-executive director roles at Carnival Corporation and Airbus.
On 31 October 2017, he stepped down as Chairman from Anglo American plc after
8+ years. He previously chaired National Grid plc and the Court of the Bank
of England. Sir John has also held senior non-executive roles at British Gas,
the British Coal Corporation and the Industrial Development Board of Northern
Ireland.

Last year, Sir John completed a review of the UK Naval Shipbuilding Strategy
for the Ministry of Defence and chaired the review for government on Ethnic
Diversity on Boards.

First Secretary of State and Minister for the Cabinet Office Damian Green
welcomed Sir John’s appointment, saying:

I am delighted that Sir John Parker is joining the Cabinet Office
Board as the lead non-executive director. He brings to this role
significant experience from a number of businesses, as well as a
passion for inclusion and diversity. His commercial expertise and
experience of driving reform will be of huge benefit to the
department and I look forward to working with him.

Sir John Parker said:

I am honoured to accept this appointment and look forward to
endeavouring to add value in the role.
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projects by PHE to help prevent HIV

Public Health England (PHE) has announced the projects which have been
awarded funding from the HIV Prevention Innovation Fund for 2017 to 2018. The
projects have been chosen from across England to receive total funding of
£600,000 from the Department of Health through PHE.

PHE received over 70 submissions from different organisations for funding for
local HIV prevention initiatives. Projects that provided innovation were
welcome, especially those that:

acknowledge and address the wider determinants of high risk behaviour
promote the prompt diagnosis of both HIV and other STIs, especially
among men who have sex with men (MSM)
address stigma associated with HIV
integrate HIV prevention into health promotion and service delivery in
other health areas
support increased knowledge, awareness and understanding including of
pre-exposure prophylaxis for HIV, especially in currently underserved
populations

HIV remains a public health concern despite major advances in treatment and
reductions in diagnosis. In 2015, an estimated 101,000 people in the UK had
HIV with 13,500 unaware and at risk of unknowingly passing on the virus to
others. The risk of infection is higher in certain groups of the population;
such as gay and bisexual men and Black African communities. However, targeted
and innovative local initiatives that reach out to these and other groups can
help reduce the risk of people contracting or passing on HIV.

Two examples of local initiatives receiving funding from PHE are the Sex Talk
project run by National Prison Radio which will create information designed
for prisoners to address issues of stigma around HIV and the Sholay Love
project run by NAZ which aims to raise awareness of HIV and STIs and
encourage testing amongst south Asian gay men in London, Bradford and Leeds.

Commenting on the innovation fund and the winning projects, Public Health
Minister Steve Brine said:

Now in its third year, the HIV Prevention Fund continues to foster
local innovation projects which aim to tackle HIV in more targeted
and impactful ways, especially for those most at risk. The 12
projects announced today will boost local action and spread best
practice to further reduce rates of HIV across the whole country.

Professor John Newton, Director of Health Improvement, PHE said:

The HIV Innovation Fund continues to foster new approaches to HIV
prevention. The 12 projects receiving funding have been chosen as
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they offer new and exciting ways to address key issues in HIV
prevention, working particularly with groups at high risk. These
projects will help share innovation and best practice around the
country, helping other areas to replicate progress in London on
lowering rates of HIV.

More information
The 12 HIV Innovation Fund projects are:

Digital anti–stigma campaign (developing digital content, videos and
social marketing targeting higher risk communities) – Martin Fisher
Foundation, Brighton and Hove
I Am Because We Are (Challenging HIV issues and stigma within Black
African communities) – BHA For Equality, Greater Manchester
Improving uptake and safe use of PrEP in underserved populations
(creating online assessment tools for PrEP and facilitating safe usage)
– Terence Higgins Trust, Bristol, North Somerset and South
Gloucestershire
MAP Tyne and Wear (capturing local knowledge about male sex workers to
inform and shape other sexual health services) – Gateshead, Sunderland
and North Tyneside
“MIND” The Gap (developing a HIV and sexual health training programme
for mental health service staff) – Herts Aid, Hertfordshire and
Bedfordshire
PrEP (raising awareness of PrEP amongst MSM, BME and trans communities)
– Spectra, South West London
Prepping for PrEP (improving awareness of PrEP amongst at risk African
communities by engaging key community members) – Positive East, East
London and Hertfordshire
PROMOTE (creating digital outreach and support services for male sex
workers and their clients) – Bristol Drugs Project, Bristol
Reducing Barriers to Testing (facilitating self-testing within Black
African communities – Terence Higgins Trust, Wolverhampton
Sex Talk on National Prison Radio (creating information for prisoners to
address issues of stigma around HIV) – Prison Radio Association,
England, Wales and Scotland
Sholay Love (raising awareness of HIV and STIs and encouraging testing
amongst south Asian gay men) – NAZ, London, Bradford, Leeds
The Morning After Project (providing education and harm reduction in
chemsex via a dedicated project worker) – Summit House Support, Dudley

Background

PHE Innovation Fund:

The National HIV Prevention Innovation Fund is funded by the allocation from
the Department of Health to PHE for HIV prevention and sexual health
promotion. This is the third year of the innovation fund in which PHE have
awarded funding to a total of 32 projects (7 in 2015 to 2016, 13 in 2016 to



2017 and 12 in 2017 to 2018). Projects submitting HIV prevention proposals to
the HIV Innovation Fund must have local authority endorsement in order to be
eligible for the fund. The innovation fund is advertised at the HIV
Prevention England website where application details are available.

HIV in the UK, 2016 PHE report:

The HIV in the UK 2016 report, estimated 101,200 people were living with HIV
in the UK in 2015. Of those, 13,500 or 13% were unaware of their infection
and at risk of passing on the virus to others. The majority, 69% were men and
31% were women. The HIV prevalence in the UK is estimated to be 1.6 per 1,000
population, or 0.16%. HIV incidence among gay, bisexual and other MSM remains
high. HIV incidence (the number of new infections) among gay, bisexual and
other MSM, hereafter referred to as gay or bisexual men, remains consistently
high; in England an estimated 2,800 gay or bisexual men acquired HIV in 2015
with the vast majority acquiring the virus within the UK. Overall in 2015,
47,000 gay or bisexual men were estimated to be living with HIV, of whom
5,800 or 12% remained undiagnosed. (Updated estimates of the number of people
living with HIV will be published by PHE on 15 November 2017).

HIV: Surveillance, data and management:

The HIV in the UK Health Protection Report and annual HIV data tables
comprise the number of HIV diagnoses, late HIV diagnoses and numbers
accessing HIV care. Data can be interrogated and analysed at Local Authority
level via an online tool allowing a range of outputs to be generated. The
December 2016 edition of Health Matters, PHE’s resource for local authorities
and health professionals focuses on increasing HIV testing.

HIV testing:

It is easy to get tested for HIV. Testing is freely available through GP
surgeries, local hospitals and sexual health clinics as well as on self-
sampling and self-testing (see NHS Choices for further information). As well
as getting tested, using a condom with new or casual partners protects
against HIV and other STIs.

Public Health England (PHE)

Public Health England exists to protect and improve the nation’s health and
wellbeing, and reduce health inequalities. We do this through world-leading
science, knowledge and intelligence, advocacy, partnerships and the delivery
of specialist public health services. We are an executive agency of the
Department of Health, and are a distinct organisation with operational
autonomy to advise and support government, local authorities and the NHS in a
profesionally independent manner. Follow us on Twitter: @PHE_uk and Facebook:
www.facebook.com/PublicHealthEngland.
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Speech: Environment Secretary sets out
plans to enhance environmental
standards

I am the last person to shy away from criticising the European Union when
they get it wrong. Indeed, one of the reasons I campaigned for us to leave
the EU was because I’ve seen first hand the damage it has done to our
environment.

I grew up in Aberdeen in the Eighties all too vividly aware of how the Common
Fisheries policy depleted fish stocks, damaged sustainability and, in the
process, undermined the long-term health of our coastal communities.

And as a worker at one point in a Farmers’ co-operative, I also saw how
another arm of EU environmental action, the Common Agricultural Policy,
damaged our countryside.

It paid farmers according to the amount of land they farmed, not the way they
managed it, and has harmed biodiversity. Outside the EU – once we have taken
back control of our agricultural, fisheries and environmental policies – we
can do so much better.

But it is also important to acknowledge that there have been some changes
which have occurred during our time in the EU which have helped improve our
environment.

Indeed, British politicians, from Margaret Thatcher to Stanley Johnson, John
Gummer to Owen Paterson, have played a part in shaping policy at the European
level to improve environmental protection.

Rules and protocols that protect important habitats and endangered species
have been drafted by British authors working internationally. And I want to
preserve the gains we have made.

Indeed, this Government has pledged that we must be the first generation to
leave the environment in a better state than we found it.

I have argued therefore that we must not only maintain but enhance
environmental standards as we leave the EU. And that means making sure we
secure the environmental gains we have made while in the EU even as we use
our new independence to aim even higher.

Our first task is to ensure that we have a coherent, functioning body of law
in place on the day we leave. That is why we are transferring all existing
European law, including environmental protections, into UK law through the EU
(Withdrawal) Bill. Rules and regulations in place the day before Brexit will
still be in place the day after.

However, this alone is not enough. Some of the mechanisms which have
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developed during our time in the EU which helpfully scrutinise the
achievement of environmental targets and standards by Government will no
longer exist in the same way, and principles which guide policy will have
less scope and coverage than they do now.

Without further action, there will be a governance gap. The environment won’t
be protected as it should be from the unscrupulous, unprincipled or careless.

Of course, in the UK we benefit from a vibrant democracy and robust legal
system which allow individuals and parliaments to hold the powerful to
account when they do the wrong thing – whether it’s turning a blind eye to
pollution or damaging our beautiful countryside.

But when it comes to protecting the environment, this is not sufficient on
its own. Nature is, by definition, voiceless. Animals and plants, habitats
and coastlines cannot petition parliament or defend themselves through
judicial review.

That is why the EU asked the European Commission to play a role as
environmental watchdog. It’s been far from perfect.

Sometimes the Commission makes decisions which fail to protect the
environment, or even harm it. But on other occasions the Commission has
contributed to helping raise environmental standards.

Outside the EU, we have an opportunity to learn from both the Commission’s
successes and failures. We can develop new institutions which do a better job
and hold us to higher standards.

So we will consult on using the new freedoms we have to establish a new,
world-leading body to give the environment a voice and hold the powerful to
account. It will be independent of government, able to speak its mind freely.

And it will be placed on a statutory footing, ensuring it has clear
authority. Its ambition will be to champion and uphold environmental
standards, always rooted in rigorous scientific evidence.

We will consult widely on the precise functions, remit and powers of the new
body, but we are in no doubt that it must have real bite.

We also need to ensure that environmental enforcement and policy-making is
underpinned by a clear set of principles. Environmental principles are
already central to Government policy.

However, besides their mention in the EU treaties, we do not set these
principles down anywhere or define their role in policy making.

So as we leave the EU, we will create a new policy statement setting out the
environmental principles which will guide us. This statement will draw on the
EU’s current principles and it will underpin future policy-making.

By early next year, we will launch a formal consultation on both the new
environmental body and the new policy statement.



There are significant questions to answer – such as exactly what functions
and powers the new body has to enforce environmental laws, exactly how a new
policy statement is embedded into public policy making, and whether Scotland,
Wales and Northern Ireland wish to take a different or similar approach.

Of course, we will be engaging widely before bringing forward a final
proposal and want to hear from as many people and organisations as possible –
from business, NGOs, the farming sector, civil society, and others.

We are already working with the devolved administrations on which powers
coming back from the EU should be devolved further.

We will discuss this proposal with them as part of wider conversations on how
and where powers should be exercised on return from the EU, and the need or
otherwise for common frameworks across the UK.

Nothing can be more vital than the future of our environment and the natural
world. We are their custodians and we must safeguard their future if our
ambition for a Green Brexit is to become a reality.

We have the chance to set the gold standard for environmental science and
become a home to centres of environmental excellence. A new independent,
statutory body and a strong statement of principles will ensure that outside
the EU, we become the world-leading curator of the most precious asset of
all: our planet.

Speech: Environment Minister speaks at
the UN Climate Change Conference

I am delighted to be here at COP23, working with other nations, international
organisations and of course Peter Thomson.

I thank Fiji for their leadership in the Presidency and Germany for being
great hosts.

We have had feedback that the UK can play a greater role globally and we are
happy to do that.

Oceans make up around two thirds of our planet and our lives are inextricably
linked with our blue seas. However, our oceans are changing and we must take
action to save them.

We now have nearly 300 Marine Protected Areas in UK waters, and by 2020 we
will deliver a network of Marine Protected Areas that will cover 25 per cent
of the UK’s Exclusive Economic Zone. In addition, the UK is on track to
protect 4 million square kilometres of ocean across its Overseas Territories
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by 2020.

The UK continues to be a global leader in protecting oceans and marine life.
Action on plastic bag use has been taken across the UK, for instance, the 5p
plastic bag charge in England has cut the use of plastic bags by over 80 per
cent, or over 9 billion in just one year, and our microbead ban will be one
of the toughest in the world.

We recognise the particularly damaging effects of climate change on
developing countries. That is why the UK has committed at least £5.8 billion
of international climate finance between 2016 and 2020 to help developing
countries mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

One example of this is the £10 million we have committed to tackle mangrove
loss in Madagascar that will benefit over 100,000 people in coastal
communities by providing protection against natural disasters and supporting
their livelihoods. It will deliver around 13 million tonnes of CO2 savings.

It is only by collaboration on a global scale that we can truly address
marine climate issues, including ocean acidification.

We have already seen the devastating impact of rising sea levels on our
coastal communities. We should be clear that ocean acidification could
threaten the very basis of life itself. I say that because acidification
threatens the whole basis of the marine ecosystem, as it literally attacks
the building blocks of life as key organisms fail to develop fully, which is
starting to disrupt the food web.

Earlier this year we published a synopsis of our UK Ocean Acidification
Research Programme and, based on current projections, cold water corals will
be 20-30 per cent weaker, causing reef disintegration and losing the rich
biodiversity that they support.

The programme provided an extremely successful collaborative science
partnership across the UK and internationally, particularly with the EU
European Project on Ocean Acidification and the German BIOACID programme.
Science is the spur to action and the more we can collaborate across nations,
the more we can innovate.

The UK set up the Marine Climate Change Impacts Partnership (MCCIP) to
provide verifiable evidence of the effect of climate change. This brings
together scientists, government, its agencies and NGOs and has just published
“Marine Climate change Impacts – 10 years’ experience of science to policy
reporting”.

However, there is more that we can do. This is why the UK Government is
committed to a new United Nations Agreement for the conservation and
sustainable use of marine biodiversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction,
which will deliver real protection across the world’s oceans.

Oceans Action Day reminds us of the importance of the two thirds of our world
and that our blue spaces are just as precious as our green spaces – and that
actions on land have consequences for all parts of this blue planet,
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especially those actions which are altering our climate.

That is why I am pleased to announce that the United Kingdom will today sign
up to the “Because the Oceans” declaration and I encourage others who have
not done so, to do the same.

Thank you.

Press release: Appointment of new
members to the Local Government
Boundary Commission for England

Communities Secretary Sajid Javid has today (Monday 13 November) confirmed
that, following his recommendation to Her Majesty The Queen, two new
commissioners have been appointed to the Local Government Boundary Commission
for England.

Andrew Scallan CBE and Steve Robinson have been appointed for a term of 4
years, until 6 November 2021. The Local Government Boundary Commission for
England’s role is to review and implement changes to the electoral
arrangements of local authorities, having regard to the statutory criteria of
equality of representation, community identity and effective and convenient
local government.

This involves determining the number of councillors for an individual
authority, the boundaries for wards and electoral divisions and the number of
councillors for each ward.

Andrew Scallan CBE was the Deputy Chief Counting Officer at the referendum on
membership of the European Union in 2016 and also served as Director of
Electoral Administration at the Electoral Commission for 10 years until
January 2017. Before joining the Electoral Commission, he worked for
Manchester City Council in a range of roles including democratic and
regulatory services. He is also an Honorary Member of the Association of
Electoral Administrators and is a former joint editor of Schofield’s Election
Law.

Andrew was appointed CBE in January 2016 for services to electoral democracy.

Steve Robinson, who has a background in housing and regeneration, was the
first chief executive of the new unitary council in Cheshire West and Chester
established in September 2008. Before joining Cheshire West and Chester
Council, he was the chief executive of Stoke on Trent City Council and was
responsible for the transformation of council services in his previous role
as Director of Community Services.
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Steve is currently also a member of the Birmingham Independent Improvement
Panel that is supporting Birmingham City Council.

Further appointments of Commissioners to the Local Government Boundary
Commission for England are expected to be made early in 2018.

The Local Government Boundary Commission for England is a parliamentary body,
independent of both central and local government. However, appointments to
the Commission, other than that of the Chair, are made by the Crown on the
recommendation of the Secretary of State.

The Commission Board consists of a Chair and at least 4 and no more than 11
other (ordinary) members. With these appointments the board will consist of
the Chair and 5 members.

The Commission has a staff of approximately 25. The average annual
expenditure, which is funded directly by Parliamentary, is in the order of
£2.2 million.

https://www.lgbce.org.uk/

