
Countdown to launch: British-built
satellite completes line-up for first
launch from Spaceport Cornwall

Named ‘DOVER’, RHEA Group’s first satellite will fly into space on
Virgin Orbit’s maiden UK launch, sharing a ride with five additional
satellite missions, including the first ever satellite to be built in
Wales.
Today’s announcement confirms the UK is on track to become the first
country in Europe to launch satellites into space from home soil this
year, a key ambition of the Government’s National Space Strategy.

A new research satellite from international engineering firm Rhea Group,
built in Oxfordshire by space company Open Cosmos, will be launched from the
UK later this year.

Virgin Orbit will launch the ‘DOVER’ pathfinder satellite from Spaceport
Cornwall. The satellite will transmit an innovative new signal, specially
designed by engineers at RHEA, to provide data from space that can be used on
the ground to obtain a position or an accurate time. It will broadcast these
new signals so that their performance can be tested as part of the research
project.

This new satellite completes the line-up for the UK’s first launch, which
also includes satellites from organisations such as Space Forge, the
Satellite Applications Catapult and Horizon Technologies, as well as the
Prometheus-2 research demonstration satellites. Prometheus-2 was co-funded
and designed with Airbus Defence and Space and assembled by In-Space
Missions, as part of a collaboration between the UK’s Defence Science and
Technology Laboratory (Dstl) and international partners, including the US
National Reconnaissance Office.

The UK is poised to become the first country in Europe to launch satellites
into orbit this year from home soil, a key ambition of the UK Government’s
National Space Strategy. Spaceport Cornwall is at the heart of a growing
aerospace and space cluster and will create 150 jobs in the local area.

The development of a commercial launch capability will give the UK access to
the growing global launch market, delivering a further boost to the thriving
space and satellite sector, which is already home to more than 47,000 jobs
across the country and supports billions of pounds of wider economic
activity.

From left, Rebecca Evernden, Director of Space at BEIS, Dr Paul Bate, CEO of
the UK Space Agency, Prime Minister Boris Johnson, British ESA astronaut Tim
Peake, and Lord Willetts, Chair of the UK Space Agency on the UK Space
Pavillion at the Farnborough International Airshow today (18 July 2022)
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Dr Paul Bate, CEO of the UK Space Agency, said:

The countdown is on to the first satellite launch from Spaceport
Cornwall, with a full complement of satellites confirmed by Virgin
Orbit for what promises to be a landmark moment for our thriving
space sector.

It’s fantastic that RHEA Group’s DOVER satellite is joining the
launch, which showcases both our domestic satellite manufacturing
expertise and the international interest in the UK as a launch
destination.

The ability to launch satellites from UK soil will support our work
to catalyse investment into the space sector, deliver new
capabilities and champion the incredible role of space to benefit
life on Earth.

The ‘DOVER’ pathfinder satellite
RHEA Group’s Dover satellite, the company’s first, was co-funded by the UK
Space Agency’s investment in the European Space Agency’s Navigation
Innovation and Support Programme (NAVISP). It’s named after the Dover Strait,
where the English Channel is narrowest and shipping lanes are busiest, as
this is a key location for testing new techniques and technologies for
Positioning, Navigation and Timing (PNT).

The satellite is a strong example of UK expertise in PNT technology, which
underpins vast swathes of economic activity, as well as small satellite
manufacturing, with Open Cosmos building the satellite at the Harwell Space
Cluster, Oxfordshire.

Emma Jones, RHEA’s UK Business Director, said:

This is a momentous event for RHEA. This year we are celebrating
our 30th anniversary and it is a great milestone to launch our
first ever satellite in the same year. The UK is in the very
desirable position of establishing a number of spaceports, and it
is thrilling to have a RHEA satellite on board the first launch to
take off from UK soil.

Florian Deconinck, Vice President of Institutional Partnerships & Future
Missions at Open Cosmos, said:

DOVER is a great example of Open Cosmos’ ability to design,
manufacture, launch and operate satellites in a responsive manner.
The timescales for this future mission are impressively aggressive:
8 months from the moment of first contact with RHEA to getting an
operating satellite in orbit. This is the result of a close



partnership between Open Cosmos and RHEA, the very reactive support
from UK Space Agency and ESA-NAVISP teams, and the possibility of
delivering all the phases from a single location, the UK.

The launch
During the launch mission, a Virgin Orbit 747 will take off from the runway
at Spaceport Cornwall, carrying a rocket beneath its wing. The plane will fly
out over the ocean before blasting the rocket into space, delivering
satellites into orbit around the Earth. In the cockpit will be Squadron
Leader Mathew ‘Stanny’ Stannard, an RAF Test Pilot serving on industrial
placement as one of Virgin Orbit’s pilots.

This will be the first satellite launch from UK soil and Virgin Orbit’s first
mission outside the US. It follows the successful ‘Straight Up’ mission, that
delivered seven satellites into space from Mojave in California on Saturday
2nd July.

Dan Hart, CEO of Virgin Orbit, said:

We’re very pleased to have been selected by RHEA Group to launch
its first satellite. The DOVER satellite, which was designed in
Belgium, built in the UK, funded by the European Space Agency, and
now will be launched from Cornwall, is a great example of the power
that comes with the infusion of space collaboration taking place
across the globe.

The work RHEA will do with their DOVER satellite will help to
assure reliable navigation, which touches all of us and can be
vital for everything from environmentally-efficient shipping to
national security.

Melissa Thorpe, Head of Spaceport Cornwall, said:

We’re thrilled to have ‘DOVER’ complete the line-up of satellites
onboard Virgin Orbit’s first launch from Cornwall. Each payload
highlights the innovation happening within the small satellite
industry, and how it can benefit life on earth, while showcasing
the growing collaboration between UK Space and international
partners.

This is another great moment in the countdown to launch from
Cornwall.

UK spaceflight programme
With funding first announced at the Farnborough International Airshow in



2018, the UK Space Agency is supporting the development of commercial and
sustainable satellite launch operations across the UK, working with a range
of partners including Spaceport Cornwall and Virgin Orbit, Space Hub
Sutherland and Orbex, and SaxaVord Spaceport, Lockheed Martin and ABL Space
Systems.

The space sector has shown remarkable resilience in the face of global
challenges such as the pandemic, with more than 1,700 satellites launched
worldwide in 2021 alone. These provide vital technologies used every day by
people and businesses, including communications, Earth observation and
navigation services.

The UK has world-leading expertise in satellite design, manufacturing, data
and applications but, until now, has not been able to launch them from home
soil.

UK Intellectual Property Office joins
WIPOS global brands database

Press release

Around 3 million UK trade marks will be added to WIPO’s Global Brands
Database.

This follows a co-operation agreement signed by the UK Intellectual Property
Office (IPO) and World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) at the
General Assemblies in Geneva today.

The Global Brands Database is an online resource made freely available by
WIPO. It provides access to more than 50 million records, from some 71
national and international collections, in one place.

The tool is designed to be efficient and easy to use. It can be used by
businesses anywhere in the world when registering a trade mark, to check if
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the mark – or a similar mark – already exists. Those interested in
registering a trade mark can search the Global Brands Database before filing
a trade mark application, or simply browse existing marks in potential
markets that interest them.

Initially, the UK will add around 3 million records, starting with existing
registered trade marks. The addition of these trade marks to the global
database means that UK registered trade marks will show up in searches of the
database made by anyone around the world. This means they are less likely to
be unknowingly infringed.

The IPO’s Chief Executive Tim Moss said:

We are pleased to be working with WIPO to support great British
brands, and benefit IP users around the globe.

The addition of more than 3 million UK registered trade marks to
WIPO’s database will help businesses grow their brands with
confidence. By providing additional protection, it will reassure UK
trade mark holders that their mark is less likely to be infringed.

Our partnership with WIPO in areas of common interest ensures that
the IP framework remains fit for the future. The UK has one of the
most highly regarded IP environments in the world, and joining the
database is a practical step that will help keep it that way.

WIPO Director General Daren Tang said:

We are delighted with the inclusion of the UK trademarks collection
in WIPO’s Global Brand Database. This is a significant step for
users the world over and greatly enhances the value of the
database, especially for companies seeking to file a new trademark
application in multiple countries. The new agreement also paves the
way for greater technical collaboration between our offices,
including the use of machine learning to improve the efficiency of
IP-related procedures.

Notes to editors:

the database can be searched by brand, classification, country, company,
or date. You can also upload an image to be searched. The database also
has information on appellations of origin and armorial bearings, flags
and other state emblems protected in various countries, as well as the
names, abbreviations, and emblems of intergovernmental organisations

https://branddb.wipo.int/branddb/en/


users can search trademarks from the Madrid System, as well as from the
national/regional collections available. The Madrid Monitor is the
gateway to the Madrid System, keeping users up to date on their
trademark

full information on UK trade marks, including the facility to check if a
similar trade mark to your brand already exists, and find out who owns a
trade mark is on GOV.UK
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Extreme heat: Environment Agency calls
on public to help protect fish

With a rare Red Extreme Heat Warning issued by the Met Office for Monday 18
July and Tuesday 19 July, the Environment Agency is calling on anglers,
fisheries owners and the public to help them protect vulnerable fish stocks.

Extreme weather, including continuous hot temperatures and thunderstorms, can
be highly dangerous for fish and can cause a range of problems, particularly
for more susceptible species like salmon and pike. Hot and sunny weather
typically triggers algal blooms, which can reduce dissolved oxygen levels in
our waters leading to fish becoming distressed and, in some cases, dying.

In the last week, Environment Agency officers have helped protect thousands
of fish in Worcestershire and Essex thanks to anglers, fisheries owners and
the public reporting concerns to our Incident Hotline on 0800 80 70 60 or
alerting the fishery owner or angling club.

Fish should never be moved to other waters by the public because they are
unlikely to survive and could spread disease or invasive species by accident,
which can damage fish and other wildlife in the area.

Heidi Stone, Fisheries Partnerships Manager at the Environment
Agency, said:

Environment Agency teams are working hard to mitigate the impacts
of recent high temperatures and are monitoring the situation
closely when it comes to protecting fish at risk.

We aim to respond to reports of fish in distress as quickly as
possible. Help from the public goes a long way which is why we
provide free advice to all on how to protect fish during hot
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weather.

Last week in Worcestershire, the Environment Agency deployed several aeration
pumps to an angling club’s fishery after dissolved oxygen levels fell to
around 15 per cent. This rapid response saved thousands of vulnerable fish
and averted a significant fish mortality. At another fishery in Basildon,
Essex, Environment Agency officers deployed aerators after the report of
1,000 dead fish at a fishery owned by the borough council. Dissolved oxygen
levels have since recovered due to prompt reporting and a rapid response from
EA fisheries officers.

Environment Agency incident response work includes deploying aeration
equipment or hydrogen peroxide to restore dissolved oxygen levels, providing
expert advice to angling clubs and anglers, and occasionally, as a last
resort, relocating fish. All of this work is funded by fishing licence income
– and provides a vital life line to fisheries when they most need it.

Many angling clubs and fisheries carry out effective practices to help manage
and mitigate the impacts of continued hot temperatures on fisheries, but a
list of ten top tips are available to guide people on how to protect vital
stocks and prevent fish deaths where possible.

Anglers can also help vulnerable fish stocks by minimising use of bait,
taking care when playing, landing and releasing large or sensitive fish, such
as pike, barbel, trout and salmon, as well as avoiding taking photos of fish
out of water to avoid further oxygen loss.

Anyone who sees fish in distress should contact the Environment Agency on
0800 80 70 60.

Further information

Our work is funded by rod licence income. Every penny we receive is
reinvested to fund vital work to protect and improve England’s fisheries such
as enforcing the right laws; providing an emergency response; ensuring
healthy fish stocks in a good quality environment; and providing a
sustainable future for angling.

Signs that a fish is in distress include appearing lethargic and/or
unresponsive, sometimes close to the bank, tight shoaling and obvious gasping
at the surface, and signs of infection or fungus.

Further information on how anglers can help fish in distress by:

Take particular care when playing, landing and releasing barbel during
warm weather
Avoid fishing for larger fish or sensitive species if the water
temperature exceeds 19°C by mid-morning. (Clubs may choose to update
their social media accounts with daily updates)
Minimise your use of ground-bait. As it decomposes, this can further
reduce the amount of dissolved oxygen in the water. Fish feeding on
ground-bait may have a greater oxygen need, so take longer to recover

https://environmentagency.blog.gov.uk/2022/07/08/preparing-your-fishery-for-the-summer/


from being caught.
Unhook fish in the water if possible and only take them out of the water
for unhooking if absolutely necessary (in rivers hold them facing
upstream to recover)
Avoid taking photos. Where absolutely necessary, take photos in the
water – keeping a fish in the air, even for a few seconds, can greatly
reduce its chances of surviving after capture and going on to spawn
successfully.

Domestic Abuse Commissioner
reappointed for a second term

News story

Nicole Jacobs, the Domestic Abuse Commissioner, will continue in her role for
a further 3 years.

The Home Secretary has today (18 July 2022) announced the reappointment of
Nicole Jacobs as Domestic Abuse Commissioner for a second 3-year term,
effective from September 2022, which will run until September 2025.

Appointed in 2019, Ms Jacobs was previously Chief Executive Officer of the
charity Standing Together Against Domestic Violence and has more than 2
decades of experience working to tackle domestic abuse.

Home Secretary, Priti Patel said:

Domestic abuse ruins lives and causes enormous suffering. I am
committed to doing all that I can to tackle this heinous crime in
all its forms, while protecting and supporting victims and ensuring
that perpetrators are brought to justice.

Nicole’s work as Commissioner has been extremely valuable and I
look forward to seeing her continue ensuring that the voices of
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victims and survivors are heard.

Domestic Abuse Commissioner, Nicole Jacobs said:

I am delighted to be reappointed as the Domestic Abuse
Commissioner. I look forward to building on the work that my office
has already started to improve domestic abuse provision for all
victims and survivors of domestic abuse across England and Wales. I
am proud of all that we have achieved, and we are now in a strong
position in the next 3 years to achieve real change.

As set out in the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, the Domestic Abuse Commissioner is
an independent voice that champions the voices of victims and survivors,
engaging those with lived experience to help shape government policy and make
recommendations on what more can be done to tackle domestic abuse. The
Commissioner will use her statutory powers, which are set out in the Domestic
Abuse Act 2021, to raise public awareness and hold both agencies and
government to account in tackling domestic abuse.

The government is committed to continue working with Ms Jacobs in delivering
its cross-government Tackling Domestic Abuse Plan, which was published on 30
March 2022.

The plan sets out an investment of over £230 million and will seek to
transform the whole of society’s response to prevent offending in the first
place, support victims and pursue perpetrators, as well as to strengthen the
necessary systems and processes to deliver these goals.

Published 18 July 2022

Frances shares opportunities for
females at Hull STEM careers event

Taking place in Hull, the Women into Manufacturing and Engineering (WiME)
Public Careers Fair highlighted the world of opportunities for women to join
these fast-paced and exciting sectors.

During the day, approximately 200 girls from schools across the Humber area
attended the event, with around 70 women going along in the evening. The
event aimed to drive positive change in terms of gender balance in the
workplace, challenge stereotypes and inspire girls and women to consider
careers in these industries.
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Among the inspirational females offering a glimpse into the industries was
Frances Oliver. Frances is the National Highways Project Manager for the A63
Castle Street improvement scheme, which is transforming Hull city centre. She
oversees this £355m upgrade which will improve access to the port, reduce
congestion and enhance safety as well as connections between the city centre
and tourist and recreational facilities.

Frances said:

I hope to promote equality so that women and girls don’t feel that,
if they do go for those roles, they will be the only female on
their team. You can’t be what you can’t see.

After graduating from the University of York in 2006 with a BA Degree in
Linguistics, Frances joined National Highways in 2007. Having initially
joined the agency in the HR department, she went on to become involved in
financial management for IT projects.

She later became involved in project management. She says:

This was a great way to be involved in an area that was fast-paced
and public-facing.

She moved into Major Projects in 2012. Supported by the organisation, Frances
worked her way up, going on to be assistant project manager for the A63
scheme before becoming project manager.

She says:

I’ve been involved in a variety of construction projects, but this
is the biggest construction project I’ve seen – and I get to be
manager of it!

Frances says she doesn’t recall seeing a female engineer or project manager
growing up:

I think, if you can’t see something, you’re not aware you can do
it. I want to promote the fact that there are great roles out there
for everyone and there are all kinds of women doing them. I work
with fantastic women in our team.

The WiME event was led by Green Port Hull. This is a collaboration between
Hull City Council, East Riding of Yorkshire Council, North East Lincolnshire
Council and North Lincolnshire Council to promote investment and development
of the renewable energy sector in the Humber region. It also aims to support
investors and their supply chains to secure long-term economic growth for the



area.

Chair of WiME, Dr Kirsty Clode, said:

We’re thrilled Frances and the team from National Highways could
join us at our Hull careers event, which was supported by female
employees from over 35 different organisations. What makes a huge
difference is that we set up our events so that women who do these
roles are available for girls and women to chat to. We’re so
thankful to everyone who gave up their time to make this possible.

National Highways and delivery partner Balfour Beatty have worked together to
create a lasting “local first” legacy, helping charities, businesses,
suppliers, schools and colleges throughout the life of the scheme.

The project is engaging with young people on employment and skills
activities, promoting STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics)
as a career.

The project team has engaged with more than 12,000 students in the last 12
months and delivered STEM-based activities to schools, colleges, and the
University of Hull, including a full day for 45 students from a local Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities school.

Women into Manufacturing and Engineering (WiME)

WiME is an initiative to encourage women to choose a career in these
industries.

With great pay, a high number of vacancies and attractive prospects, careers
in manufacturing and engineering present a wide variety of interesting and
exciting roles, which play an important part in our economy.

This is why Green Port Hull has launched WiME, to encourage, inspire and help
women in discover the opportunities available in manufacturing and
engineering.

WiME has grown in strength with a network of 50 local companies, and has
engaged with over 2,700 women and girls, encouraging them to consider STEM
subjects and career opportunities.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the National Highways customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the National Highways press office on 0844 693
1448 and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.


