
Business and Human Rights Week 2019

The aim is to continue our commitment to the promotion of the UN Guiding
Principles on Business and Human Rights. The activity has the support of
businesses and different key actors involved in fostering prosperity in
Guatemala.

The Embassy invited Dr Rajiv Maher British expert and international associate
in the extractive and agro industrial sectors in human rights and sustainable
development; he has conducted human rights impact assessments with a special
focus on security and community engagement for prosperity.

During his visit, Dr Maher delivered a workshop for journalists to improve
reporting on business and human rights and discuss the ethics of reporting on
large-investment projects, an effort linked to the UK’s commitment on
improving Media Freedom. A workshop with young indigenous leaders is to be
held jointly with OXFAM, to discuss social licence and the impact of projects
in communities. Finally, he will guide a roundtable discussion with private
sector to share experiences on human rights by local business.

The main event of the week is a Business and Human Rights Forum, based on the
forums held every year in Switzerland. This is a joint initiative by the
European Union, Advocacy for Business and Human Rights (ABHR), the Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the British
Embassy. Participants will include: Anabella Sibrián, International Platform
against Impunity; Lucrecia Hernández Mack, Congresswoman elect; Jordán Rodas,
Human Rights Ombudsman and Connie de Paiz, President of the Guatemalan
Association of Exporters.

The panel discussion between civil society, public and private sector is
going to be an opportunity to promote a safe space to have a constructive
dialogue and compare the challenges that all sectors face when implementing
the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. The panel will share
concerns, risks and possible solutions, and actions to move from a passive
State to a preventive and active State.

Barbara Amono-Oceng, Deputy Head of Mission for the British Embassy to
Guatemala, said:

We want to foster dialogue spaces in which we can boost the
cultural change that allows us to lay the foundation for a
sustainable development, equality and respect for human rights.

http://www.government-world.com/business-and-human-rights-week-2019/


Marian Campbell reappointed as a
Trustee on the Treasure Valuation
Committee

Marian Campbell, M.A., F.S.A. is a specialist in enamels, jewellery and the
decorative arts of the middle ages, and in base and precious metalwork of all
periods. For much of her career she was on the staff of the Victoria & Albert
Museum, latterly as Senior Curator of Metalwork. Her books include Medieval
European Jewellery (2009), Marcy, oggetti d’arte, co-authored with Claude
Blair (2009), Decorative Ironwork (1997), and Medieval Enamels (1983). She
has contributed to many major exhibition catalogues, notably Gothic art in
England (V&A 2002) and The Age of Chivalry (Royal Academy 1987-8). She now
lectures and writes, most recently on ‘Sacred Silver and metalwork’ in
Buckfast Abbey-a history (published 2017), and ‘Metalwork in Durham
Cathedral’, for the Durham Cathedral History (published 2015). Her current
research focuses on three areas, medieval Limoges enamels found in England,
European goldsmiths’ work in the middle ages, and the world of collecting,
dealing, and faking in nineteenth-century Paris and London. She is a Freeman
of the Worshipful Company of Ironmongers.

This role is not remunerated. This reappointment has been made in accordance
with the Cabinet Office’s Governance Code on Public Appointments. The process
is regulated by the Commissioner for Public Appointments. The Government’s
Governance Code requires that any significant political activity undertaken
by an appointee in the last five years is declared. This is defined as
including holding office, public speaking, making a recordable donation or
candidature for election. Marian has made no such declarations.

Truda Spruyt appointed to the Theatres
Trust Board
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Truda Spruyt is Practice Director at Four Culture, working with clients
across the cultural and creative sector from the International Booker Prize
to the Andrew Lloyd Webber Foundation. She has over twenty-five years’
experience of devising and executing integrated communications strategies,
working with clients to define key messages, evaluate brand values and raise
the profile. She is Chair of the Philosophy Foundation and co-founder of
Borough Book Bash.

This role is not remunerated. This appointment has been made in accordance
with the Cabinet Office’s Governance Code on Public Appointments. The process
is regulated by the Commissioner for Public Appointments. The Government’s
Governance Code requires that any significant political activity undertaken
by an appointee in the last five years is declared. This is defined as
including holding office, public speaking, making a recordable donation or
candidature for election. Truda has made no such declarations.
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Moving towards viable peace in the
Middle East

Madam President, the UK remains concerned by the negative trends in Israel
and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. We continue to be deeply concerned
by ongoing Israeli settlement advancements in the West Bank, including East
Jerusalem, in violation of international law. We urge Israel to fulfill its
obligations as an occupying power under the Fourth Geneva Convention.

I would also reiterate here the United Kingdom’s position that annexation of
any part of the West Bank would be destructive to peace efforts and could not
pass unchallenged. Annexation of territory by force is prohibited under
international law.

Madam President, we are troubled by the increase in settler violence. Many
recent incidents – including assaults on Palestinian farmers, the setting
fire to olive trees and stealing of produce – have coincided with the
Palestinian olive harvest, which began earlier this month. The Israeli
authorities have a responsibility to provide appropriate protection to the
Palestinian civilian population.

We are also extremely concerned that the number of structures demolished this
year has increased by almost 40 percent compared to the same period last
year. We condemn the demolition of Palestinian property and evictions of
Palestinians from their homes.

Ongoing and periodic tensions on Haram al-Sharif, or Temple Mount, are a
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further source of concern. We recognize that Jerusalem holds huge
significance and holiness for Jews, Muslims and Christians and reiterate the
fundamental necessity of maintaining the status quo at the holy sites.

Turning to Gaza, Madam President, the reduction in violence at the border
fence is welcome and we urge continued calm. Indiscriminate attacks against
civilians are unacceptable and unjustifiable. Hamas and other terrorist
groups must cease all actions which are violent or provocative. The United
Kingdom fully supports Israel’s right to defend its citizens from such acts
of terror.

I would also like to echo the concern relayed by the special coordinator that
Hamas is putting children at risk of violence at the demonstrations at the
Gaza fence. Children should never be the target of violence. They must never
be put at the risk of violence or encouraged to participate in violence. It
is totally unacceptable that Hamas and their operatives have been cynically
exploiting the protests for their own benefit. Hamas must cease all actions
which proactively encourage violence or which put civilian lives at risk.

The United Kingdom underlines the damage that Israeli restrictions are doing
to the living standards of ordinary Palestinians in Gaza. We call on Israel,
the Palestinian Authority and Egypt to work together to ensure a durable
solution.

In more positive developments, Madam President, we welcome the agreement
between Israel and the Palestinian Authority on the transfer of tax revenues.
We urge Israel and the Palestinian Authority to continue to work together to
meet their obligations under the Oslo Accords. And we continue to urge the
Palestinian Authority to make reforms to prisoner payments, ensuring it is
needs-based, transparent and affordable.

Madam President, we welcome the work by the Palestinian leadership towards
genuine and democratic national elections for all Palestinians.

Madam President, we need a viable Israeli-Palestinian peace agreement, which
addresses the legitimate concerns of both parties. That means we need genuine
and committed engagement from both Israelis and Palestinians, including the
end of actions which undermine trust and threaten the viability of the two-
state solution.

Truss visit to Aston Martin Lagonda
underlines benefits of international
trade to Warwickshire

Today, Monday 28 October, the International Trade Secretary visited luxury
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car manufacturer Aston Martin Lagonda in Gaydon, to discuss how international
trade can benefit the company’s 3,000 employees across the UK, and deliver
economic growth and jobs for the West Midlands.

The strength of the UK automotive industry is demonstrated through the
industry’s turnover of £77.9bn in 2018, which directly supported 165,000 jobs
and indirectly supported 277,000 additional jobs elsewhere in the economy.   

International Trade Secretary, Liz Truss said:

The UK is home to world-leading automotive companies like Aston
Martin Lagonda which are seeing the benefits of international trade
deliver prosperity and boost jobs in Warwickshire.

Aston Martin Lagonda is an iconic British brand, admired the world
over, seeing increasing demand in the Americas and Asia.

Once we have control of our own independent trade policy, we will
be able to prioritise Free Trade Agreements that benefit great
British companies, like Aston Martin Lagonda, boosting jobs and
growth across the UK.

Cars are already the UK’s top export to the US, at nearly £8 billion and the
West Midlands had the highest trade in road vehicles with the US compared
with all English regions, at £4.4bn in the 12 months to the end of Q2 2019.

However, the UK’s highly competitive advanced and industrial manufacturing
sectors currently face tariff and non-tariff barriers when exporting to the
US, which Truss says a Free Trade Agreement could address. Different
regulatory requirements mean that a car produced for the European market
cannot be sold in the US market or vice versa. A mutual recognition of
standards as an example would help address this and substantially reduce the
costs on businesses both sides of the Atlantic.


