
Remit letters, links to evidence and
timetable for DDRB’s 2020 pay round

The timetable for DDRB 2020 pay round is as follows:

13 January 2019 – parties submit their written evidence
February to April 2019 – oral evidence with the parties
DDRB aims to submit its 48th Report 2020 to Ministers in May 2020. The
decision on when to publish that report rests with Ministers.

This page will be updated with links to remit letters and the evidence as and
when they are received.

Proposed acquisition of Cobham by
Advent International – Business
Secretary to consult on undertakings

Today (19 November 2019) the Business Secretary Andrea Leadsom has announced
that she is consulting on steps to address the national security concerns
raised by the proposed acquisition of Cobham, a UK defence company, by Advent
International, a US private equity firm. She is minded to accept undertakings
offered by the acquiring company to address the concerns identified. No
decision will be taken until the consultation has concluded and the
representations have been carefully considered.

This decision follows further advice from the Ministry of Defence.

The proposed undertakings are now out for public consultation until midnight
at the end of 17 December 2019, in accordance with the process set out in the
Enterprise Act 2002. They would require Cobham’s new owners to:

ensure that existing security arrangements which currently apply to1.
Cobham and protect sensitive HMG information will be continued and
strengthened, ensuring new Board structures that Advent plan to
institute will also comply with nationality requirements, in addition to
existing boards
maintain capability and honour the terms of existing contracts, notify2.
the Ministry of Defence (MOD) in advance if there is a material change
to Cobham’s ability to supply key services, and also refrain from
withdrawing from any of the specified service, for 5 years
give the MOD prior notice of plans to sell-on the whole, or elements of,3.
Cobham’s business
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Business Secretary Andrea Leadsom said:

Following my update to Parliament on 5 November, I have now
reviewed further national security advice from the MOD and met with
both Cobham and Advent who have offered legally-binding
undertakings designed to mitigate national security concerns, which
I am minded to accept.

They will now be considered by a public consultation and I will
provide a further update once that process has concluded. No
decision will be taken on whether to accept the undertakings until
the consultation has closed and the representations have been
carefully considered.

This decision on the national security considerations is separate to any
discussions on the economic implications of the proposed merger.

The Business Secretary’s decision is made in a quasi-judicial capacity, which
means that the Secretary of State must act, and be seen to act, in a
scrupulously fair and impartial manner.

Environment Agency teams help flooded
communities recover

Teams have been continuing to pump floodwater out of affected areas and all
properties in Fishlake are now free of flood water. Our staff are now working
with local authorities to support community recovery. More than 22,000
properties have been protected from flooding thanks to Environment Agency
flood schemes and warnings.

Environment Agency engineers are also  inspecting flood defences for sign of
any damage during the flooding and repairing any damage. Specialist teams are
flying aeroplanes with ‘LIDAR’ (light detection and ranging) technology to
scan and map the affected areas. These surveys allow staff to identify the
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impact on defences before carrying out manual inspections.

While the flood risk is reducing across most of the country, with so much
water remaining in river catchments, rivers are expected to respond quickly
to any future rainfall. There may be ongoing minor river flooding impacts
into tomorrow.

Clare Dinnis, Flood Duty Manager at the Environment Agency said:

“Despite an improving picture, recent heavy rainfall means that minor river
flooding is expected to continue today (Tuesday) in South Yorkshire,
Gloucestershire and Worcestershire. Minor impacts are also possible in parts
of Hull and East Yorkshire today and tomorrow.

“Our field teams are working around the clock to inspect and – where
necessary – repair defences.  Since early November our flood defences have
helped to protect over 22,000 properties from flooding.

“We are working closely with local authorities and partners to help
communities get back on their feet.  

“Our thoughts remain with everyone who has been affected by the recent
flooding.

“People should check their flood risk, sign up for free flood warnings and
keep up to date with the latest situation
at https://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk, call Floodline on 0345 988 1188 or
follow @EnvAgency on Twitter for the latest flood updates.”

Published 18 November 2019
Last updated 19 November 2019 + show all updates

19 November 2019 Updating information on flood response1.
18 November 2019 First published.2.

UK-Poland relations: 100 years on –
exhibition in London and Warsaw

It was 100 years ago, on 26 February 1919, that Sir Esme Howard, British
Civil Delegate on the International Commission to Poland, wrote the following
key sentence to Marshal Józef Piłsudski, Chief of State of the newly re-
established Republic of Poland:

His Britannic Majesty’s Government acknowledges Poland’s
restoration to independence.
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With this gesture, Sir Howard renewed Polish-British relations after 124
years.

To celebrate the centenary of this historical event, British Embassy Warsaw
and Polish Embassy UK launched “UK-Poland relations: 100 years on” – a joint
exhibition highlighting inspiring moments in the shared history of both
countries. These include, to name a few: Ignacy Jan Paderewski’s epic concert
at the Royal Albert Hall in 1933, the speech by Her Majesty the Queen at the
Polish Sejm in 1996, the passing of the presidential insignia to Lech Wałęsa
in 1989, and the launching of the Polish-British Belvedere Forum in 2017.

Photographs are displayed at the Polish Embassy in London and at the open
gallery on the fence of Łazienki Królewskie park in Warsaw from 19 to 30
November 2019. From 1 to 31 December 2019, photographs will be displayed at
Agrykola Park in Warsaw.

British Ambassador to Poland, Jonathan Knott, commented on the exhibition:

The photographs in this exhibition chart how our bilateral
relationship has developed and grown since 1919. It tells the story
not only of our political relationship, but also of the close human
ties between us and how sporting and artistic endeavours have
brought our cultures and people together.

This exhibition is an excellent occasion to reflect on our shared
history and our exceptionally close people-to-people relationship,
and to consider how we can build our relationship in years to go.
There’s so much to celebrate and look forward to.

Polish Ambassador to the UK, Arkady Rzegocki, encouraged the wide public to
visit the exhibition:

Join us as we revisit the legacy which our two countries share. May
our common history continue to teach and inspire us to strengthen
our relationship and build our common future.

Cold weather alert issued by PHE

Latest
Public Health England (PHE) has extended the current cold weather alert until
9am on Monday 15 February as severe cold and icy weather conditions are
expected to continue over the weekend.
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The alert remains in place across England as the Met Office has forecast that
all regions will experience bitterly cold weather with temperatures much
lower than a typical winter.

Dr Owen Landeg, Group Leader, Extreme Events and Health Protection at PHE,
said:

It’s really important to keep checking on frail or older neighbours
or relatives, especially those living alone or who have serious
illness.

Cold weather can have a serious impact on health, particularly for
older people and those with heart and lung problems, as it
increases the risks of heart attacks, strokes and chest infections.

Make a call, or socially-distanced doorstep visit if they live
close by, to remind them to heat their home to at least 18 Celsius,
64.4 Fahrenheit and to keep up to date with the forecast. It’s also
helpful to check they have enough food and drinks and any medicines
they need.

If people can’t heat all the rooms they use, it’s important to heat
the living room during the day and the bedroom just before going to
sleep. Wearing a few thin layers is better at trapping heat than
wearing one thick layer and having plenty of hot food and drinks is
also effective for keeping warm.

For people struggling to afford heating bills, Simple Energy Advice
provides free advice on energy efficiency and national grants to
help keep you warm this winter.

To check the latest weather forecast updates visit the Met Office website or
app.

This year PHE has supplemented the Cold Weather Plan for England with useful
resources and advice on the concurrent risks of cold weather and COVID-19 and
how to keep warm and keep well this winter.

Previous updates

8 February 2021

Public Health England (PHE) has extended the current cold weather alert until
midday on Friday 12 February as severe wintry conditions are expected to
continue this week.

The Met Office has forecast that all regions across the country will
experience bitterly cold weather with temperatures much lower than a typical
winter.

Dr Owen Landeg, Group Leader, Extreme Events and Health Protection at PHE,
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said:

Cold weather can have a serious impact on health, particularly for
older people and those with heart and lung problems, as it
increases the risks of heart attacks, strokes and chest infections.

So it’s really important during this particularly cold period, to
keep checking on frail or older neighbours or relatives, especially
those living alone or who have serious illnesses.

Make a call, or socially-distanced doorstep visit if they live
close by, to remind them to heat their home to at least 18 Celsius,
64.4 Fahrenheit and to keep up to date with the forecast. It’s also
helpful to check they have enough food and drinks and any medicines
they need.

If people can’t heat all the rooms they use, it’s important to heat
the living room during the day and the bedroom just before going to
sleep. Wearing a few thin layers is better at trapping heat than
wearing one thick layer and having plenty of hot food and drinks is
also effective for keeping warm.

For people struggling to afford heating bills, Simple Energy Advice
provides free advice on energy efficiency and national grants to
help keep you warm this winter.

Chief Meteorologist at the Met Office Steve Ramsdale said:

With cold air across all of the UK, any precipitation will fall as
snow. Snow showers will continue to feed into eastern parts through
the week. Many places will see further snow accumulations with a
few centimetres likely quite widely. Some areas will see larger
accumulations, with 20cm or more possible for some. Convergence
lines, where showers organise into bands, becoming heavy and
persistent, are likely to drive these larger accumulations and
further warnings are likely to be issued as the locations affected
become clearer.

Overnight temperatures will be notably low through the week,
especially in areas with lying snow. We can expect to see -10°C as
far south as East Anglia later in the week. Daytime temperatures
will also be cold, only reaching 1 or 2 degrees Celsius for many
early in the week. With strong winds as well, the wind chill will
make it feel much colder.

To check the latest weather forecast updates visit the Met Office website or
app.

This year PHE has supplemented the Cold Weather Plan for England with useful
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resources and advice on the concurrent risks of cold weather and COVID-19 and
how to keep warm and keep well this winter.

Friday 5 February 2021

Public Health England (PHE) has issued a cold weather alert for the whole of
England from 9am Saturday 6 February to 9pm Wednesday 10 February.

The Met Office has forecast the weather will become much colder over the
weekend for all regions with wintry showers, and a risk of snow and ice in
the North East, North West, Yorkshire and the Humber, East Midlands and East
of England. Snow is also expected in London and Southeast England.

Temperatures beyond the weekend are likely to drop even lower with a very
cold snap anticipated next week. Wintry conditions could bring temperatures
much lower than usual for February and for a typical winter season,
particularly for regions in the North and East of England.

Dr Owen Landeg, Group Leader, Extreme Events and Health Protection at PHE,
said:

Cold weather isn’t just uncomfortable, it can have a serious impact
on health. For older people and those with heart and lung problems,
it can increase the risks of heart attacks, strokes and chest
infections.

So it’s really crucial at this time, especially ahead of a
potentially very cold snap, to remember to check on frail or older
neighbours or relatives, especially those living alone or who have
serious illnesses.

Make a call, or socially-distanced doorstep visit if they live
close by, to remind them of some simple but important health tips
such as heating their home to at least 18 Celsius, 64.4 Fahrenheit
and to keep up to date with the forecast. It’s also helpful to
check they have enough food and drinks and any medicines they need.
This will help them to stay warm and stay well.

Andy Page, Chief Meteorologist at the Met Office said:

The UK is in for a notably cold and snowy period over the next
week, with very cold air in place over the whole of the UK by
Sunday.

Showers will see snow accumulating across eastern areas. Within the
Amber warning area, more widespread snow is expected and we could
see 5 to 10 cm of snow quite widely, with a chance that a few
places could see as much as 15 to 20 cm. With such severe weather
around, it’s important to keep up to date with the latest forecast.
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To check the latest weather forecast updates visit the Met Office website or
app.

This year PHE has supplemented the Cold Weather Plan for England with useful
resources and advice on the concurrent risks of cold weather and COVID-19 and
how to keep warm and keep well this winter.

Thursday 28 January 2021

Public Health England (PHE) is issuing a new cold weather alert for 6pm
Friday 29 January to 9am Tuesday 2 February across the country, as the Met
Office has forecast a further period of very cold weather.

Low temperatures and widespread overnight frost are expected for all regions,
with snow also likely on Saturday and Sunday in the Midlands and East of
England.

Dr Owen Landeg, a Principal Environmental Public Health Scientist at PHE,
said:

As we continue to experience very low temperatures this winter it’s
important to remember to check on those who are more vulnerable to
cold weather.

Remind them to heat their home to at least 18 Celsius, 64.4
Fahrenheit and to wear shoes with a good grip if they need to go
outside.

A call or socially distanced doorstep visit to look out for old or
frail friends and family, especially if they live alone or with a
serious illness, can make all the difference to keeping them well
this winter.

For people struggling to afford heating bills, Simple Energy Advice
provides free advice on energy efficiency and national grants that
could help to keep you warm and well.

Andy Page, Chief Meteorologist at the Met Office said:

Cold air from the north will move south across the country over the
next few days bringing another spell of cold weather for much of
England. Overnight frost is expected over the weekend and daytime
temperatures will not reach much more than low single figures in
some areas. Temperatures will start to recover a little into next
week with milder air pushing in slowly from the south-west.

To check the latest weather forecast updates visit the Met Office website or
app.
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This year PHE has supplemented the Cold Weather Plan for England with useful
resources and advice on the concurrent risks of cold weather and COVID-19 and
how to keep warm and keep well this winter.

Monday 25 January 2021

Public Health England (PHE) has issued a cold weather alert for Tuesday 26
January across most of the country.

Severe cold weather is expected in the North East, North West, Yorkshire and
the Humber, West Midlands, East Midlands, East of England, Southeast England
and London.

The Met Office has forecast widespread low temperatures, overnight frosts,
scattered wintry showers and a risk of ice.

As cold weather alert thresholds continue to be met for a further period, Dr
Owen Landeg, a Principal Environmental Public health Scientist at PHE, said:

Keep looking out for frail or older neighbours and relatives,
especially those who live alone or with a serious illness. Make a
call, or socially distanced doorstep visit if they live close by,
to remind them to try to heat their home to at least 18°C and to
wear shoes with a good grip if they need to go outside. It’s also
important to check that they have enough food and any medicines
they need.

If you have experienced flooding, it’s important to avoid using
petrol, diesel generators or other similar fuel-driven equipment
indoors because carbon monoxide in the exhaust gases can be deadly.

Flooding can significantly disrupt people’s lives and it’s normal
to feel anxious, tired and have difficulty sleeping. If you are
feeling stressed or overwhelmed by the situation, talk to friends,
family, neighbours or community support groups. If these feelings
persist, contact your GP or NHS 111 for advice. The National Flood
Forum can also provide valuable support to those affected.

Keep updated on the weather forecast and news on the Met Office and
Environment Agency websites.

Refer to the Cold weather plan for England which includes resources and
advice on the concurrent risks of cold weather and COVID-19, for advice on
how to keep warm and keep well during winter, and visit PHE’s flooding page
for health information for flooding events.

Friday 22 January 2021

Public Health England (PHE) has issued a new cold weather alert for all
regions of England from 9am on Friday 22 January until midnight on Monday 25
January.
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A cold period with north-westerly winds is easing into the weekend, allowing
overnight frosts to become widespread. Certain areas have now flooded and
there are increased warnings in certain areas.

With combined risks to health from the impacts of cold weather and
flooding, PHE is issuing advice on staying safe and checking on others.

Dr Owen Landeg, a Principal Environmental Public Health Scientist at PHE,
said:

Keep looking out for frail or older neighbours and relatives,
especially those who live alone or with a serious illness. Make a
call, or socially distanced doorstep visit if they live close by,
to remind them to try to heat their home to at least 18°C and to
wear shoes with a good grip if they need to go outside. It’s also
important to check that they have enough food and any medicines
they need.

Flooding during the very cold weather can exacerbate the risks to
health. If you experience flooding, it’s important to avoid using
petrol, diesel generators or other similar fuel-driven equipment
indoors because carbon monoxide in the exhaust gases can be deadly.

Flooding can significantly disrupt people’s lives and it’s normal
to feel anxious, tired and have difficulty sleeping. If you are
feeling stressed or overwhelmed by the situation, talk to friends,
family, neighbours or community support groups. If these feelings
persist, contact your GP or NHS 111 for advice. The National Flood
Forum can also provide valuable support to those affected.

Keep updated on the weather forecast and news on the Met Office and
Environment Agency websites.

Refer to the Cold Weather Plan for England which includes resources and
advice on the concurrent risks of cold weather and COVID-19, for advice on
how to keep warm and keep well during winter, and visit PHE’s flooding page
for health information for flooding events.

Thursday 21 January 2021

Public Health England (PHE) has issued a cold weather alert for all regions
of England from 9am on Thursday 21 January until 9am on 25 January.

Storm Christoph continues to bring severe cold weather, icy conditions and
heavy snow. Certain areas have now flooded and there are increased warnings
in certain areas.

With combined risks to health from the impacts of cold weather and flooding,
PHE is issuing advice on staying safe and checking on others.

Dr Owen Landeg, a Principal Environmental Public Health Scientist at PHE,
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said:

Keep looking out for frail or older neighbours and relatives,
especially those who live alone or with a serious illness. Make a
call, or socially distanced doorstep visit if they live close by,
to remind them to try to heat their home to at least 18°C and to
wear shoes with a good grip if they need to go outside. It’s also
important to check that they have enough food and any medicines
they need.

Flooding during the very cold weather can exacerbate the risks to
health. If you experience flooding, it’s important to avoid using
petrol or diesel generators, or other similar fuel-driven
equipment, indoors because carbon monoxide in the exhaust gases can
be deadly.

Flooding can significantly disrupt people’s lives and it’s normal
to feel anxious, tired and have difficulty sleeping. If you are
feeling stressed or overwhelmed by the situation, talk to friends,
family, neighbours or community support groups. If these feelings
persist, contact your GP or NHS 111 for advice. The National Flood
Forum can also provide valuable support to those affected.

Keep updated on the weather forecast and news on the Met Office and
Environment Agency websites.

Refer to the Cold Weather Plan for England which includes resources and
advice on the concurrent risks of cold weather and COVID-19, for advice on
how to keep warm and keep well during winter, and visit PHE’s flooding page
for health information for flooding events.

Tuesday 19 January 2021

Public Health England (PHE) has issued a cold weather alert for first thing
Thursday 21 January to 9am on Monday 25 January for the North East, North
West and Yorkshire and the Humber.

The Met Office has forecast that the arrival of Storm Christoph will bring
severe cold weather with icy conditions and heavy snow. In addition, public
health risks will be amplified by the risk of flooding across the same
regions during this time. As the storm clears the risk of cold weather is
expected to increase in northern parts of England into the weekend.

With combined risks to health from the impacts of cold weather and flooding,
PHE is issuing important health advice to local partners and the public on
staying safe and checking on others.

Dr Owen Landeg, a Principal Environmental Public Health Scientist at PHE:

Keep looking out for frail or older neighbours and relatives,
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especially those who live alone or with a serious illness. Make a
call, or socially-distanced doorstep visit if they live close by,
to remind them to try to heat their home to at least 18°C, 64.4
Fahrenheit and to wear shoes with a good grip if they need to go
outside. It’s also important to check that they have enough food
and any medicines they need.

Flooding during the very cold weather can exacerbate the risks to
health. If you experience flooding, it’s important to avoid using
petrol or diesel generators, or other similar fuel-driven
equipment, indoors because carbon monoxide in the exhaust gases can
be deadly.

Flooding can significantly disrupt people’s lives and it’s normal
to feel anxious, tired and have difficulty sleeping. If you are
feeling stressed or overwhelmed by the situation, talk to friends,
family, neighbours or community support groups. If these feelings
persist, contact your GP or NHS 111 for advice.  The National Flood
Forum can also provide valuable support to those affected.

Neil Armstrong, Chief Meteorologist at the Met Office, said:

Storm Christoph is bringing a very unsettled period for the UK over
the next few days, and a number of severe weather warnings have
been issued. Parts of central and northern England and Wales could
potentially see a month’s rain in just 48 hours or so with up to
200mm possible over higher ground, presenting a real flooding
threat.

As Storm Christoph moves away into the North Sea overnight
Wednesday into Thursday cold air from the north west starts to push
south across the UK and, as temperatures drop, we start to see the
potential for hazardous snow in parts of Scotland and a return to
overnight frosts for many across the UK by the weekend.

Keep updated on the weather forecast and news on the Met Office and
Environment Agency websites.

If flooding has been forecast in your area, phone Floodline on 0345 988 1188
or 0845 988 1188 or contact your local authority if you have questions.

Refer to the Cold Weather Plan for England which includes resources and
advice on the concurrent risks of cold weather and COVID-19, for advice on
how to keep warm and keep well during winter, and visit PHE’s flooding page
for health information for flooding events.

Friday 15 January 2021

Public Health England has put a new cold weather alert in place until 9am
Monday 18 January for much of the country.
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Frost and ice, and a chance of snow on Saturday, is expected in the North
East, North West, Yorkshire and the Humber, East Midlands, the East of
England, West Midlands and the South East of England.

Dr Owen Landeg, a Principal Environmental Public Health Scientist at PHE,
said:

As harsh wintry conditions persist across much of the country, it’s
really important to keep checking on frail or older neighbours and
relatives, especially those who live alone or with a serious
illness.

Make a call, or socially-distanced doorstep visit if they live
close by, to remind them of important health advice such as keeping
their homes heated to at least 18°C, 64.4 Fahrenheit, and to wear
shoes with a good grip if they need to go outside.

Food is also a vital source of energy so reminding them to have
plenty of hot food and drinks will also help to keep them safe and
well through the cold weather.

Steve Ramsdale, Chief Meteorologist at the Met Office, said:

The weather is staying unsettled over the weekend, with a snow and
ice warning in place across many eastern parts of the country for
Saturday. There will be spells of heavy rain at times which will
likely fall as snow or sleet.

After temperatures recover by Sunday, it will remain unsettled
through the early part of next week. However, colder conditions are
forecast to return from midweek.

Check the Met Office weather forecast to stay aware of the weather in your
region.

This year PHE has supplemented the Cold Weather Plan for England with useful
resources and advice on the concurrent risks of cold weather and COVID-19 and
how to keep warm and keep well this winter.

Monday 11 January 2021

Public Health England is issuing a new cold weather warning from 6pm on
Monday 11 January to 9am Friday 15 January.

Regions that are most likely to be affected are the North East, North West,
Yorkshire and the Humber, East Midlands and the East of England.

These areas can expect harsh winter conditions with cold temperatures,
widespread frost and the possibility of ice. Snow is also anticipated on
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Wednesday and Thursday.

With parts of the country experiencing yet another period of cold weather,
Public Health England (PHE) is reiterating important health advice to help
people to stay warm and well.

Dr Owen Landeg, Principal Environmental Public Health Scientist at PHE, said:

It’s important to try to heat your home to at least 18° Celsius,
64.4 Fahrenheit, particularly if you have reduced mobility, are 65
and over, or have a health condition, such as heart or lung
disease.

Wearing a few layers of thin clothing is better at trapping heat
than one thick layer and wear shoes with a good grip if you need to
go outside to reduce the risk of slips and injury and the need for
a hospital visit.

Remember to keep checking on frail or older neighbours or
relatives, especially those living alone or who have serious
illnesses, by making a phone call or a social-distanced doorstep
visit to those close by.

If you are struggling to afford heating bills, Simple Energy Advice
provides free advice on energy efficiency and national grants that
could help you keep warm and well.

To check the latest weather forecast updates visit the Met Office website or
app.

This year PHE has supplemented the Cold Weather Plan for England with useful
resources and advice on the concurrent risks of cold weather and COVID-19 and
how to keep warm and keep well this winter.

Friday 8 January 2021

Public Health England (PHE) has extended the cold weather alert until 9am
Monday 11 January for all regions of England.

Severe cold weather will continue over the weekend with the severest
conditions moving from the North to the West Midlands, East of England and
southern parts of the country.

Very cold and frosty weather at night may persist all day with a risk of icy
conditions in some parts of England.

Dr Owen Landeg, Principal Environmental Public Health Scientist at PHE, said:

As this cold spell continues, remember to look out for vulnerable
neighbours and relatives.

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/about-us/what/met-office-weather-app
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/cold-weather-plan-for-england
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/11/11/health-matters-cold-weather-and-covid-19/
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/11/11/health-matters-cold-weather-and-covid-19/


Remind those who are frail, especially if they live alone or with a
serious illness, to keep their homes heated to at least 18 Celsius,
64.4 Fahrenheit and to wear shoes with a good grip if they need to
leave their home.

For those struggling to afford heating bills as this cold spell
continues, Simple Energy Advice provides free advice on energy
efficiency and national grants that could help you keep warm and
well.

To check the latest weather forecast updates visit the Met Office website or
app.

This year PHE has supplemented the Cold Weather Plan for England with useful
resources and advice on the concurrent risks of cold weather and COVID-19 and
how to keep warm and keep well this winter.

Monday 4 January 2021

With severe cold weather conditions forecast to continue to 9am on Friday 8
January, across the country, Public Health England (PHE) is reminding people
to look out for those who are vulnerable during low temperatures.

Dr Owen Landeg, Principal Environmental Public Health Scientist at PHE, said:

During this cold spell we all need to be looking out for frail or
older neighbours or relatives, especially those living alone or who
have serious illnesses. We still need to be aware of COVID-19
safety and local restrictions, but regular phone calls or socially-
distant visits on their doorstep can make all the difference.
Simple things – like reminding them to keep their homes well
heated, to at least 18 Celsius, 64.4 Fahrenheit, if possible, and
if they’re venturing out in icy conditions wearing shoes with a
good grip to help prevent falls – will all help keep them safe and
healthy.

Steve Ramsdale, Chief Meteorologist at the Met Office, said:

January has got off to a cold start, with widespread low
temperatures, frost and ice across the country. Over the next few
days temperatures are generally limited to between 3 to 7 Celsius
by day and falling widely below freezing overnight with a brisk
north easterly wind making it feel even colder for many. Snow and
sleet is possible, particularly over higher ground in the north of
the UK early in the week and perhaps further south towards the end
of the week.

Temperatures are expected to start to recover as we go through the
weekend and into the start of next week.

https://www.simpleenergyadvice.org.uk/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/about-us/what/met-office-weather-app
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/cold-weather-plan-for-england
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/11/11/health-matters-cold-weather-and-covid-19/
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/11/11/health-matters-cold-weather-and-covid-19/


Keep up-to-date with the latest weather forecast on the Met Office website or
app.

PHE has supplemented the Cold Weather Plan for England this winter with
useful resources and advice on the concurrent risks of cold weather and
COVID-19 and how to keep warm and well.

Thursday 31 December 2020

The Met Office has extended its forecast for cold weather until 9am on Monday
4 January for all regions of England.

To check the latest weather forecast updates visit the Met Office website or
app.

This year PHE has supplemented the Cold Weather Plan for England with useful
resources and advice on the concurrent risks of cold weather and COVID-19 and
how to keep warm and keep well this winter.

Tuesday 29 December 2020

The Met Office has forecast that the current spell of cold weather is likely
to affect all regions of England and will last until 9am on Friday January 1.

All areas are likely to see cold, overnight conditions, with a risk of icy
patches and overnight frosts along with wintry showers which could produce
some snow down to low levels. Temperatures in some areas will then remain in
low single figures during the daytime.

Dr Owen Landeg, Principal Environmental Public Health Scientist at PHE, said:

Looking out for others at this time is really important so remember
to check on frail or older neighbours or relatives, especially
those living alone or who have serious illnesses, and make sure
they have everything they need. Remember to follow the COVID-19
social distancing and restrictions in place in your area.

To check the latest weather forecast updates visit the Met Office website or
app.

This year PHE has supplemented the Cold Weather Plan for England with useful
resources and advice on the concurrent risks of cold weather and COVID-19 and
how to keep warm and keep well this winter.

Saturday 26 December 2020

Severe winter weather forecast for parts of England from 6am Sunday 27
December to 9am Tuesday 29 December has prompted Public Health England (PHE)
to remind people how to stay well in cold conditions.

The North East, West Midlands, North West and the Yorkshire and Humber

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/about-us/what/met-office-weather-app
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/cold-weather-plan-for-england
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/11/11/health-matters-cold-weather-and-covid-19/
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/11/11/health-matters-cold-weather-and-covid-19/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/about-us/what/met-office-weather-app
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/cold-weather-plan-for-england
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/11/11/health-matters-cold-weather-and-covid-19/
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/11/11/health-matters-cold-weather-and-covid-19/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/about-us/what/met-office-weather-app
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/cold-weather-plan-for-england
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/11/11/health-matters-cold-weather-and-covid-19/
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/11/11/health-matters-cold-weather-and-covid-19/


regions will experience the coldest weather in this period. Frosty conditions
are expected overnight with temperatures remaining low throughout the day.
Wintry showers, with some snow across hills, and icy patches are also
possible.

Dr Ishani Kar-Purkayastha, Consultant in Public Health at PHE, said:

Cold weather can be bad for your health. Heat your home to at least
18 Celsius if you can, particularly if you have reduced mobility,
are 65 and over, or have a health condition such as heart or lung
disease.

If you can’t heat all the rooms you use, heat the living room
during the day and your bedroom just before you go to bed. Wearing
a few layers of thin clothing is better at trapping heat than one
thick layer and will help to keep you warm.

If you are struggling to afford heating bills, Simple Energy Advice
provides free advice on energy efficiency and national grants that
could help you keep warm and well.

Looking out for others at this time is also really important.
Remember to check on frail or older neighbours or relatives,
especially those living alone or who have serious illnesses,
remembering COVID-19 social distancing and restrictions in place in
your area, to make sure they are safe, warm and well.

To check the latest weather forecast updates visit the Met Office website or
app.

This year PHE has supplemented the Cold Weather Plan for England with useful
resources and advice on the concurrent risks of cold weather and COVID-19 and
how to keep warm and keep well this winter.

Tuesday 8 December 2020

The Met Office has forecast that a spell of cold weather is expected to last
until 9am Thursday 10 December and will affect many parts of the country.

Severe cold weather conditions are likely in the North East, Yorkshire and
the Humber, East Midlands, the East of England and South East England.

As cold weather can increase health risks, Public Health England (PHE) is
reminding people how to take care and to look out for those who are more
vulnerable in low temperatures.

Dr Ishani Kar-Purkayastha, Consultant in Public Health at PHE, said:

Try to heat your home to at least 18°C, particularly if you have
reduced mobility, are 65 and over, or have a health condition, such

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/about-us/what/met-office-weather-app
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cold-weather-plan-cwp-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/cold-weather-plan-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/cold-weather-plan-for-england


as heart or lung disease.

Keep moving too if you can. Get up and walk around and spread
housework throughout the day to help keep yourself warm. Food is
also a vital source of energy so have plenty of hot food and
drinks.

Remember to check up on frail or older neighbours and relatives at
this time, particularly if they live alone, and remember to follow
COVID-19 social distancing guidance when looking out for others.

Check the Met Office weather forecast to stay aware of the weather
in your region.

This year PHE has supplemented the Cold Weather Plan for England with useful
resources and advice on the concurrent risks of cold weather and COVID-19 and
how to keep warm and keep well this winter.

Friday 4 December 2020

With a risk of severe cold weather, icy conditions and heavy snow across
parts of the country, Public Health England (PHE) is encouraging people to
stay warm and look out for those most at-risk.

The Met Office has announced that there is a high chance that the North East
of England, North West of England and Yorkshire and the Humber regions will
experience cold weather from 9am Friday 4 December to 6pm on Tuesday 8
December.

Dr Owen Landeg, Principal Environmental Public Health Scientist at PHE, said:

Cold weather isn’t just uncomfortable it can be bad for your
health.

Heating your home to at least 18 Celsius is particularly important
if you have reduced mobility, are 65 and over, or have a health
condition, such as heart or lung disease.

Wearing a few layers of thin clothing is better at trapping heat
than one thick layer and will help to keep you warm. If you can’t
heat all the rooms you use, heat the living room during the day and
your bedroom just before you go to sleep. If you are struggling to
afford heating bills, Simple Energy Advice provides free advice on
energy efficiency and national grants that could help you keep warm
and well.

Looking out for others at this time is also really important.
Remember to check on frail or older neighbours or relatives,
especially those living alone or who have serious illnesses,
remembering COVID-19 social distancing, to make sure they are safe,
warm and well.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cold-weather-plan-cwp-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/cold-weather-plan-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/cold-weather-plan-for-england


Bonnie Diamond, Met Office Meteorologist, said:

December has got off to a much colder start than last month, with
widespread low temperatures bringing the risk of frost, ice and
wintry weather across the country.

With temperatures generally limited to between 4 to 7 Celsius by
day and falling widely below freezing overnight, a cold weather
alert has been issued covering much of northern England and will
remain in place until at least next Tuesday.

Monday 20 January 2020

The Met Office has forecast that current cold weather conditions affecting
West Midlands, East Midlands, East of England, Southeast England and
Southwest England will continue until 9am Wednesday 22 January.

Dr Ishani Kar-Purkayastha, Consultant in Public Health at Public Health
England, said:

People with heart and lung conditions, older people and the very
young are at risk of becoming unwell during cold weather. At this
time, it’s really important to keep a look out for friends and
family who might be affected.

Below 18 degrees, the risk of strokes, heart attacks and chest
infections increases, so heating homes to at least this temperature
is important to stay well.

Paul Gundersen, Chief Meteorologist at the Met Office said:

High pressure across England means the cold but sunny weather will
continue for the southern half of England throughout the first half
of the week with overnight frost and fog in places. However, it
will be cloudier further north and therefore not as cold for many.

 To check weather forecast updates visit the Met Office website or app.

Friday 17 January 2020

With the forecast of cold weather and some freezing fog patches for parts of
England, Public Health England (PHE) is urging people to prepare for cold
weather conditions and look out for those most at-risk.

The Met Office has today (17 January 2020) announced that there is a high
chance that West Midlands, East Midlands, East of England, Southeast England
and Southwest England will experience cold weather from 6pm on Sunday 19
January to 6pm on Tuesday 21 January.

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/about-us/what/met-office-weather-app


Dr Owen Landeg, Principal Environmental Public Health Scientist at Public
Health England, said:

Older people and those with heart and lung problems are at risk of
getting sick in cold weather.

Keep an eye out for those who may need help staying warm, ensure
they wear lots of thin layers and have everything they need.

Below 18 degrees, changes to the body mean that the risk of
strokes, heart attacks and chest infections increase so heating
homes to this temperature is particularly important to stay well.

Nick Silkstone, Deputy Chief Meteorologist at the Met Office said:

High pressure is in place across the UK this weekend bringing
settled, mainly dry, but also cold weather for many. It will be
colder than of late with temperatures dropping below freezing
overnight and a chance of widespread frost but with sunny spells
throughout the day.  

However, at the start of next week the chance of fog and cloud will
increase across central and southern areas which will mean that it
will also feel colder by day. Check updates to the forecast on the
Met Office website or app.

Wednesday 27 November 2019

With warnings that cold weather is on the way, PHE is urging people to
prepare for the cold weather and look out for those most at-risk.

The Met Office has today (27 November 2019) announced that there is a high
chance that North West England, North East England, Yorkshire and Humber,
East Midlands and West Midlands will see temperatures drop from first thing
on the morning of Friday November 29 and 9am on Monday December 2.

Dr Ishani Kar-Purkayastha, Consultant in Public Health at Public Health
England, said:

People with heart and lung conditions, older people and the very
young are at risk of becoming unwell during cold weather. At this
time, it’s really important to keep a look out for friends and
family who might be affected.

Wearing lots of thin layers will help them to stay warm. It may
also be helpful to offer to collect prescriptions and shopping.
Below 18 degrees, the risk of strokes, heart attacks and chest
infections increases so heating homes to at least this temperature

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/about-us/what/met-office-weather-app


is important to stay well.

Laura Ellam, Deputy Chief Meteorologist at the Met Office said:

After a notably unsettled period, clearer and colder conditions are
moving in to the UK at the end of the week and through the weekend.
Colder air will move in from the north through Thursday, with
clearer skies and a northerly breeze a widespread frost will form
on Friday morning in the northern half of the UK.

By Saturday the cold and bright conditions will be across all but
the very far south west, with temperatures in many places including
the south east not getting above 6°C and feeling even colder in the
northerly breeze.

The cold conditions will persist through the weekend with freezing
conditions overnight, temperatures could dip as low as -7°C
overnight in rural spots in the far north. There are signs of
milder conditions moving in to the north at first by the start of
next week.

Monday 18 November 2019

With warnings that cold weather is on the way for the north east, north west
and Yorkshire and Humber, PHE is urging people to look out for those most at-
risk.

The Met Office has today (18 November 2019) announced that there is a high
chance these areas will see temperatures drop between 9am on Monday 18
November and 12 noon on Wednesday 20 November.

Dr Emer OConnell, Consultant in Public Health at Public Health England, said:

Older people and those with heart and lung problems are at risk of
getting sick in cold weather.

Keep an eye out for those who may need help staying warm, ensure
they wear lots of thin layers and have everything they need.

Below 18 degrees, changes to the body mean that the risk of
strokes, heart attacks and chest infections increase so heating
homes to this temperature is particularly important to stay well.

Met Office Chief Meteorologist, Steve Ramsdale, said:

After a very wet period for parts of the UK the weather is now
turning much quieter for a few days.



With these quieter conditions night time temperatures will fall
away with more widespread frosts than seen recently despite daytime
temperatures remaining fairly similar. Tuesday morning in
particular looks to be cold across much of England.


