
Lord Ahmad to represent UK at G20
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, November
2019

Lord (Tariq) Ahmad of Wimbledon will represent the United Kingdom at the G20
Foreign Ministers’ meeting in Nagoya, Japan this weekend (Friday 22nd and
Saturday 23rd November).

The meeting will be an opportunity for G20 partners to address critical
global challenges. The summit also represents the conclusion of Japan’s
Presidency of the G20, before handing over to Saudi Arabia.

The discussions will focus on the promotion of free trade and global
governance, fulfilling the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) and development in Africa.

Lord Ahmad will reaffirm the UK’s commitment to upholding the Rules Based
International System and encourage continued G20 support for the rules based
multilateral trading system and World Trade Organisation reform.

Having played a leading role in their creation, the UK remains dedicated to
promoting and delivering the G20’s 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable
Development Goals at home and abroad.

The UK also supports the G20’s role in facilitating economic transformation
in Africa through cooperation on innovation, sustainability, infrastructure
and debt sensitivity.

In addition to the main plenary sessions based around the themes of the
summit, Lord Ahmad will attend a dinner hosted by Japanese Foreign Minister
Toshimitsu Motegi and meet with Foreign Ministers from the G20 participating
countries.

DASA showcases protective material
innovations

The Defence and Security Accelerator (DASA) will be showcasing the latest in
protective transparent material innovations at an interactive event in
December.

Representatives from the Armed Forces, government, and industry will be able
to see how they can benefit from recent developments in new robust,
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lightweight, high-performing, protective materials, which have the potential
to offer better performance and reduced cost.

Innovations with potential new and improved capabilities on display will
include those with possible uses for the protection of vehicles, personnel
and sensors.

These may include:

The control of reflection from transparencies
Protection for sensors
Laminated glazing
Laminated windows for logistic and support vehicles
Public order protection
Protection from explosive ordnance

The innovation and capability exploitation day, hosted alongside the Defence
Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl) Materials for Strategic Advantage
Programme, will take place in Hampshire on 17 December 2019.

All innovations showcased on the day have received funding through either the
DSTL Materials for Strategic Advantage Programme or the DASA Open Call.

It is an ideal opportunity for those working in fields where transparent
materials are a key component, industry or organisations looking to integrate
this technology, or those who have a stake in exploiting UK innovations.

You can register your interest in attending by clicking here.

Astana FC vs Manchester United FC
travel advice

Travel advice for Manchester United fans travelling to Nur-Sultan for the
Astana FC vs Manchester United FC match on Thursday 28 November 2019.

Date: Thursday 28 November 2019
Venue: Astana Arena, Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan
Kick-off time: 9:50 pm (local time. Nur-Sultan is GMT+6)

As well as this advice, check out our travel advice for Kazakhstan.

Passports and visas
you can travel to Kazakhstan without a visa, provided your stay does not
exceed 30 days (the day you arrive counts as day 1, regardless of
arrival time)
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your passport should be valid for your proposed duration of stay
take out comprehensive travel and medical insurance even if you’re only
staying for one night – it could save you a lot of money if you get into
difficulty. Your European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) will not be valid
in Kazakhstan
if you’re arriving by air, you do not need to register with local
authorities. You will receive a white immigration card stamped by Kazakh
Immigration, which you will need to keep and present on departure
if you enter the country by land (eg by train or car), check your
immigration card. If you have only one stamp on it, you should register
within 5 days of arrival at the Immigration Police. Hotels may provide
this service for guests, but if you’re staying in an apartment or
private residence you will have to register yourself. Two stamps on the
immigration card mean you have been registered on arrival

Getting to/from the airport
By taxi

it takes around 15-20 minutes to get from the airport to the stadium and
about 30-40 minutes to the city centre
there are various taxis available in Nur-Sultan including private hire,
app-based and metered cabs
it is best to ask and negotiate a price before getting in the car. A
journey from the airport to the stadium will cost you about 2,000-2,500
Tenge (KZT) and to the city centre around 2,500-3,000 KZT. Standard
price for trips within the city is 700-1,500 KZT depending on the
distance
foreign visitors might be severely over-charged by local private taxis
Taxovichkof (call 15800, or use their mobile app) will charge a starting
price of 500 KZT and calculate the total price depending on the
distance. If you use their mobile app you will get a 10% discount.
English version is available
the majority of taxis will only accept cash in Kazakh Tenge (KZT). If
you are using licensed taxis and they have a mobile application you may
be able to use your card details to pay via the app
licensed taxis should have a clear taxi branding on it and they are
allowed to use the bus lane
check that the taxi has working seatbelts
taxi drivers may not have change, so try to have notes of lower value

By bus

Nur-Sultan buses (N10, N12 and Express N100) run from 06.00 to 22.00 from/to
the airport every 5-20 minutes. Details on routes can be found on the Astana
LRT website. If paying cash, a single bus ticket costs 180 KZT, or 250 KZT if
using the faster express bus, which has a red line on it. Alternatively, an
AstraPlat card can be purchased for 400 KZT from a number of terminals around
the city. When this card is used, a single bus ticket will cost 90 KZT, or
180 KZT on the express bus.
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Getting to the stadium: Astana Arena
Astana Arena is located towards the south-west of Nur-Sultan in between Turan
Avenue and Kabanbay Batyr Avenue. Kabanbay Batyr is the road that runs from
the city centre to the international airport (12 km from the airport).

Address:

Astana Arena
48, Turan Avenue
Nur-Sultan

Taxi

For a journey from the city centre of Nur-Sultan to the stadium expect to pay
around 800-1300 Tenge (KZT) in an app-based taxi or 1,000-1,500 KZT for a
private taxi. Taxis are a convenient route to the stadium, although the
traffic can be very busy at peak times so allow plenty of time. On match day
official taxis and public buses will have priority for access to the stadium.
If driving yourself, it may be difficult to find a parking space.

Try to arrive at least 40 minutes before the game.

Bus

Bus numbers that stop at Astana Arena are 10, 12, 37, 51, 53, 60. If using
cash, a single bus ticket costs 180 KZT, or 250 KZT for the express bus
(which has a red line on it). Buses can be overcrowded during peak times,
when the waiting time could be around 10-20 minutes depending on the route.
The bus stop is on Kabanbay Batyr Avenue.

At the match
Where fans should enter the stadium

Tickets in sectors S1 and S2 will be available for Manchester United
supporters via the Manchester United official website. If you live in
Kazakhstan, you can buy tickets from the ticket offices at the Astana Arena
or online on Tiketon website.

Entry procedures

Access to the stadium can be slow. The entrance to S1 and S2 will be from
Southern gates. Staff at the gate will scan your printed ticket – make sure
you have it ready. When entering the stadium you will be searched by police
and stadium security. Make sure you do not have prohibited items with you. To
avoid last minute delays get to the stadium early.

The gate will be open 2 hours before kick-off.

https://www.manutd.com/en
https://ticketon.kz/


Restrictions

In addition to items which would usually be prohibited in the UK, the
following items will also be prohibited from being brought into the stadium:
flares, fireworks, food, alcohol, e-cigarettes, cans, glass, plastic bottles
or containers, lighters, sharp objects, drones, inflammable materials,
lasers, dangerous items, bags larger than 40x40x45cm. If you do bring any of
these items, security will confiscate them and they will not be returned to
you after the game.

Prohibited behaviour at the stadium: offensive chants, standing on the seats,
standing in the passages or stairs obstructing the way or view for other
fans, selling or advertising without prior permission. If you violate the
stadium rules, you will be removed from the stadium. In some cases you may be
charged an administrative fine or the police may be involved.

Alcohol and smoking

Alcoholic drinks and smoking, including electronic cigarettes, are not
allowed in the stadium. You will be liable to pay a fine for smoking in
public places.

Local information
Climate and time

The average temperature at the end of November is around -15/-17ºC during the
day and can drop down to -20/-22ºC at night with wind chill. You can find
information about weather in Nur-Sultan at BBC weather website.

The area around the stadium can be icy. Be careful walking, especially when
going up or down the stairs.

Nur-Sultan is 6 hours ahead of the UK.

Language

Kazakhstan is a bilingual country (Kazakh and Russian languages). English is
not widely spoken, however staff at the airport, hotels and some of the
restaurants can speak English.

Crime

crime levels in Nur-Sultan are generally low
you should be vigilant for pick pockets in crowded places, public
transport and near ATMs
take sensible precautions: avoid carrying large sums of money and try to
avoid walking alone at night

Personal security

look after your personal belongings, in particular your passport and
your money

https://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/1526273


carry a photocopy of the personal details pages of your passport and
keep it in a safe place separate from your passport

Disabled travellers

there are designated rows for wheelchair users in SW sector with
accessible entry
stewards will help disabled fans at the stadium
the rest of Nur-Sultan has limited facilities for disabled travellers –
not all pavements have a ramp

Road safety

pedestrians should be vigilant at all times
do not cross the roads in undesignated places
when using a taxi make sure it has working seatbelts; many cars are
poorly maintained and the standard of driving is erratic
accidents are common, mainly due to poor driving and weather conditions
if you’re in a vehicle that’s travelling at an unsafe speed you should
instruct the driver to slow down

Religion

most of the population of Kazakhstan is Muslim, though religion is
usually considered a private matter
respect local traditions, customs, laws and religions at all times and
be aware of your actions to ensure they do not offend other cultures or
religious beliefs

Telephones

the international dialling code for Kazakhstan is +7
before travelling check with your mobile phone provider that it will
work in Kazakhstan
local sim cards are easily available with Beeline, Aktiv and Tele2 being
the leading mobile operators
under Kazakh law, all SIM cards must be properly registered. You will
need to show your passport for this
you can top up any local mobile number online, at the Operator’s
offices, or via payment stations around the city

Currency

all goods and services are paid in the local currency, Tenge (KZT)
pounds, US dollars and Euros are easily exchanged to local currency at
Exchange points around the city
1 GBP is approximately 500 KZT. The latest exchange rate can be checked
online on the Oanda website
most of the hotels, supermarkets and restaurants accept credit and debit
cards
ATMs in Nur-Sultan will almost always accept UK credit and debit cards;
before leaving the UK, let your card issuer know you’re travelling to
Kazakhstan

https://www1.oanda.com/currency/converter/


Consular assistance
If there is a genuine emergency during your visit to Nur-Sultan (e.g. one
involving accident, injury or loss/theft of your passport) call the British
Embassy on +7 7172 556 200 and follow the instructions to be put through to a
consular officer.

Lost or stolen passports

If your passport is lost or stolen, you cannot travel back to the UK without
a valid travel document. You will need to apply to the Consular Section of
the British Embassy Nur-Sultan for an Emergency Travel Document (ETD) and pay
the fee of £100. In some cases, an exit visa will be required to leave the
country on an ETD.

Lost or stolen credit/debit cards

If you lose your wallet or purse, try to cancel your credit/debit cards as
soon as possible. British consular officials cannot give you money to help
you return home. You can transfer money from the UK using commercial money
transfer agencies in Nur-Sultan (Western Union, MoneyGram). You can also use
most major credit and debit cards to obtain money from ATMs.

For more information, visit the British Embassy Nur-Sultan website.

Contact the British Embassy Nur-Sultan

Our address is:

62, Kosmonavtov Street
Nur-Sultan
Kazakhstan

Tel: +7 7172 556200 (including out of hours assistance)

You can also reach us via our contact form.

The consular section of the British Embassy in Nur-Sultan is open to the
public from 9am to 5:30pm Monday to Thursday and from 9am to 4pm on Friday.

You can also check our travel advice for Kazakhstan.

Emergency services numbers
Fire – 101
Police – 102
Ambulance – 103
Emergency and rescue service – 112
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Further information

We hope you enjoy the game and your visit to Nur-
Sultan

DVLA opening hours: Christmas and New
Year 2019

Customers will be able to use our online services throughout the Christmas
and New Year period.

Date Contact centre opening hours
Monday 23 December 8am to 5.30pm
Christmas Eve 8am to midday (Drivers premium line open until 4pm)
Christmas Day closed
Boxing Day closed
Friday 27 December 8am to 5.30pm
Saturday 28 December 8am to 2pm (normal opening hours)
Sunday 29 December closed
Monday 30 December 8am to 5.30pm
New Year’s Eve 8am to 5.30pm
New Year’s Day closed
Thursday 2 January 8am to 7pm

Published 22 November 2019
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Strengthened recommendations for the
yellow fever vaccine

A review of the yellow fever vaccine (Stamaril) carried out by the Commission
on Human Medicines (CHM) has found that, for most people, the balance of
benefits and possible side effects of the vaccine remains overwhelmingly
favourable. However, it recommends that further precautions should be taken
in people with weakened immunity and in those aged 60 years or older.

A letter from the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA),
the National Travel Health Network and Centre, Public Health England and
Health Protection Scotland (HPS) has been circulated to yellow fever
vaccination centres to advise them of the CHM’s recommendations.

An article in the MHRA’s safety bulletin, Drug Safety Update, has also been
published to inform other healthcare professionals.

The CHM recommendations strengthen measures to minimise risk with the yellow
fever vaccine (Stamaril) following very rare fatal reactions. Key
recommendations include new and updated information on who shouldn’t receive
the vaccine and additional precautions to protect risk groups.

Yellow fever is a life-threatening viral infection carried by mosquitoes in
some tropical countries. It is essential for anyone travelling to an area
where there is a risk of infection to take steps to reduce the risk. The
yellow fever vaccine is highly effective and it is the best way to protect
those at risk of disease during travel.

Dr Philip Bryan, Vaccine Safety Lead at the MHRA, said:

“Yellow fever is a deadly disease. Vaccination is highly effective and
remains the best form of protection. The possible side effects of yellow
fever vaccine are mostly mild and short-lasting, and not everyone will
experience them.

“But there is a very rare risk of life-threatening side effects and the
vaccine is not suitable for everyone, such as those who may have a weakened
immune system because of drugs they are taking, or illnesses they have or
have had in the past. Additionally, people aged 60 years or over should only
receive the vaccine if there is a significant and unavoidable risk of yellow
fever infection during their travel.

“Patient safety is our highest priority and the MHRA is now working to
communicate the Commission’s recommendations to health care professionals.”

Ends

Notes to Editor
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The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency is responsible1.
for regulating all medicines and medical devices in the UK by ensuring
they work and are acceptably safe. All our work is underpinned by robust
and fact-based judgements to ensure that the benefits justify any risks.

The MHRA is a centre of the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory2.
Agency which also includes the National Institute for Biological
Standards and Control (NIBSC) and the Clinical Practice Research
Datalink (CPRD). MHRA is an executive agency of the Department of Health
and Social Care.

The Commission on Human Medicines (CHM) advises ministers on the safety,3.
efficacy and quality of medicinal products. The CHM’s functions are set
out in regulation 10 of the Human Medicines Regulations 2012 (SI
2012/1916). The MHRA acts as secretariat to the Commission on Human
Medicines.
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