
Chevening Alumni Programme Fund
2020-21 for Turkey is now open

If you have an idea for a project that promotes innovative solutions to
global or community challenges, start preparing your bids as soon as
possible.

Please remember that your projects should be delivered between 1 April 2020
and 31 March 2021.

What are the objectives of CAPF?
The CAPF supports Chevening alumni activities across the globe in order to
create the most engaged, active and impactful international scholarship
alumni network in the world.

The fund is allocated annually on a competitive basis to projects that:

Support this network to create positive change in their countries,
regions or on global issues, where this contributes to UK foreign policy
priorities and/or UK values; and
Promote contact and relationships between Chevening alumni, and between
the FCO and Chevening alumni, by providing opportunities for networks to
be built and for ideas to be exchanged.

Who is eligible?
All scholars and fellows since 1983 who have completed their Chevening award,
including alumni who studied through co-funded partnership scholarships (for
example Chevening/HSBC or Chevening/OSI) ###are eligible to apply.

Current scholars/fellows, applicants or those who did not take up an award
are not eligible.

You can make as many bids as you like, but if multiple projects are actually
part of a larger project plan by a single implementer, please submit only one
proposal, breaking down in your bid the different activity streams.

Please read through the guidance documents below, fill in the bidding form
provided and submit your bids to Hande.Celikel@fco.gov.uk , CC:
Ilayda.Ciloglu@fco.gov.uk until 10 January 2020.

MS Excel Spreadsheet, 15.5KB
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Joint statement on delays to
Somaliland parliamentary and local
council elections

We, the undersigned regional and international partners of Somaliland, recall
the significant agreement between political parties in July 2019 which
recognised the “critical importance of holding the long due Parliamentary and
Local Council Elections” and “agreed to hold the elections as soon as they
will be politically and technically possible”. We are concerned that events
have significantly undermined these commitments to the detriment of
Somaliland’s democratic credentials and international standing. Likewise, we
are deeply concerned by instances of seemingly arbitrary detentions and by
increased restrictions on freedom of expression.

We are especially concerned by the decision of the Guurti to extend both
House of Representatives and Guurti’s mandates to January 2022 and January
2023 respectively. Both Houses, established to represent the women and men of
Somaliland, have been sitting for a period much too long by any democratic
standards. Local councils have been operating without a democratic mandate
since April 2019.

We therefore call on the government and all political actors to reaffirm,
through both words and deeds, the long-standing culture of mutual agreement,
consensus and compromise, to find a way through this current impasse in order
for both parliamentary and local elections to take place without any further
delay, well before the end of the calendar year 2020. As long-standing
partners for the progress of Somaliland during the last 25 years, we praise
the ongoing local mediation efforts and underline that for us to support the
electoral process, it must promote political inclusiveness and the full
respect of the law. As a solid foundation of such a process, there needs to
be an Electoral Commission that inspires broad trust from all political
actors as well as from the citizens of Somaliland.

Only strong, democratically elected institutions can deliver the development
outcomes that the people of Somaliland deserve. This is also what we as
partners expect from our cooperation with Somaliland.

The statement was signed by the following international partners; United
Nations, IGAD, European Union, United States of America, Germany, United
Kingdom, Norway, Ireland, Belgium, Sweden, Denmark, The Netherlands, Finland,
France, Italy, Greece, Switzerland.
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ESFA Update: 27 November 2019

[unable to retrieve full-text content]Latest information and actions from the
Education and Skills Funding Agency for academies, schools, colleges, local
authorities and further education providers.

Gradings under review for two
registered providers of social housing

The Regulator of Social Housing reports that two providers: Cheshire Peaks &
Plains Housing Trust and ForHousing Limited, have been placed on its gradings
under review list today (27 November 2019).

The regulator notifies that a provider’s grading is under review when its
compliant grade (G1 and G2 for governance, V1 or V2 for viability) is being
investigated in relation to an issue which may result in a downgrade to a
non-compliant grade (G3 or G4 for governance, V3 or V4 for viability).

Cheshire Peak’s current grade is G1/V1 and ForHousing’s current grade is
G2/V1. The regulator is currently investigating a matter which may impact on
the providers’ compliance with the governance element of the Governance and
Financial Viability Standard. The outcome of the investigations will be
confirmed in updated regulatory judgements once completed.

The regulator’s gradings under review list is available on the website.

Further information

For press office contact details, see our Media enquiries page. For general
queries, please email enquiries@rsh.gov.uk or call 0300 124 5225.

Note to editors
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The GUR lists providers being investigated for an issue that may result1.
in non-compliant grades for the regulator’s Governance and Financial
Viability Standard.

The regulatory standards can be found on the RSH website.2.

RSH promotes a viable, efficient and well-governed social housing sector3.
able to deliver homes that meet a range of needs. It does this by
undertaking robust economic regulation focusing on governance, financial
viability and value for money that maintains lender confidence and
protects the taxpayer. It also sets consumer standards and may take
action if these standards are breached and there is a significant risk
of serious detriment to tenants or potential tenants.

Published 27 November 2019
Last updated 27 November 2019 + show all updates

27 November 2019 ForHousing’s gradings corrected to G2/V1.1.
27 November 2019 First published.2.

Edition 20: News from the Adjudicator

With the end of 2019 fast approaching this is a good opportunity to bring
readers up to date with my activities including how I am working with the
retailers to help them embed a whole-organisation approach to Code
compliance. I also wanted to alert those with an interest in the GCA to my
upcoming webinar and encourage you to save the date for a number of events at
which I will be speaking. Don’t forget I am always ready to meet suppliers
individually at these events.

Webinar, videos and other information online
On Wednesday 11 December at 11am I am hosting a webinar to provide an update
on my work and answer your questions. The webinar is open to all retailers
and suppliers with an interest in the Code and I hope many of you can join
me. Please register to receive webinar joining instructions. The webinar will
begin with a short introductory presentation on my current activities and
then there will be plenty of time to ask questions. Please feel free to ask
these anonymously if you prefer.

I have had feedback that it would be useful to find all information relating
to particular Code-related issues in one place. As a result I have added a
new page on the GCA website, setting out material relating to particular
paragraphs of the Code. Do take a look at this to find out more about the
Code.
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I also speak about specific aspects of the Code in a series of new bite-size
videos on the GCA YouTube channel. The videos cover:

TJ Morris Limited now covered by the Code
On 3 September 2019 the Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) designated TJ
Morris Limited, trading as Home Bargains. I welcome this announcement and
look forward to working with Home Bargains. I have had introductory meetings
with their Code Compliance Officer (CCO) and visited their Head Office in
Liverpool to meet the wider team including their buyers. Contact details for
their CCO have been added to the contact list page on the GCA website.

The CMA considers designation of additional retailers on an annual basis and
I would encourage suppliers to contact the CMA directly if they believe there
are other retailers that should come under the Code.

Update on work with the retailers
Following the announcement I made at this year’s conference, I have been
working with each of the designated retailers to ensure they are taking a
proactive approach to ensuring Code compliance is embedded at all levels in
each business. I want to see this approach consistently reflected in all
their internal systems and processes.

As part of this exercise, the designated retailers (with the exception of TJ
Morris due to the timing of their designation) have each explained to me how
their practices, systems and behaviours are designed to meet their
obligations under the Code. I will be following up with the retailers
shortly.

I am still working with Co-operative Group Limited (Co-op) on their
implementation of the recommendations I made following my investigation – you
can read the Co-op investigation report here. Co-op is required to report to
me on a quarterly basis about its progress in following my recommendations.

I have recently raised two new areas with the retailers. I have been working
with the original 10 designated retailers following supplier concerns raised
about retailer requirements that they use particular crate and tray suppliers
and pay associated charges either to those companies or to retailers as
handling charges. In addition, I have asked retailers to provide information
to me about buying alliances and other arrangements they may have, to ensure
that they have considered how the Code could apply to the different
arrangements they may have in place. I will be working on these issues with
each retailer to understand their processes further and to ensure the
retailer has considered them from the perspective of Code compliance.

In November, I held my one-to-one meetings with each of the designated
retailers’ CCOs. These meetings are now held three times a year, with the
next series planned for February 2020. You can read a summary of the November
meetings.

I have also just completed my 2019 meetings with the chairs of the audit
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committees (or equivalent) of the retailers. I see these meetings as a
valuable part of the retailers’ whole-organisation approach to Code
compliance. We discussed the latest GCA survey results and the retailers’
Annual Compliance Reports.

The quality of the Annual Compliance Reports continues to improve and the
number of supplier issues recorded by retailers also increased again,
indicating that there is better recording by retailers of issues that arise.
Eight retailers reported more issues than in the previous year. The two top
Code issues raised by suppliers this year are delay in payments and De-
listing. A significant number of issues have been resolved in favour of the
supplier, at 71% for issues related to delay in payments and 69% for issues
related to De-listing.

It is good to see that the information retailers are putting into the public
domain has also improved, including retailers being more transparent about
issues raised by suppliers.

I think the retailers can still go further and in the meetings with CCOs and
audit chairs, I explained that there is scope for better and more detailed
recording of issues raised by suppliers. This would enable retailers to
capture the broadest range of useful supplier information. I would like
retailers to continue to focus on how they collect and record information
about Code-related issues raised in their business.

I continue to encourage suppliers to get in touch to tell me about their
experiences by emailing Enquiries@GroceriesCode.gov.uk or calling 0207 215
6537.

I also would like to welcome Faye Williams as my new Head of Office – she can
be contacted at Faye.Williams@GroceriesCode.gov.uk.

Warmest wishes for a successful Christmas and New Year.

Christine Tacon

Meet the CCO
Matthew Wilson, the CCO for Waitrose Limited has answered questions about his
role at the retailer and tells us what he hopes to achieve over the next 12
months.

Save the date
Christine Tacon is speaking at a number of events around the UK about her
role, her priorities and recent developments – see some upcoming dates below.

Details Event What’s happening
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11 December
2019, 11am GCA Webinar

Join Christine Tacon as she provides an
update on her work and answers
questions about the Code. Register your
interest in the webinar.

13 January,
2pm; London

GCA meeting with
trade associations

Meeting with relevant trade
associations to discuss the work of the
GCA.

21 January,
London

Food Manufacture
Business Leaders
Forum 2020

Presentation – Christine will be
talking about her work as GCA. More
information about the Forum is
available.

4 February,
9.30am, London

FDF Sales Director
Forum

Presentation – Find out about
Christine’s priorities and progress. To
register go to FDF’s website.

5 March, from
8.30am,
Kenilworth

British Frozen Food
Federation (BFFF)
annual conference

Presentation – Christine talks through
her work as GCA and how she has
achieved change in the UK groceries
sector. Please book through BFFF.

11 March, Oslo The FOOD conference

Presentation – Christine talks through
her work as GCA and how she has
achieved change in the UK groceries
sector.

25 March, 9am,
London

The Westminster
Nutrition Forum

Christine is the keynote speaker. Full
details of the event are now available.

The Adjudicator and her team are keen to attend supplier events. If your
organisation is planning an event then please contact
Enquiries@GroceriesCode.gov.uk to discuss whether someone from the GCA office
can attend. It would be helpful if you would provide details of the event
including timing and location as well as the audience involved.
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