
Arrest of Ambassador to Iran: Foreign
Secretary statement

Following the brief detention of Her Majesty’s Ambassador to Iran Rob
Macaire, Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab said:

The arrest of our Ambassador in Tehran without grounds or
explanation is a flagrant violation of international law. The
Iranian government is at a cross-roads moment. It can continue its
march towards pariah status with all the political and economic
isolation that entails, or take steps to deescalate tensions and
engage in a diplomatic path forwards.

Further information
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PM statement on Northern Ireland

This is a momentous day. As we begin a new decade, we can now look forward to
a brighter future for all in Northern Ireland with an Executive that can
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transform public services and improve people’s lives.

The parties of Northern Ireland have shown great leadership in coming
together to accept this fair and balanced deal in the interests of everyone
in Northern Ireland.

After three years without devolved Government, an Executive can now get on
with the job of delivering much needed reforms to the health service,
education and justice.

We could not have got this far without the Northern Ireland Secretary Julian
Smith who has dedicated himself to this process and has worked closely with
the Northern Ireland parties and Irish Government to make this happen.
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Foreign Secretary Statement on Taiwan
Elections

Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab said:

The presidential and legislative elections in Taiwan today are
testament to Taiwan’s vibrant democracy. I offer warm
congratulations to the people of Taiwan on the smooth conduct of
those elections and to Dr Tsai Ing-wen and her party on her re-
election. I hope that the two sides of the Taiwan Strait will renew
dialogue to resolve differences and build constructive relations
across the Strait.

Further information
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PM statement on Iran plane crash

Iran’s admission that Ukraine International Airlines Flight 752 was shot down
by mistake by its own armed forces is an important first step.

This will be an incredibly difficult time for all those families who lost
loved ones in such tragic circumstances. We will do everything we can to
support the families of the four British victims and ensure they get the
answers and closure they deserve.

We now need a comprehensive, transparent and independent international
investigation and the repatriation of those who died. The UK will work
closely with Canada, Ukraine and our other international partners affected by
this accident to ensure this happens.

This tragic accident only reinforces the importance of de-escalating tensions
in the region. We can all see very clearly that further conflict will only
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lead to more loss and tragedy. It is vital that all leaders now pursue a
diplomatic way forward.
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