
Product defect recall alert
Clavubactin 50/12.5mg, 250/62.5mg,
500/125mg

We wish to make wholesalers and veterinary surgeons aware that Le Vet Pharma
has issued a recall for batches of Clavubactin 50/12.5mg (Vm 19994/4028),
Clavubactin 250/62.5mg (Vm 19994/4026), Clavubactin 500/125mg (Vm
19994/4027), all distributed by Animalcare and Dechra.

During routine stability testing the above-mentioned products do not fulfil
the mandatory testing requirements at 24 months. This recall is because the
efficacy of the product cannot be guaranteed after 12 months. This only
affects the batches mentioned below:

Product Names Batch Numbers Expiry
Clavubactin 50/12.5 mg  19D82  04-2021
  18D11  04-2020
  18G32  07-2020
Clavubactin 250/62.5 mg  19D83  04-2022
  17F46  06-2020
  17H35  08-2020
  18D13  04-2021
Clavubactin 500/125 mg  19D88  04-2022
  17C80  03-2020
  17F47  06-2020
  17H38  08-2020
  18D17  04-2021
  18D18  04-2021
  18G34  04-2022

Le Vet Pharma is contacting wholesale dealers and veterinary surgeons to
examine inventory immediately and quarantine products subject to this recall.

For further information regarding the recall, please contact the relevant
Distributor:
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Funding awarded for more Changing
Places toilets in NHS hospitals

Thousands of severely disabled people will benefit from new government
funding, which is expected to more than double the number of Changing Places
toilets in NHS hospitals across England.

Changing Places are toilets with additional equipment for people who are not
able to use the toilet independently, including adult-sized changing benches
and hoists.

Over £500,000 has been made available to 10 trusts across England today to
start work on 16 new facilities, with a further £1.5 million available to bid
for.

There are currently just over 50 of these facilities on the NHS England
estate. With this first share of funding, it is expected that the total
number of Changing Places in hospitals will eventually increase to over 100.

The Minister for Care, Caroline Dinenage, is calling for more trusts to bid
for the funding and also for all new hospital facilities to include a
Changing Places facility in their plans.

People with severe disabilities, such as muscular dystrophy, cerebral palsy
and multiple sclerosis, and their carers say Changing Places facilities can
be life changing and allow them to go out in public or attend hospital
appointments without fear or stress.

In the absence of Changing Places facilities, disabled people and their
carers face:

limiting what they drink to avoid needing the toilet when they are out –
risking dehydration and urinary tract infections
sitting in soiled clothing or dirty nappies until a suitable toilet is
found or they return home
having to be changed on a dirty toilet floor
manually lifting someone out of their wheelchair – risking safety
reducing their time out of the house – restricting their social lives

The announcement forms part of cross-government work to improve
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accessibility. The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government
(MHCLG) consulted last year on proposals that would add Changing Places
toilets to more than 150 new buildings a year, including shopping centres,
supermarkets, cinemas, stadiums and arts venues.

The proposals would add the facilities to specific new, large buildings
commonly used by the public, as well as those undergoing building works.
MHCLG intends to respond to the consultation in spring this year.

Minister for Care Caroline Dinenage said:

People with severe disabilities deserve to live with dignity and
independence, but lack of access to adequate toilet facilities can
be a huge challenge. Hospitals, like all public spaces, have a duty
to cater for people with disabilities – who risk discomfort,
embarrassment and even injury without access to a Changing Place.

This funding will make a real difference to tens of thousands of
people and their carers who use NHS hospitals and I am delighted
that trusts can begin building work as soon as possible, with
further funding still available.

While today will help us to double the number of Changing Places in
NHS trusts, we still have far to go – I expect every hospital
development to include a Changing Places facility in their future
plans.

Lorna Fillingham, Changing Places campaigner, said:

My 9-year-old daughter is disabled, she has physical and learning
disabilities that mean she may never be toilet trained. When she
was a baby her toileting needs were catered for, but as she has
grown older, in most places, including my local hospital, they no
longer are.

Like many other disabled people she really needs Changing Places
toilets, with a loo, adult changing bench and a hoist. I have had
to physically lift her, using manual moving and handling techniques
that I would not have been allowed to use when I used to work as a
nurse, and which puts both myself and my daughter at the risk of
physical harm.

Changing Places change lives and should be in place in every NHS
hospital for dignity, for safety, for comfort. I’m pleased the
government is taking action to improve accessibility and hope more
trusts apply for funding and have a Changing Places facility built
at their hospital.
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Trust Funding
Hull University Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust £105,000
University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust £51,000
Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital NHS Trust £34,000
Ashford and St Peter’s Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust £35,000
Gloucestershire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust £40,000
Salisbury NHS Foundation Trust  £35,000
United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust £97,000
West Suffolk NHS Foundation Trust  £60,000
Lancashire Teaching Hospitals   £50,000
Bradford Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust £17,000

16 jails to receive X-ray scanners

£28 million on ‘game-changing’ advanced X-ray technology in prisons
Birmingham, Liverpool and Winchester among first 16 jails to benefit
Part of the government’s £100 million package to tackle violence and
drugs

Innovative new X-ray body scanners, developed specifically for the Prison
Service, will produce instant images from inside the human body and can
reveal internally concealed contraband, including drugs, mobile phones and
weapons.

The cutting-edge technology will be installed first at 16 local jails with
high volumes of remand prisoners – posing the greatest risk of smuggling. The
£28 million that will pay for X-ray scanners across the estate is being
funded from the government’s bold £100 million package to boost security.

The investment will fund new measures to tackle drugs and violence in
prisons, including X-ray baggage scanners and metal-detection equipment,
phone-blocking technology and a new digital forensics facility.

Prisons and Probation Minister, Lucy Frazer QC MP said:

New technology is a vital part of our efforts to stop those
determined to wreak havoc in our jails. These scanners will help to
stem the flow of contraband into jails and allow officers to focus
on rehabilitation.

We’re investing £2.75 billion to transform our prisons, creating
10,000 additional modern places, and stepping up security to cut
crime and better protect the public.
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HMP Leeds Governor Steve Robson, which already has an X-ray scanner, said:

The scanner has been a real game changer. In the year it has been
in operation, it has found over 300 items of contraband, with
prisoners finding drugs harder to come by at Leeds.

The first wave of jails has been prioritised after careful consideration and
this will boost security where remand prisoners are received from courts. The
use of X-ray body scanners at 10 other challenging prisons – as part of the
’10 Prisons Project’ – was successful in detecting contraband and contributed
to a significant reduction in violence and drug use.

The installation at the 16 prisons will begin in Spring 2020, with all
scanners expected to be in place by the Summer. The technology is set to be
introduced in other prisons across the estate later this year.

The images produced by the scanner provide a level of detail inside the body
that has not been seen before in the Prison Service.

The equipment is being funded by the government’s £2.75 billion commitment to
transform the prison estate. This includes:

£100 million to bolster prison security, clamping down on the weapons,
drugs and mobile phones that fuel violence, self-harm and crime behind
bars
£2.5 billion to provide 10,000 additional prison places and create
modern, efficient jails that rehabilitate offenders, reduce reoffending
and keep the public safe
£156 million to tackle the most pressing maintenance issues to create
safe and decent conditions for offender rehabilitation.

Notes to editors

The prisons receiving scanners are HMP Exeter, Durham, Preston,
Liverpool, Birmingham, Hewell, Lincoln, Bedford, Norwich, Chelmsford,
Winchester, Elmley, Pentonville, Wandsworth, Bristol and Cardiff.
Adani Limited has been awarded a multi-year contract for the supply,
installation and support of the X-ray body scanners.

UK statement on the ICJ finding on
Myanmar and the Rohingya
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Heather Wheeler, Minister for Asia and the Pacific, said:

We welcome the International Court of Justice’s decision today on
provisional measures. The Court was clear that Myanmar must do more
to protect the Rohingya.

The Independent Commission of Enquiry’s admission of atrocities and
its recommendations are an important first step towards meaningful
domestic accountability, though we don’t agree with much of the
Commission’s analysis.

We encourage the Government of Myanmar to comply with the
provisional measures, which are legally-binding, and implement the
Commission’s recommendations.

Published 23 January 2020

SOLACE Annual Elections Conference
2020

Firstly, thank you sincerely for all the work you did last year. It’s no easy
feat doing that many elections in that one year. I want you to know how
grateful I am along with my team at the Cabinet Office for the effort you
would have to put in.

I want to thank you and your elections teams for all your hard work in
delivering the first December General Election since 1923.

Elections were a bit different back then. In 1923:

people under the age of 21 and women under 30 couldn’t vote
postal voting was more or less non-existent except for some in the armed
forces
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and of course there was no Exit Poll, no Twitter and no Sir John
Curtice, to keep us amused as the night went on!

There was another important difference as well…

That election resulted in a hung Parliament and another General Election
within months, whereas we start this new decade with a stable majority
government.

And I know the run up to any election and Polling Day is an intensive period
for you and your wider teams.

The pressures will only have been magnified with the short notice and timing
of the December election, bringing with it additional challenges and
considerations, including on weather, staffing and supplier costs. It’s a
very big thank you.

I want to talk about the year ahead and about and what lies ahead in our
democracy and constitution.

Over the last few years, and over the last year in particular, our politics,
institutions and democracy have all come under significant strain.

The recent anger, dismay and disillusionment felt by many voters is a stark
reminder that we must not take for granted.

Despite our long democratic traditions and our international reputation as a
mature democracy, I don’t think we should be complacent about the trust and
confidence voters place in the system.

We are now aiming to restore that trust. Starting with the big ticket items –
we will leave the EU at the end of the month, delivering on the 2016
referendum result.

We will then focus on our important domestic agenda.

As well as investing in our NHS, making our streets safer and transforming
public services, we know constitutional and democratic reform is important.

One of the features of our constitution is that it has always evolved. We now
have an opportunity to reflect on how it’s working for the whole of the
United Kingdom.

A constitutional commission, from our manifesto, will look at proposals to
restore faith in our institutions and in how our democracy operates.

It’s right that, as we look to make our constitution fit for the 21st
century, we also take a step back and reflect on the fundamental principles
that should underpin our elections and democratic processes to ensure we
continue to stand on firm foundations.

First, elections are about the voters. Their choice rules. We respect their
decisions.



Second principle, and to help them make decisions, we regulate for
transparency and put information in their hands – like imprints. We have to
update that for the digital age.

We regulate for elections to be fair – with a level playing field for
political parties, both on the doorstep and now digitally, and ensuring each
elector’s vote has the same value, in equal constituencies.

We want elections to be inclusive – accessible for everyone to take part and
that people from all backgrounds and walks of life are able to stand for
election and do their part without threats, intimidation or abuse.

We are clear that elections are about this country, belonging to British
citizens, so we are vigilant for foreign interference.

We value proper independence and accountability – with the administration and
regulation of elections sitting apart from central or local government and
free from political interference.

And we prize security as a principle – so that our democratic processes,
systems and institutions are free from fraud, and from interference,
including from cyber and physical threats.

Informed and guided by these principles, we need to modernise and update our
democratic processes to protect them for the future.

Over the past decade, there have been big changes in how elections are
fought. So it’s now time we take a fresh look at how our electoral regulation
is working.

That doesn’t mean ripping up the rulebook and starting again, but it does
mean taking a look at where we can make sensible changes. After all, the
youngest voters of today were not even born when the current framework was
conceived. PPERA was 20 years ago. The main RPA was nearly 40 years ago.

The measures endorsed in our 2019 Manifesto, and which we are now taking
forward, will help to ensure our electoral system better lives up to those
principles and can protect our democracy.

We will replace the Fixed Term Parliaments Act that caused so much paralysis,
uncertainty and a lack of democratic accountability in the last Parliament.

We will make elections fairer by introducing updated and equal Parliamentary
boundaries so that every vote counts the same – and we think that’s a
cornerstone of democracy.

We will make elections more secure by introducing voter ID at polling
stations and cracking down on postal vote harvesting as well.

And we will widen accessibility of our elections by making it easier for
British citizens overseas to vote and get rid of the arbitrary 15-year limit
on their voting rights.



We are working on plans and timelines for delivering all these things. I hope
to be able to update you in the summer, including timings for introducing
voter ID.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the ten local authorities who took
part in the Voter ID pilots during the local elections last year.

Our evaluation published in the summer provided further insight into how best
to ensure the security of the voting process and reduce the risk of voter
fraud.

I know that to deliver this package of reform we must work in partnership
with you and your elections teams and the sector, and we will continue to do
so, as we have on other reforms we’ve been working on to modernise the
electoral system.

Last year when I spoke to you, I set out our vision for making elections more
accessible and encouraging more engagement in democracy.

I’m pleased with what we’ve been able to achieve since then.

I want to briefly highlight three areas of progress.

First, online registration.

This has been a huge leap forward and has helped ensure more people who are
perhaps less likely to be registered are able to vote.

Over three quarters of the 47 million applications to register since June
2014 have been made online and user satisfaction with the Register to Vote
website is regularly above 90 per cent.

Ahead of the December election, we saw almost four million registration
applications submitted, including a record of 659,666 applications on the day
registration closed.

While this is great news, I know that managing the sheer volume of online
registration applications in the run up to the deadline in the December
election pushed elections teams to the max. I want to acknowledge that.

We will continue to look at ways we can improve the service and process of
the electoral registration system and I’m happy to hear your thoughts about
how we might be able to mitigate any impacts there.

Second, since your last conference, I think we’ve been making good progress
to break down barriers that prevent people engaging in democracy,
particularly those with disabilities.

Just the other week, I laid the final statutory instrument in parliament to
make spending rules fairer for disabled candidates standing for a range of
different types of elections.

We’ve also improved information on, and communication of, the registration



online service, increasing the use of easy read guides and promotion of
electors’ rights.

At the December election, I was pleased that Returning Officers and their
teams took on board our request to allow people with sight loss to use
technology – in particular mobile phone apps – to help them read and mark
their ballot papers.

This has received some very positive feedback on social media and in our
discussions with relevant organisations.

We are building on this with further testing of assistive technology this
month and looking at small projects to identify how materials for practicing
to vote can assist people with learning difficulties and other mental health
issues.

We’re also looking at how information provided digitally can supplement
traditional methods like poll cards where that benefits people with
disabilities.

I want to work with partners to make sure that the revision of guidance and
production of easy read information happens in the run up to each set of
polls.

I’m grateful to you and your teams for your role in this work that helps
support some of the more vulnerable people in our society to have their vote.

Finally, I want to highlight our progress in delivering canvass reform. We
are working in partnership with elections teams across Great Britain to
modernise the canvass process, giving Electoral Registration Officers the
flexibility they need to run a tailored and more efficient canvass which
better suits their local area.

The new canvass will make better use of locally held data sources and, for
the first time, match registered electors against national government data.

This will allow the Electoral Registration Officers to streamline
communications to households that have not changed since the previous year,
whilst completing a comprehensive canvass on those properties where change is
most likely to have occurred.

As you will know, this model for the canvass has been developed through
consultation with the sector and 24 pilots with local authorities.

I would like to thank those authorities in the room who have contributed and
helped us modernise the canvass in a way that works for your teams on the
ground.

I am grateful for your continued support as we prepare for the launch of the
reformed canvass from June this year.

While your elections team will be best placed to advise on how you can help,
we expect they will need your support to work with teams across your



authority including IT infrastructure and communications teams, plus teams
holding local data, such as Council Tax, Housing and the Registrar’s Office.

My officials are also providing support to your elections teams to deliver
the changes, which as well as delivering more accurate electoral information
will, of course, also deliver significant financial savings I think that’s
agreed to be an important incentive in anyone’s book.

In the last four years, we’ve had two General Elections, a national
referendum, a European Parliamentary election, as well as local elections and
other polls held in each of those years across the United Kingdom.

I’m pleased we have Scotland and Wales, as well as England, represented here
today. Working constructively across the nations of the Union is essential
for the running of smooth electoral processes and to deliver reform
successfully in a way that works for elections.

I know it’s been a busy and unpredictable few years. I’m sure you will have
channeled Brenda from Bristol on more than one occasion.

But you have risen to the challenge and I want to thank all the elections
teams for supporting our democracy during this critical time and to you for
the personal accountability and oversight you have for elections as Returning
Officers.

Whilst 2020 is another busy year with over 100 English local council
elections, forty Police and Crime Commissioner elections and elections for
eight mayors in England, I know you will welcome the return to a more calm
electoral cycle.

That relative stability will enable us, working closely with you and your
teams, to plan and implement important reforms over this year and beyond so
that our democracy and elections continue to be admired across the world and
command the confidence of voters.

Thank you very much for your time in listening.


