
UK General Statement, Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee of COPUOS

Chair, Distinguished Delegates

The Delegation of the United Kingdom is pleased to have the opportunity to
share with you the progress and developments we have made since the last
meeting of this sub-committee.

In March 2018, the Space Industry Bill received Royal Assent. This bill was a
cross-Government activity to establish the primary legislation, which would
allow commercial small-satellite launch from the UK. Over the past two years
the UK Space Agency, along with its partners, has been developing detailed
secondary legislation and guidance ranging from safety to liability. The UK
continues to use international best practice to inform these ongoing
activities, and looks forward to engaging with other commercial-launch
regulators, as we approach our first launches in the coming years.

Currently, the UK Outer Space Act is the basis for licensing space activities
operated from the UK and, since the last Scientific and Technical Sub-
committee, we have licensed 15 missions. Space activities are becoming
increasingly more complex and, as space becomes more accessible, a wider
range of organisations are now applying for licenses. We recognise not only
the benefits of these new missions, but also the need to responsibly regulate
them.

An example of the new type of missions that are being licensed from the UK is
the constellation being developed by OneWeb. In February 2019, the first six
spacecraft of the OneWeb constellation were successfully launched on a Soyuz
rocket from French Guiana, representing the start of a planned constellation
of close to 600 satellites. As similar systems start to be deployed, near-
term safety and long-term sustainability must be assessed, and we are
grateful for the Inter-Agency Debris Coordination Committee in developing
recommendations on large constellations to guide our decision making
processes.

In concert with our work on launch, the UK has initiated regulatory reform in
support of our in-orbit activities. The new regulatory framework is being
guided by international and industry best practice, and reflects the UK’s
strong commitment to the implementation of Long Term Sustainability
guidelines, which ensure the promotion of safe operational practices and a
sustainable environment into the future.

The United Kingdom acknowledges the important work of the IADC, currently
working under the very able chairmanship of Laurent Francillout of CNES. We
value and support the important research that the IADC offers and recognise
it as a unique forum for world leading experts to collaborate and develop a
common understanding of the sustainable-use of the Earth’s orbit. We look
forward to IADC’s technical presentation during this session of the sub-

http://www.government-world.com/uk-general-statement-scientific-and-technical-sub-committee-of-copuos-2/
http://www.government-world.com/uk-general-statement-scientific-and-technical-sub-committee-of-copuos-2/


committee, and to applying IADC’s recommendations when licensing future UK
space missions under our national regulatory framework.

In November last year, the UK reaffirmed its commitment to international
collaboration of space missions and the development of new technologies
through a 15% increase in its annual funding for ESA. A notable example of
the successful partnerships within ESA and its member states is the upcoming
Solar Orbiter mission, due for launch on the 7th February. The Solar Orbiter
mission, which was primed in the UK, will perform unprecedented close-up
observations of the Sun, allowing scientists to study the Sun in much more
detail than previously possible. The UK looks forward to further
collaboration within ESA and contributing to a global vision for the
exploration of space.

We continue to push forward the advancement of space technology at the
international and national levels. The UK Government is supporting Reaction
Engine’s revolutionary combined cycle rocket engine, SABRE. The company
recently demonstrated the successful operation of its innovative pre-cooler,
and the engine now has the potential to both revolutionise access to space,
as well as enable technology for other precooled propulsion systems, with a
range of commercial applications.

Alongside technological activities, a new National Space Council will be
established in the UK later this year. The aim of the National Space Council
will be to provide strategic leadership on space across government,
coordinating all aspects of the UK’s space strategy, investment and use of
space through a new National Space Framework.

As the Working Group on the use of nuclear power sources in outer space
begins compiling its report, we would like to take the opportunity not only
to reinforce our support of the groups work, but to thank Dr Sam Harbison for
his long-serving and high-quality leadership of the working group. We look
forward to its final recommendations, and next steps, in 2021 for enhancing
the safety of nuclear power sources, which play a vital role in the
realization of many deep-space missions

The UK welcomes the Committee’s adoption of the preamble and 21 guidelines
for the long-term sustainability of outer space activities. We encourage
States and international inter-governmental organisations to voluntarily take
measures, to ensure that the guidelines are implemented to the greatest
extent feasible and practicable. The UK is taking practical steps in
implementing the guidelines within our regulatory framework and would be
happy, and keen, to engage and collaborate with other nations who have
similar aspirations. We also look forward to productive discussions on the
establishment of a new LTS Working Group to help facilitate the sharing the
experiences, practices and lessons learned in guideline implementation.

Recognising the international success that is the 21 guidelines for the Long
Term Sustainability of Outer Space activities, the UK is keen to see a new
approach on the disarmament agenda. We would like to work with nations to
consider how to deal with the emerging threats to space operations and
believe that this is best done in the Disarmament Commission and the



Conference on Disarmament.

Threats from nations of weapons placed in space, or based on the earth, or
the disruption of critical systems by electronic means, or via energy
weapons, should be dealt with under the PAROS (Prevention of an Arms Race in
Outer Space) agenda item and not discussed under COPUOS. In this way, COPUOS
can continue to support developing nations to access space, and those already
doing so to be responsible operators.

Finally, I wish to make some remarks in relation to the United Kingdom’s exit
from the EU, which took place on 31 January.  As our Ministers have made
clear, although the United Kingdom has left the EU, we will not be leaving
Europe.  We will continue to be friends and partners, especially through our
constructive and continued membership of the European Space Agency, COPUOS,
the IADC and other multilateral fora.

Animal medicine improvement notice:
Companion Care Orpington

This notice was served to Companion Care Orpington by a VMD Inspector during
a routine inspection of the veterinary practice.

The following contravened the Veterinary Medicines Regulation (VMR) 2013:

The administration of a veterinary medicinal product not in accordance
with its marketing authorisation, contrary to Regulation 8
(Administration of the product) of the VMR.

The improvements required are:

The practice must provide procedures they will follow to ensure that
broach limits are adhered to in the future.

Published 3 February 2020
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Sir William Worsley appointed as
Forestry Commission Chair

Environment Secretary Theresa Villiers has today (3 February) confirmed Sir
William Worsley as the new Chair of the Forestry Commission.

The announcement comes as Sir Harry Studholme’s time as Forestry Commission
Chair ends after seven years in post.

Sir William will step down as the government’s Tree Champion, a position he
has held since June 2018, when he takes on his new role.

Environment Secretary Theresa Villiers said:

With his great expertise in forestry and passion for nature and
trees, Sir William will play a pivotal role in leading the Forestry
Commission at a critical time as it moves into its second century.

Tree planting will play a crucial part in the government’s bold
action to combat climate change, and the Forestry Commission has a
vital role in delivering our ambitious plans for England’s forests
and woodlands.

I also want to thank Sir Harry for his dedication in leading the
organisation for the past seven years and wish him all the best in
future endeavours.

Trees, woods and forests are so important to us – improving our
landscapes, helping capture carbon, improving our general wellbeing
and providing a renewable resource in the timber they produce.

It couldn’t be a more exciting time to join the Forestry
Commission. As Chair, my aim will be to celebrate, protect and
deepen the impact of its excellent work, not only for the sake of
our environment but also for the huge benefits that our success
brings for society.

Ian Gambles, Chief Executive Officer of Forestry Commission,
said:

Sir William’s appointment is great news for the Forestry Commission
and the wider forestry sector. He is one of the UK’s most engaged
environmental champions for forestry.
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I am confident that Sir William will bring the expertise and vision
required to set a bold direction for the country’s forests and
woodlands and I look forward to working closely with him.

Sir William will take up the role on 10 February and will be in post for
three years.

He currently holds the posts of Chair of the National Forest Company as well
as Chairman of the Howardian Hills AONB Joint Advisory Committee. He will be
standing down from his role as National Forest Company Chair in May to allow
for a new Chair to be reappointed.

Once Sir Harry’s term ends, he will be working on a range of projects in
alternative energy, carbon capture and climate change mitigation as well as
managing his own forestry and farming interests in Devon.

Sir William biography:

Sir William will be standing down as government-appointed National Tree
Champion with confirmation of his appointment. He has been the
government’s National Tree Champion since June 2018 and as part of this
role, has worked on the developing English Tree Strategy, which will be
consulted on in spring, by engaging stakeholders to understand how
policy changes can support our trees, woodlands and forests.
Sir William Worsley is currently the Chair of National Forest Company
and will be standing down from this position in May so a new Chair can
be recruited.
He is current Chairman of the Howardian Hills Area of Natural Beauty
Joint Advisory Committee and holds several other non-executive positions
including previous appointee to the Independent Panel on Forestry.
He began his career as a chartered surveyor and for several years worked
with the Country Land and Business Association (CLA) as former President
and Chairman of the board.

The Forestry Commission:

Established a century ago, the Forestry Commission (FC) is the non-
ministerial government department responsible for protecting, expanding
and promoting the sustainable management of woodlands.
The Forestry Commission works with two agencies: Forestry England, which
manages the Public Forest Estate, and Forest Research, the principal
organisation for forestry and tree related research.
Forestry is a devolved matter, with a range of agencies leading the
sector in the devolved administrations. The Forestry Commission leads
the sector in England and looks after the English Public Forest Estate
through Forestry England. Forestry Research continues to operate across
the whole of Great Britain.
Further details about the Forestry Commission structure can be seen at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/forestry-commission
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Notes to editors:

Please send any interview bids for Sir William to newsdesk@defra.gov.uk
All appointments to the Forestry Commission are made on merit and
political activity plays no part in the selection process. The
appointment has been made in accordance with the Ministerial Governance
Code on Public Appointments.
There is a requirement for appointees’ political activity (if
significant) to be declared. Sir William has declared that he has not
taken part in any political activity in the past five years.

Novel coronavirus and avian flu:
advice for travel to China

See latest information and actions for the public on the outbreak of Wuhan
novel coronavirus, including the current situation in the UK and actions
taken in the UK and abroad.

7 February 2020

As of Friday 7 February 2020, a total of 620 UK tests have concluded, of
which 617 were confirmed negative and 3 positive.

Based on the World Health Organization’s declaration that this is a public
health emergency of international concern, the UK Chief Medical Officers have
raised the risk to the public from low to moderate. This permits the
government to plan for all eventualities. The risk to individuals remains
low.

If you have travelled from Wuhan or Hubei Province, China to the UK in the
last 14 days you should immediately, even if you do not have symptoms of the
virus:

stay indoors and avoid contact with other people as you would with the
flu
call NHS 111 to inform them of your recent travel to the area

If you have returned to the UK from China, Thailand, Japan, Republic of
Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia or Macau in the last 14 days
and develop symptoms of cough or fever or shortness of breath, you should
immediately:

In Scotland, phone your GP or NHS 24 on 111 out of hours

If you are in Northern Ireland, call 0300 200 7885.

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has advised UK nationals to leave China
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where possible. If the situation continues to escalate the pressure on the
Chinese health system may intensify, and it may also become harder for people
to travel.

28 January 2020

As of Tuesday 28 January 2020, there are currently no confirmed cases in the
UK or of UK citizens abroad, and the risk to the public remains low.

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) are advising against all but
essential travel to the Hubei Province. Anyone travelling to China should
remain vigilant and check the latest travel advice on GOV.UK.

We have updated our guidance for individuals who have returned from Wuhan,
China as follows:

If you have returned from Wuhan in the last 14 days:

stay indoors and avoid contact with other people as you would with other
flu viruses
call NHS 111 to inform them of your recent travel to the city

Yvonne Doyle, Medical Director at PHE, said:

Isolating yourself from other people, like you would with other flu
viruses, is in step with the best scientific and expert advice on
how to stop the coronavirus from spreading. 

This means taking simple, common sense steps, such as staying at
home and avoiding close contact with other people as much as
possible.

If you have visited Wuhan and develop a fever, difficulty breathing or a
cough within 14 days, you should seek medical attention either in China or on
your return to the UK.

In the UK, please stay indoors and avoid contact with others where possible,
call your GP or ring 111 informing them of your symptoms and your recent
travel to the city.

22 January 2020

UK public health measures are world leading and our excellent NHS is well
prepared to manage and treat new diseases. We have been carefully monitoring
the situation in Wuhan for some time and are ready to put in place
proportionate, precautionary measures.

From today, 22 January 2020, enhanced monitoring will be in place from all
direct flights from Wuhan to the UK. The enhanced monitoring package includes
a number of measures that will help to provide advice to travellers if they
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feel unwell.

For those travelling back directly from Wuhan, this includes a Port Health
team who will meet each direct flight aircraft to provide advice and support
to those that feel unwell. The team will include the Principal Port Medical
Inspector, Port Health Doctor, Administrative Support, and Team Leader.

They will check for symptoms of coronavirus and provide information to all
passengers about symptoms and what to do if they become ill. Mandarin and
Cantonese language support will be available to Public Health England (PHE)
and leaflets will be available to passengers.

There are 3 direct flights a week that arrive at Heathrow from Wuhan. The
enhanced monitoring of direct flights will be kept under continuous review
and expanded to other Chinese departure points if necessary.

Leaflets and information will be made available across all UK airports,
advising travellers from China on what do to if they feel unwell.

The risk to the UK population has been assessed as low, based on the emerging
evidence regarding case numbers, potential sources and human to human
transmission, the risk to travellers to Wuhan is moderate. This has been
raised from very low due to current evidence on the likelihood of cases being
imported into this country.

There are currently no confirmed cases of this new infection in the UK.

The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) issued clinical guidance for
the detection and diagnosis of Wuhan Novel Coronavirus and PHE has developed
a diagnostic test, making the UK one of the first countries outside China to
have a prototype specific laboratory test for this novel disease.

Dr Nick Phin, Deputy Director, National Infection Service, Public Health
England, said:

This is a new and rapidly evolving situation where information on
cases and the virus is being gathered and assessed daily.  Based on
the available evidence, the current risk to the UK is considered
low. We are working with the WHO and other international partners,
have issued advice to the NHS and are keeping the situation under
constant review.

 If you are traveling to Wuhan, you should maintain good hand,
respiratory and personal hygiene and should avoid visiting animal
and bird markets or people who are ill with respiratory symptoms.
Individuals should seek medical attention if they develop
respiratory symptoms within 14 days of visiting Wuhan, either in
China or on their return to the UK. They should phone ahead before
attending any health services and mention their recent travel to
the city.



Previous updates

20 January 2020

As of Monday 20 January 2020, the Wuhan Municipal Health Commission has
reported 217 cases of Wuhan Novel Coronavirus. Four of these cases have been
diagnosed outside of China – 2 in Thailand, one in Japan and one in South
Korea, following travel to Wuhan, China. There have also now been cases in
other cities in China. There have been 3 fatalities.

Based on the latest information and analysis, the World Health Organization
(WHO) has said that there is evidence of limited human to human transmission
of the virus.

Currently, the risk to the UK population is very low and the risk to
travellers to Wuhan is low, but the situation is under constant review.
However, in line with our robust preparedness activities for emerging
infections, we have issued clinical guidance for the detection and diagnosis
of Wuhan Novel Coronavirus. There are no confirmed cases of this new
infection in the UK.

Dr Nick Phin, Deputy Director, National Infection Service, Public Health
England, said:

Based on the available evidence, the current risk to the UK is very
low. We are working with the WHO and other international partners,
have issued advice to the NHS and are keeping the situation under
constant review.

People travelling to Wuhan should maintain good hand, respiratory
and personal hygiene and should avoid visiting animal and bird
markets or people who are ill with respiratory symptoms.
Individuals should seek medical attention if they develop
respiratory symptoms within 14 days of visiting Wuhan, either in
China or on their return to the UK, informing their health service
prior to their attendance about their recent travel to the city.

13 January 2020

Public Health England (PHE) is monitoring the situation with international
partners, including the World Health Organization (WHO). PHE has also issued
advice to travellers ahead of Chinese New Year this month.

The risk to the UK population is very low and the risk to travellers to Wuhan
is low, but they are advised to take simple precautions such as practicing
good hand and personal hygiene and minimise contact with birds and animals in
markets in Wuhan as a further precaution.

The Wuhan Municipal Health Commission has reported 41 cases of the disease so
far, the majority of which appear to be connected to a seafood and animal
market in the city. There have been no deaths reported and there is no



significant evidence of transmission from person to person or any signs of
illness among medical and nursing staff.

Dr Nick Phin, National Infection Service Deputy Director at PHE, said on the
reported Wuhan novel coronavirus:

Based on the available evidence, the risk to travellers to Wuhan
from this disease is low and we are not advising them to change
their plans.

In order to minimise the risk of transmission, people travelling to
the area should maintain good hand and personal hygiene. Travellers
should seek medical attention if they develop respiratory symptoms
within 14 days of visiting Wuhan, informing their health service
prior to their attendance about their recent travel to the city.

The risk to the UK population is very low. The UK has robust
arrangements to manage emerging diseases and we can draw on our
experience of developing pioneering diagnostic tests in humans for
the coronaviruses – SARS and MERS.

Besides the evolving situation in Wuhan, all travellers should also be aware
of the risk of avian flu when visiting China during the Chinese New Year, or
Spring Festival, beginning on 25 January 2020.

Human cases of avian influenza have recently been reported in China, and
historically there have been more cases at this time of year. Cases have
originated from several provinces and municipalities across mainland China,
and there have been a small number of avian influenza cases among Hong Kong
SAR and Taiwan residents who have travelled to mainland China.

The majority of reported human cases in China have had close contact with
wild birds or poultry. Although the risk is very low, Public Health England
and the National Travel Health Network and Centre (NaTHNaC) are reminding UK
travellers to protect themselves from avian flu by minimising exposure to
wild birds and poultry.

Dr Phin added on avian flu:

Although the risk of avian flu to UK residents travelling to China
remains very low, anyone planning to visit China, Hong Kong SAR or
Taiwan should minimise their exposure to any birds such as wild
birds or live birds in ‘wet markets’ as a precaution.

We strongly urge people to avoid touching dead or dying birds and
maintain good hand and personal hygiene.

Avian influenza remains a risk in a number of parts of China and if
travellers experience coughing or difficulty breathing within 14
days of returning from China, they should call their GP or NHS 111



and report their recent travel.

Travellers can check NaTHNaC’s TravelHealthPro website for current travel
health recommendations for:

Launch of digital tools for traders

Today (February 3) the Department for International Trade launched two
digital tools for businesses exporting goods in and out of the UK market.

The free-to-use tools available on gov.uk detail product-specific and
country-specific information on tariffs, regulations and other topics in one
place, saving businesses time and making it easier for them to trade.

The ‘Trade with the UK’ tool provides businesses exporting goods into the UK
market with detailed and up-to-date information on topics such as tariffs,
taxes and rules.

The ‘Check How to Export Goods’ tool provides exporters of goods out of the
UK market with information such as duties and customs procedures for over 160
markets around the world. The tool also provides information about the UK
border which is sourced from other government departments such as HMRC and
the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.

To receive relevant guidance, businesses need to know what the product is
made of and where they are exporting it to or from.

These tools will support existing businesses who are trading internationally
and encourage new businesses to start by making it easier for them to find
the information they need. All information included in the tools, such as
tariffs, taxes and rules, remain the same as we enter the Transition Period.

As we enter a new era in UK trade as an independent trading nation, these
tools will support existing businesses who are trading internationally and
encourage new businesses to start by making it easier for them to find the
information they need.

The digital tools will be updated regularly to reflect any changes.
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